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PREFACE. 



SiNC£ the fii'st sheet of this publication 
was sent to the press. Friendly Societies 
and Savings Banks have excited increased 
interest; and some of the leaxned Judges 
have, in their circuits, called the attention of 
the public to them as the means whereby 
pauperism may be prevented, and the pea- 
santry and workmen restored to that state of 
comparative independence which is essential 
to their well being, and necessaiy to the 
peace and happiness of society. The la- 
bourer by becoming a member of a Friendly 
Society, constituted upon a correct prin- 
ciple, may avoid the degi*adation of re- 
ceiving parochial relief, and it therefore 
behoves the landed proprietors, merchants, 
and manufactui'ers to give t\ie\!: a\teTvNi\o\i \» 
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the rules and calculations, and see that they 
are approved of by competent persons, that 
the confidence of the members may not be 
abused. 

With regard to Savings Banks, they form 
an auxiliary to Friendly Societies, in ena- 
bling the labourer to preserve and accumulate 
any money he may h?^ve beyond what is 
required for his support, and periodical con- 
tributions to the latter ; and, to persons of 
small capital, they present a safe and pro- 
fitable investment. 

The Author will be happy if this attempt 
to digest the statutes and decisions on these 
Objects shall be favourably appreciated by 
the public. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The Author having had a case laid before him res- 
pecting the means of enforcing the claims of a member 
of a Friendly Society ; and haviijg, in investigating 
the subject, experienced some difficulty, and employed 
much time in collecting and comparing the various 
Acts of Parliament upon the subject; he determined 
to make a digest of them, which is now presented to 
the public in the following sheets. The Author 
having procured a copy of the Report made on this 
subject by a committee of the House of Commons, 
in 1825, he will state some of its leading features, 
and in an appendix will be foimd, the examination, as 
taken )by the committee, of a clergyman of high 
respeetaDility, who has devoted much titne to the 
formation of Friendly Societies ; and the tables which 
he has calculated for the purpose. 

The committee in their report state, that between 
1793 and 1819) a great number of Friendly Societies 
had been instituted. In 1802, no fewer than 9,672 
appear to have been returned to Parliament ; and 
in 1815, the members of Friendly Societies were 
enumerated at 925,429* The committee had no 
doubt that, during this period, a very considerable 
relief was afforded to parishes, and much additional 
comfort derived by individuals ; but the system, wa^ 
nevertheless assuredly defective in some points, and 
is supposed to have conduced to some purposes 
foreign to the objects of its formation. 

Tne first and chief defect in theAaw, ttsViA^sA.^ 
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for the protection of the people, was the want of 
sufficient security against error, in the original con- 
stitution of societies. The rules of every society 
were to be sanctioned by the justices at quarter ses- 
sions, who had the power of rejecting such as should 
appear to be Hot conformable to the true intent of 
the act of 1793. Every society which professed 
to provide for sickness or old age, and declared no 
unlawful purpose, was necessarily admitted^ An 
examination of the adequacy of the means by which 
thfe J^rofessed oWects were to be accomplished, was 
tibt 'dedared by the act to be, and certainly did not 
'hfictftHe in practice, a part of the duty of the magis- 
*ti*ateife. It was beiKeved, thkt throughout «the coufltry 
the ^stitfes acted ministerially, taking the iWord of 
the ccrutedl employed to ftioVe for the registration of 
the articles, that nothing unlawfftil was contained in 
^hem. Indeed, except Ijy reference to the t^les of Dr. 
l*rice, "which, though originally calculated at the desire 
♦of aConrinittee off Sie house (tf commons, had received 
TiopariiameWtary samciion, and had ndt been confirmed 
by experience, tteither coiftisel nor justices had the 
Iffeans 6f judging of the suflScieney of the pa)rments 



tte<5[iftred; and me tables did not extend to the cases 
*of *wido^ or chfldreii of deceased toembers, though 
these weie cases contemplated by the laSf. 

Another taaterial defect was found, in the provision 
made against a ^andulent -or inequitable disposition 
of the ftmd>s, or dissohitimi of the society^ iTie 
act reijuired, tJiat no society shoidd be dissolved 
witbotat the consent of ft vety great majority, not l^ss 
thaA five- sixths of the existing members, and of the 
persons leittitled to riefief ; but this majority was 
numerical only, and it is <5fbvious, that the youngefir 
and more healthy menttbefs, whose expedtation of te- 
Porting to the common fund was more remote, mighty 
in many caiseis, outvote those who were in daily el^ect^ 
tbn of becoming st(pei*^nusrt;ed, or irere lii^le to 
^i^ttMsiohitl dcinenn. It is trvM, thtfi the ^tisent of 



p&rsdta actually teceMtig^ <k e«i6tled M; the time td 
receive^ relief, wns t«iqtii4l^ ^ addMoft io ^he iiUb 
melical majority ; but if tl^ fitf^^^nl; folr fflssdvin^ 
the chib was cfaog^n bi^(»% aA^ p^i'sbh hlid hfeisito^ 
entitled to a p6t4fililil»ft Al^vtm^ eii biHsdibrft; ^ "bid 
age, it might easily happen that, ^ilMibflt Mf itffitotffe*. 
ment of die 'law^ a ^ub Inig^t be diifeolved, te^y 
to the serious irgtxty 6f th^e who had contributed t^ 
it for many j&ttb ; but i^ -ffaxh^ sufficient care had 
toot been taxen to guiatA kgiLiS^t kti itffihEicitiOh i)f the 
law. A nummary legal tcftii^y tWafe givefh to all per«- 
«ons aggrieved ; stilly k twife la ¥eifftedjr ky j^roceiSs of 
law, though the |nroce^ Mo^ eia6y and itiexpettsive ; 
and, at «hie bes^ it wfas r^iaddy, l^nd tiol; pi^^tioh. 
A justice's ordear tmght fcfe d£ liwle value to the 
injured penon, aft^ ^^ initjidey ^Indh it ^djudg^ to 
him had been s^and^bd. 

But petrb^ tbeste ca^ ^ ^bbse Md iniqtdty w^lre 
less numerous vhan those ifi which tmn fell ^pon (bt 
old and i^nn^ in oonsequ^lnce (X the orij^nal error 
in conqmting the reqtliidte totif)<Amtions. Hiis errot 
necessioily became more apparent as thhie olafpifed, be<> 
cause a yearly income inight be adeqttate to stipport &I1 
the sick members of a club, consisting, pttrhaps, of men 
all under 3£ years tt a^e, iand to exhibit a ^reat appa^- 
rent surplus, and yet he totally instffBeietot, ei^en with 
Its accumulations, to maintain thos^ of th^ body who 
Survived to ^65. Utfder sttch circumstanb^jes, dissomtioii 
was the only mea^itre to %e taken. But ^o i^pbrtion 
to each individual The share df the remaining Bind to 
which he was justly entitled, requli^ raoire of ccoisi- 
deration and calculatioii than could be ^[pected froin 
every jui^tice of the peace. 

The original instifliciency df the fund was often ag». 
gravated by another c^eumstance, which led also to 
other and great abuses. The clubs which, as well by 
the disposition of men, as by the provisions of the 
act, were invited to meet in general assemblies, usually 
held their meetings in pubIic-hou&e«. ^^tti^ A'^wfe 
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clubs reqiiired an additional and limited contribution 
for the exp^ises of entertainment ; but there is much 
reason to believe that encroachments also took place 
upon the common Aind, and these were not likely to be 
checked, if the secretary or treasurer happened to be the 
landlord of the house. 

The committee then say that the opinion which 
some persons entertain, hostile to the formation of any 
common Amd by contribution among the lower classes, 
and the preference given to individual savings^, induced 
them to consider the claims of these societies in some 
detail. It had been observed, that the hostility to 
Friendly Societies had been no where more strong or 
controversial than among the patrons of Savings Banks. 
Of these institutions, which were not referred to them 
for consideration, the committee would only say, that 
they were undeniably calculated for many very useful 
purposes ; some of which could not possiWy be secured 
by institutions of mutual assurance : but the committee 
affirm without hesitation, as equally undeniiA>le, that it 
is " hy the contributions of the savings of many per- 
sons to one common fwnd, that the most effectual 
provision can be made for casualties liable to af- 
fect all the eontributorsy This proposition, which 
is indeed obviously true, has been well illustrated by 
fl writer on Friendly Societies, who asks, whether the 
advocates of separate and exclusive, saving " will be 
easily persuaded to save their annual premium instead 
of securing their houses against j€re ?""** 

Wherever there is a contingency, the cheapest way 
of providing against it is by uniting ^th others; so 
that each man may subject himself to a small depriva- 
tion, in order that no man may be subjected to a great 
loss« He upon whom the contingency does not fall, 
does not get his money back again, nor does he get for 



.* ** Cotisi(ierations on the Necessity of appointing a Board of 
Coiktttiitftioner» for thtf Encouragement and Protection of Friendly 
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it any visible or tangible benefit ; but he obtains secu- 
rity against rmn, and consequent peace of mind. 

He upon whom the contingency does fall, gets all 
that those whom fortune has exempted fik)m it have 
lost in hard money, and is thus enabled to sustain an 
event which would otherwise overwhelm him. 

The individual depositor, not the contributor to a 
common fund, is really the speculator. If no sickness 
attacks him during his years of strength and activity, 
and he dies before he is past labour, he has been suc- 
cessful in his speculation ; but if he fall sick at an 
early period; or if he live to old age, he is a great loser ; 
for nis sayings, witTi their accumulations, will support 
him but for a short time in sickness ; or, even if he rie- 
tain something in old age, after having provided forhia 
occasional illnesses, the annuity which he can then 
purchase, will be very inferior indeed to that which he 
would have obtained, if he had entitled himself to the 
benefit of the accumulated savings of all those who, 
having contributed for many years to a superannuation 
fund, had never reached an age to require it. 

A common fund, in all cases of contingency, is not 
less obviously for the interest of the public. The un- 
successftil speculator described in the last illustration, 
in other words the depositor in a saving bank, who falls 
into habitual sickness or reaches old age, must either 
starve, or come upon his friends or neighbours wholly 
or partially for support. In this country the poor l^ws 
will bring him upon the parish. The parish will lose 
all that the more fortunate speculators gain. The pa- 
rochial funds must supply the diflerence between the 
expense of maintaining the sick and aged poor of the 
parish, and the amount of the accumulated deposits of 
those sick and aged persons only : whereas, if the peo- 
ple contribute to a common fund, the parish will have 
to supply the difference between the expense and the 
accumulated contributions of all the people ; which 
difference, if the society be well constituted^ -v^lLVVi^ 
nothing. 
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The. coi]Qinitte& were very anxious that in thus coRir 
paring, as l^^ey fe)t.liiom4^ Saving B^mks with Friendly 
3ocieties, they s^Qi:^ Wt. ^e midesstpod t/o depreciate 
the former ; all th^y ii^sisted upon was, that for the 
particidaj: purposes to which Friendly Societies were 
applicable, Sa,viijg BanJks were entirely inefficient,, a^ 
that thps/^. pujfp&s^s w^e highly beneficial to the peo- 
ple and ike state. It fallows, that Saving Banks 
ouglu not tQ. supersede Friendly Societies ; but it does 
not fpUpw (m; is^ oQ the other hand, a consequence 
to, be greatly deprecated) that Saving Banks should 
be superseded by Friendly Societies. There are ob- 
jects, which mu^t be effected by individual deposits^ 
Qud }?y then;i ouly : ^ind ia^ descriUng, as a loss sus- 
^inedi hy a. parish, the surphis enjoyed by a healthy 
di&positpr, the comn^i^tee confined thJemselves entirely 
to the watter of calculation ; being fully sensible of ti^^ 
i)94ny great adivautag^s ta be derived to the coQimu^ 
nity^ not only from the example of successful ind;^^. 
i^nd individual prudeuce w^i^li that d^>ositpr in^y 
afford, but &oif^ the existence of a man who has, by 
labour and ftugaJEity, raised him^elC ahove his. cUss. 
And in recoipinending Friendly Socie:ties, the com- 
n^ittee coufi^ied themselves to such as., ^r^. fopiped, upon 
th^ sQuiid andsa£e p^ciples. explained in their report, 

Thje committee were not aware of any instance iii^ 
which a Saving Bank and a Friendly Society had been. 
United in, oue. institution. They were of opinipn, that 
$uch combination might he very useful, and that, if ai^Y 
alteration were uece^sar^ iU;th(^law fpr that purpp9^i,it 
ought tc^ be njAde. 
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THEIR ORIGIN. 



B.ULES AND REGULATIONS. 

Frienxuly Societies were fot the first tini^ expressly 
noticed by the legislature in the thirty- third year of tl\e. 
reign of the lajte king, (cap. 54.) when their utility had; 
been duly appreciated, as will best appear by quoting 
the introdqctory words of the sjtatute, which thus be- 
gins :— 

'' Whereas the protectioB and euie^i^ufagement 06 
" Fsiendly So^reties. in this kingdom.^ for rf^ising, by vo- 
*' luntaiy subscription of the membeiis iheri^oi^ separate 
" funds for the mutual relief and nMuntenance of the said 
<' members, in siclpness, old age> and in^nuty^ is likely 
*' to, be attended with very beneficial effects^ by pro- 
" motiug the happiness of individual, and at the same 
** time diminishing the publi<> burdens :" and then pro- 
ceeds (sec. 1.) to enaot, Uiat it should and mig^t be law- 
ful, to and for any numbex of persons m Great Britain, 
to form themselves into, and to establash theiwi^elyes into, 
one or more . society or societies of good fellow^p, fop 
the purpose^ of raising from .time to time, by subscriptions 
of the several members of every such society, or by vo- 
luntary contributions, a. stoipk or fund for the mutual re- 
lief and maintenance pf aU and every the members there- 
of, in old age, sickness and infirmity, or for the relief of 
the widows and children of deceased members; and to 
and for the several members of each such society, or such 
number of them as shoald be noniinated a committee for 
that purpose, from time 40 time to assemble together, and 
to niake„. ordain, and CQOStitute such proper and whole- 
some rules, orders, and. rjegulations, fox tVv«Vk^XX.^\ %«\«^\\r 
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2 RtUes and Regulations, 

ment and guidance of the same, as to the major part of 
such society or such committee thereof, so assembled to- 
gether, should seem meet; so as such rules, orders, and 
regulations should not be repugnant to the laws of this 
realm, nor any of the express provisions or regulations of 
this act; and to impose and inflict such reasonable fines 
and forfeitures upon the several members of any such 
society, who should offend against such rules, orders, or 
regulations, as should be just and necessary for duly en- 
forcing the same, to be respectively paid to such uses, for 
the benefit of such society, as such society, by such rules, 
orders, or regulations should direct ; and also from time to 
time to alter, and amend such rules, orders, and regula- 
tions, as occasion should requir-e, or to annul and repeal 
the same, and to make new riiles, orders, and regulations 
in lieu thereof, under such restrictions as are in that act 
contained. 

In another part of the act the objects of the rules 
are more minutely detailed, and it is enacted,* that 
every such society, so to be established, before any 
of the rules, orders, or regulations thereof should be con- 
firmed by the justices in the manner therein directed, 
should, in or by one or more of the general rules, orders, 
or regulations to be confirmed by such justices, declare 
all and every the intents and purposes for which such so- 
ciety was intended io be established ; and should also, in 
and by such rules, orders, and regulations, direct all and 
every the uses and purposes to which the money, which 
should from time to time be paid, subscribed, or given to or 
for the use or benefit of such society, or which should arise 
therefrom, or in anywise belonging to such society, should 
be appropriated and applied, and in what shares and pro- 
portions, and under what circumstances any member of 
such society or other person should or might become en- 
titled to the same or any part thereof, and which applica- 
tion should not in any wise be repugnant to the uses, 
intents, and purposes of such society, or any of them so to 
be declared as aforesaid ; and that all such rules, orders, 
or regulations, during the continuance of the same, should 
be complied with and enforced ; and that the monies so 
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subscribed, paid, or given, or so arising to or for the use 
or benefit of such society, or belonging thereto, -should not 
be diverted or misapplied either by the treasurer or trea- 
surers, trustee or trustees, or any other officer or (^cers 
of such society entrusted therewith, under such penalty or 
forfeiture as such society should, by any general rule, or^ 
der, or regulation, impose and inflict for such offence. 

And in order that those rules might, without difficulty, 
be known to every member, it was enacted,* that all 
the rules, orders, and regulations, from time to time made, 
ordained, and constituted by any such society, in 'the man- 
ner directed by this act, ' should forthwith be entered into 
a book or books, to be kept by one or more of the mem- 
bers of such society to be appointed for that purpose, and 
should be signed by the said members, and should at all 
seasonable times be open for the inspection of any mem- 
ber of such society ; and that such rules, orders, and re- 
j^ulations, so entered and signed, should be deemed origi- 
nal orders, and should be received in>evidence as such in 
all disputes and ^ in cdl -trials before any court in this king- 
ed om ; and that no certiorari should be brought or allowed 
to remove any of the rules, orders, or regulations of any 
such society, made in pursuance of this act, into any of 
his M^esty's courts of record at Westminster. 

By the act 69 Geo. III. c. 128. s. 9., it is enacted, 
that the rules of every .society or institution formed 
under the authority of that act, should specify the place 
or places at which it is intended such society or institu- 
tion should hold its meetings,^ and should contain pro- 
visions with respect to the powers and duties of the 
members at large, and of such committees or officers as 
may be appointed for the management of the affairs of 
such society, subject always to the provisions of that 
act with respect to the appointment and duties and 
powers of the trustees ; and such society or institution 
should not be subject to the propulsions and restrictions of 
the act 33 Geo. ILL c. 54„ as to the appointment of 
committees or otherwise, with respect to the majiKage- 
ment of such society or institution. Other proper rules 
will be found under the various heads. 



* 33 Geo. HI. cap. 54. ««c\. \^. 
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JURISDKJTION OF JUSTICES OF TH« PEACE. 

The Ugiflatune foresaw, that in societies coHMBting, in 
s^i^i^ instances, of many hundred individuals of differeot 
trad^ apd perauaiHons, ai^d, variottsly opposed, in their in^ 
teresta and i^iews, disputes and differeijicea^ would perpe- 
tually s^rise, wb}<^ might lead: to interminable litigation.; 
an4 therefore in the first act it. gave the jiurisdiction of 
thpse, societies to the justices of the. peace, and enacted,^ 
that all svifih, rules, orders, and regulations^ with, all con- 
y^ent speed after the san^ should be made, altered, or 
amended, and so from time to time after every making, 
altering, on amending tibuereof, should be exhibited in 
nfl-it^ to the jusliK^es of the peace assembled ckt. the ge- 
neral quarter sessions of: the: peace, ox at any adjourn- 
ment thereof, in and for the county, riding, division, or 
shire whei:e such society should be established ; and such 
rules, orders^ and r^ulations -should be sulj^ect to the 
review:of such, justices who should and might, after due 
egcai^inatiQii} theseof, at the then or the then next subse- 
quent sessi^u, annul and maJke. void all such rules, orders, 
3:94 regulatiojRs as should be repugnant to this, act, and 
should allow and confirm all such rules, ordeis and re- 
gulations as. should be Gonfonnable to the true intent and 
meaning of this act ; and after the confirmation thereof 
by s>ich justicesy all such rules, orders, and regulations so 
c{]in£rmed, should be signed by the clerk of the peace at 
su^s^ssk>ns> and a d«^)licat8there[e£, being first feirly 
Wfp^e on pai>ehm^i^, should be deported with. the clerk 
ofcthepea^e^ ai.suchisessioo]^ to be by hrim filed with the 
roiUs^QV the sessions there, witfioutiany fee being paid for 
aij^ matter or thing relating to the same ; aqd that such 
ruli^, Qi^rs, 8(nd regulations, approved of and confirmeil 
by( the juices, and filed as aforesaid, should be binding 
on.all. parties duriug the contiouanee of > the same; and 
that DQ such sQci^y which ^should, thereafter be esta- 
bli^^, should be decerned to be within the intent and 
nyeao^ng of thajt aet^ uoftil good' and; competent r4iles, or-^* 
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ders, and regulations for the government of the same 
should be confirmed by the iustices, and filed as afore- 
saidy according to th^ directions of the act before-men- 
tioned ; nor should any such society^ then already esta^ 
blished for the purpose aforesaid, be, or be deemed, or 
taken to be within the inteni and meaning of this act, un- 
less all the rules, orders, or regulations, under which such- 
society was thereafter to be governed, should be exhibited 
and confirmed in numner aforesaid, and should be filed at 
the general quarter sessions of the peace, or at any ad- 
journment thereof,, to be holden.in and for the county, 
riding, division^ or shire where such society had been ^- 
tablished, at ^some time before or immediately then next 
after the feast of St. Michael^ in the year one thousand 
seven hundred. and niivety-four. 

The benefits derived oy these societies from the statu- 
tory enactments, induced the clergy to seek their aid and 
protection for the societies established for relieving their 
widows, orphans, and families ; and accordingly, by. the 
35 G. III. cap. 111., after reciting (sec. 2.) that several 
benevolent and charitable institutions were formed, for 
*the purpose of, relieving, by voluntary subscriptions, the 
widows, orphans, and families of the clergy and others 
in distressed circumstances, it was enacted, that it should 
be lawful for the governors, directors, managers, or mew*v 
hers of any institution for the purpose of relieving the 
widows, orphan^, and families of the. clergy and others in 
distressed circumstances, to frame good and wholesome 
rules for the management and distribution of their funds, 
and the same, from time to time to amend and alter, or to 
make new rules, as occasion should require, and to pro- 
cure the same to be presented to the justices of the peace 
for their confirmation, and to be registered, uncUr and 
subject to the same conditions, methods, restrictions and 
regulations, as the members of such societies were directed 
to make,. alter, amend, or renew and register their rules. 

Many societies having neglected to, exhibit dieir rules, 
the time for doing so was extended by the 35 Geo. III. 
c. 111. to any time before or immediately after Michael- 
mas session, 1796.* 

* And now they may be iiirolled at any time •, it^fta^ \^^.^. t,VU^« 

B 5 



Jurisdiction 

Several societies, established in towns and places 
having peculiar jurisdiction, had inadvertently exhibited 
their rules, orders, and regulations to the justices assem- 
bled at the general quarter sessions, having peculiar 
jurisdiction for such towns and places respectively, and 
not for the county, riding, division, or shire at large, as 
required by the act 33 Geo. III. c. 54. ; and much 
uncertainty has prevailed from time to time, in conse- 
quence of the uncertain meaning of the word division ; 
and the jurisdiction of several extensive liberties in this 
country has been questioned as to the power of hearing 
appeals against orders of removal of paupers in settlement 
cases. The legislature in this case removed the diffi- 
culty by the act of 43 Geo. III. cap. 111., whereby it 
is enacted, that it should be lawful for any such society,' 
who should have exhibited the rules, orders, and regul- 
ations made for government thereof at any general or 
quarter sessions, having peculiar jurisdiction for the 
town or place where such society was established, and 
not to the sessions for the county, riding, division, 
or shire at large, to exhibit the rules, orders, and regu- 
lations of such society to the justices assembled at any 
general quarter sessions, or at any adjournment thereof, 
to be holden for the county, riding, division, or shire, 
where such society was established ; such rules, orders, 
and regulations bearing the certificate of the town clerk 
or other proper officer, at the time when such rules, orders, 
and regulations were respectively first exhibited, or to 
exhibit in like manner a duplicate or true copy of such 
rules, orders, and regulations, with an affidavit annexed, 
to be taken before any one justice of the peace of the 
county, riding, division, or shire where such society was 
established, which such justice was thereby authorised 
to take, of the time when suchTiiles, orders, and regula- 
tions were respectively first exhibited as aforesaid, sub- 
ject to the like examination, review, allowance, and 
confirmation of the justices assembled at such last- 
mentioned general quarter sessions, or adjournment 
thereof, as was directed by the said recited act ; and 
that such rules, orders, and regulations being confirmed 
by the justices at such last mentioned general or quarter 
sessions, or any adjournment thereof, in manner directed 
l>y the said recited act, might be 6\ed sit ii\ic\v '^e?»'svQx«., 
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and should be as valid and effectual, from the time tbe 
same were first exhibited at the sessions haying such 
peculiar jurisdiction as aforesaid, as if the same had 
been originally exhibited and filed at fhe sessions holden 
for the said county, riding, division, or shire. 

The more recent statute, 59 Geo. III. c. 128. seems to 
have been dictated by another policy, for by that statute 
the rules of a society may be conhrmed by the justices 
assembled at the general quarter sessions of a place of 
separate jurisdiction, which of course embraces all 
liberties, cities, and boroughs, having a distinct com- 
mission of the peace, and for which general quarter 
sessions are held. This statute, however, only applies 
to societies formed subsequently to its passing : as to so- 
cieties formed previously, the enrollment of their rules can 
be made only at the sessions of the county, riding, division, 
'Or shire at large ; but all restrictions on the time of doing 
it were removed by an act passed in the forty-ninth year 
of the late king, cap. 125. by which it is enacted, 
that all such societies, the rules, orders, and regula- 
tions of which should have been exhibited to the justices 
of the peace since Michaelmas, 1796, or which should 
at any time thereafter be exhibited in the manner there- 
inbefore directed, and which should have been or should 
be dijalt with, examined, approved of, and confirmed 
by the justices in the manner directed by the act of 
83 Geo. III. and had been or should be deposited with 
the clerk of the peace, and filed as therein directed, 
sliouid be deemed and taken to be within the intent and 
meaning of the said act, as amply and for all purposes 
as if their rules had been established within the periods 
limited in either of the before -mentioned acts. 

This is at present the law with regard to all societies 
formed before the passing of a statute, (59 Geo. HI. c. 128.) 
which has been already noticed, and will be hereafter 
more fully detailed. The rules of any such society may 
at any time be exhibited to and confirmed by the justices 
of the county, riding, division, or shire assembled in 
quarter sessions, and a duplicate deposited as required 
by the act of 33 Geo. III. ; nor does it appear that it is 
requisite any particular officer of the society should \\^ 
the party exhibiting the rules. TSo ob^^voiv ^y^^-^x*?* 
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to its being done by or on the behalf of any member or 
members, and therefore we are disposed to hazards 
an opinion that if a society be established with 
reference to these acts of parliament, and the rules 
should not have been exhibited to the justices, that any 
individual member may do so ; and this is very important 
to infirm members of societies virhose rules may have 
been omitted to be exhibited, and whose officers might 
be screened from justice, if they could not be brought 
within the acts of parliament relating to friendly societies. 
Another diihculty might be encountered in regard to 
getting possession of the rules for the purpose of enrolling 
them ; and it might be contended to be necessary to 
exhibit the original engrossment of the rules ; but if 
they cannot be got at, we would recommend the enroll- 
ment of a copy, with which every member is usually 
suf^lied ; and we have very little doubt that this 
would be sufficient, especially as its object would be 
to promote justice, and carry the original intentions 
into execution. As an act of prudence, we would advise 
the member a{)plying. to the sessions to give the officers 
of the society, notice to produce the original rules at the 
sessions. These remarks are only meant to apply to 
societies formed before the 59 Geo. III. c. 128. ; for by 
t)iat statute all societies subsequently formed, must be 
conformable to the enactments therein contained : the 
preamble of which states, that the habitual reliance 
of poor persons upon parochial relief, rather than upon 
their own industry, tends to the moral deterioration of 
the people, and to the accumulation of heavy burthens 
upon parishes ; and it is desirable, with a view as well to 
the reduction of the assessments made for the relief of 
the poor, as to the improvement of the habits of the 
people, that encouragement should be afforded to persons 
aesirous of making provision for themselves or their 
fj^ilies out. of the fruits of their own industry ; and that 
"by the contribution of the savings of many persons to 
one common fund, the most effectual provisions may be 
made. for the casualties affecting all the contributors; and 
it is therefore desirable to afford further facilities and 
additional security to persons who may be willing to 
unite in appropriating small sums from time to time to 



the formation of one comiyon fmi4, (ot: the purpjO«ea 
aforesaid ; and it i» desirable to pirotect such persoui 
against the effects of fraud or OMspalculation. It then 
recites generally the acts passed in the S24^ 35tb, 4;3d» 
and 4pth years of th^ reign of his. Majesty already 
stated ;. and states ihat the provision^ of, tb^ose acts 
hacl been found insufficient for their purposes,, ^d grejBtt 
abuses ha-d prevajiXed in nuiny societies establis^cid under 
the authority of such apts; and it therefore enacted, 
that no society, thereaftei: to be fbnaed in. JBiiglan4 or 
Wales, qr the noembers; thereof, should be en|itled tp tl^ 
benefits or siutyeQt to the provisions of the, said 9fii»a 
unless such society, should have been constituted uinier 
the auLthprity aAd according to the provisions of this act ; 
and that when apy number of persons in England or 
WaXes.shou]d intena to form, under the authority of this 
act, a friendly society or insdtution, whereby it ii^ in- 
tended to provide by. contribution, on the principle of 
iputual insurance, for the maintenance or assiftaiice of the 
contributors thereto, their wives or children, in sickpie^s, 
infancy, advanced age, widowhood, or any oth^r natural 
state or contingency, whereof the occurrence is sMs^epti-f 
ble of calculation by way of average, it should be. lawful 
for such persons to make application by ni^iiiDrial, 
signed as hereinafter nientioned, to the justices assevibJied 
at the general quarter sessions of the peace, or soq^ 
ac^ournmefit thereof, in and for the county, ridhig> or 
place of separate jurisdiction^ wherein such socie.ty- is 
ajbout to be estabUshed, for a confirmation and appi:oval 
of thi^ rules of such intended institution, and <^ the 
tablesof payments and ailowanceft to be adopted therein ; 
aud that if such justices^ or any committee by them, 
apjpointed^ consisting of not less than three justices 
(of whom two should be a quorum,) should;, after due 
examination thereof, be satisfied that the contingencies 
for which it is intended to provide, whether specifically 
naioed in this act or not, are such as, according to the 
true meaning and intent of this act, are fit to be pro- 
videclforby such society; and shoi44. deeffli the ruks 
and tables of such society, either in, \k». fon» ia wbieln. 
they^ should have beea originally exhibited, or with such 
omissions, additions, or idterationa aa m\^^ 'W t&mS^^ 
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therein by the said justices, with the consent of the 
persons proposing to be trustees of such society, to be 
nt and proper ; and should be satisfied that the formation 
of such society would be useful and beneficial, regard 
being had to the existence of any other society already 
formed under wholesome rules within the same district 
for the like purposes; the said rules or tables, so con- 
firmed or amended should be deposited and enrolled 
according to the provisions of the said first mentioned 
act, and a copy thereof, authenticated by the signature 
of two or more justices, should be delivered to the 
trustees of such society, and should thenceforward be- 
come the rules of such society, and should be binding on 
all parties concerned. Provided always, that such justices 
should not confirm and allow any tables of payments or 
benefits, or any rules dependent upon or connected with 
the calculation thereof, until it should have been made 
appear to such justices that the said tables and rules 
were such as had been approved by two persons at the 
least, known to be professional actuaries, or persons 
skilled in calculation, as fit and proper, according to the 
most correct calculation of which the nature of the case 
would admit. 

This section appears to have drawn much attention 
from the committee of the House of Commons in 1825 ; 
and feeling as we do that the observations on it in their 
Report are much more valuable than any we could 
maKe, they will be here repeated. 

The first enactment of the act was intended to engage 
the more particular attention of the magistrates in quarter 
sessions, in its administration ; and to point their atten- 
tion to some material objects of inquiry. In the first 
place, their approval is to be asked, not of the rules only, 
but of the tables of payments and allowances to be 
adopted in the society. These were doubtless included 
under the general words of former acts ; but the present 
expression is calculated to remind the justices, that the 
proportion between the payments and the attendant 
benefits, is an essential point in every plan which they 
are required to consider. 

The act provides, that the duties which it prescribes 
to the justices may be performed either by the bench 
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collectively, or by any committee of not fewer than three 
justices. The committee were decidedly of opinion, that 
this reference to a committee, would, in almost all cases, 
be the more advisable course ; because the justices in a 
body can hardly be expected to give minute attention 
to each project ; and it is probable, that in every county* 
three or four justices will be found, who are more fami-' 
liarly acquainted with the system and its principles. 

The bench, or committee, are to satisfy themselves, 
that the contingencies for which it is intended to provide, 
whether specifically named in this act or not, are such 
as, according to the true intent and meaning of the act, 
are fit to be provided for in the mode proposed. The 
committee had reason to believe that due attention had 
not always been paid to this direction of the law, and 
that rules had been admitted, whereby an allowance had 
been promised to persons confined under certain circum- 
stances for debt : the committee had no hesitation' in 
pronouncing, that all rules of this sort, referring to con- 
tingencies which were certainly not " natural," were 
absolutely beyond the operation of the act, and ought 
in no case to be allowed. 

In proceeding to require, more generally, that the 
justices must, before admitting the rules, be satisfied 
that they are " fit and proper;" the same section states 
that the rules may be approved, either in the form in 
which they shall have been originally exhibited, or with 
such omissions, additions or alterations as may be made 
therein by the justices, with the consent of the persons 
proposing to be trustees of the society. 

The former act appears, according to its obvious con- 
struction, to have given to the magistrates the power of 
altering the rules tendered to them for enroln^ent ; and 
enrolling them so altered, whether the alterations were 
acceptable or not. The present act requires the con- 
currence of the trustees : if these, who act on the part of 
the society, are willing to forego the benefit of the act, 
rather than submit to the regulations which the justices 
think reasonable or necessary, they are at liberty to 
withdraw their application, and to proceed without being 
either subject to the restrictions or entitled to the pri- 
vileges of the act. Cases of this sott \iave wtcwrt^. 



<< 



V2 Jurisdictunk 

The act coQteoiplates another case^ in. which the 
justicea may think it inexpedient to. give the privileges, 
to a new society. They are required ta satisfy themselves, 
that the formcution ox such society will be useful and 
beneficial, regard beiru^ had to the existence of any 
otker society already, formed under wholesome rukSf 
within the same district for the like purposes* *^ 
The committee were not aware whether any attentio^i 
had bo^n paid to this.enaetmeut ; but they w^« of opinion 
that a reference to it may often be useful, upon more tluMi: 
one ground. 

It is clear that a very small society cannot be secure; 
among a very few individuals, the law of average wijl not 
operate. What number of persons ought to combine, ia 
order to form an average, it is not easy to sta^.; and 
dieEe is a di&rence <^ opinioa a& to Uie lowest number 
that will be secure. The committee think it desirable 
that no society should consist of fewer than 200 members. 
Where -a, pioposition is made for establishing a new club, 
in a town» vtUage ov district,, in^ which one already exists^, 
and which appears to be incapable, from its population, 
of supporting two clubs sufficient^, numerous, the ma^s- 
tratea are perfectly justified in 'reusing, if they shall so 
dunk fit, to. give to a second the special privileges of the 
act. 

It is a question, for consideration, how far the prefer- 
ence of larger societies ought to be carried ; and whether 
magistrates ought to act upon it, where there is no grouud 
of objection to the small one which, it is proposed io 
establish. Of late years, institutions have been formed, 
intended to embrace all the inhabitants of a county, or 
large district. Such societies undoubtedly possess many 
advantages ; the security is much greater, by reason not 
only of the number of members, but ofi the superior respon- 
sibility of the trustees, and officers, and the greater intel- 
ligence and accuracy with- which the business is likely to 
be conducted. There is no possibility of using the society, 
^ purposes of unlawful or dangerous^ combination. The 
medical attendance also will probably be BQu>re liberally 
rewarded; and if the concern is of sufficient magnitude 
to allow of an agent, in. every part of the district, Uiere is 
perhaps no greater danger of imposition than when the 
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society consists entirely of neighbours, acquainted witk 
each other. IS^everthelesSy it is certain^ that the people 
tbenoLselyes are disinclined to snhstitute a subscripl^n to 
these general institutions for their contribution to chibs 
managed by themselves; they do mot like to see the 
management in other hands than their own; and they 
\^y^ Bf^' uftde^Qed apprehension of an invasion of their 
funds by the government. It would doubtless be very 
desirable to re.i9p;ire these idl^ j^Oilousies, and to- encourage 
the people to accomplish their object in the more secure 
and certain method, pointed out to them ; but it may be 
doubted whether it would be either prudent of just to 
c;.arry this attempt so far as to withhokl the privileges of 
the law from any smaller associations^ which appear to 
be constituted upon sound a^d safe principlies, solely 
because theire Ls a county institution, to which the oontri% 
butors may resort, Jt i^ always, tp be apprehended, thai 
the effect would be, not to extend the la/ger institution, 
but to pcevent the establishment of ib» sm^ler^ or ta 
Qccsiisioft Us^ being formed, without, the protection of the 
la,w. 

A more specific provi^ioii. will be necessary, widi. 
respect, to the form of eoirolnient, and the authentication, 
qf the copies ; pointy upon which thece is seme discre^ 
pancy in the Acts^ and in the practice <xf the counties. 

The provisioH regarding actuaries, is a peculiacity itr 
the aclof 1819> upon- a sufficient atteation to. which, the 
stability not less of the' larger ^^an the smaller societies 
essentially depends. 

This provision is, in prineiple^ of the highest utility, 
and it has already, the committee had veason to believe* 
been productive of much good ; but its effect had been 
impeded by soniis defects in the provisipn itself, and by 
some errors in practice:^ 

Who are piofespional actuaries or persons skiUed in 
calculation ? ^nd in what way are the justices to satisfy 
themselves that the persons by whom^ the tables are signed, 
really answer to the description of skijful calculatons ? 
The committee had called for 2^ iretum from each county:, 
of the names of all persons upon whose opinion any tables 
have been sanctioned; and by an inspection of the names, 
coupled with locals information qbtained i\%m \&fe\s^^\%^^ 
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the committee, the committee were informed, that in' 
many counties the bench had been satisfied with the 
signature of petty schoolmasters and accountants, whose 
opinion upon the probability of sickness, and ihe duration 
of life, is not to be depended upon. 

The act* then contains an important provision about the 
rules, and for this purpose it enacts, that it should and 
might be lawful for the justices assembled at the general 
quarter sessions of the peace for any county or riding in 
England or Wales, from time to time to make and pub- 
lish such general rules for the formation and government 
of friendly societies or institutions, under the authority of 
this act, as to such justices may appear fit ; and to re- 
quire that the rules of all friendly societies thereafter 
established within such county or riding, should be made 
conformable to such general rules ; and it should also be 
lawful for such justices to declare, that the rules proposed 
for the formation of such friendly societies or institutions, 
which should be made conformable to such general rules, 
might be exhibited to and confirmed by any two or more 
justices, holding petty sessions within the division wherein 
any such society is to be estliblished ; and in such case, 
and subject always to the direction of such general rules 
published as aforesaid, such justices in petty sessions 
should have the like powers, and their proceedings should 
be subject to the like provisions, in regard to the forma- 
tion of friendly societies, as are by this and the former 
acts established in respect of the justices assembled in 
general or quarter sessions. 

By this statute the rules may be confirmed by the jus- 
tices of a separate jurisdiction assembled at the general 
quarter sessions, but the power of deputing the authority 
to do so to the petty sessions, given by the third section, 
is confined to the justices of a county or riding, and 
therefore, except in Yorkshire, which alone has ridings, 
this deputing power can only be exercised by justices who 
are in the commission of the peace for an entire county. 
It follows, that justices appointed by a commission for a 
division, such as prevails in Lincolnshire, or for any li- 
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berty short of an entire county, cannot delegate their 
authority under this act to the petty sessions, except in- 
deed the justices for the three ridings of Yorkshire. Ci- 
ties being counties of themselves are of course copapre- 
hended ; but, as the act says, '' such general rules may 
*' be exhibited to and confirmed by any two or more jus- 
'' tices, holding petty sessions within the division wherein 
'^ any such ^pciety is to be established," it seems to con- 
template counties which, for the purpose of the magisterial 
business transacted at petty sessions, the justices them- 
selves had divided ; a practice which prevails, it is be- 
lieved, in V€ry few, if any, cities. And such delegation 
can be made only in those counties in which the justices, 
assembled in general quarter sessions, have made and pub- 
lished general rules for the formation and government of 
friendly societies or institutions. 

The powers of justices of the peace on other points 
will be found under subsequent titles. 



ALTERATIONS OF RULES. 

The legislature has also made provision for alterations 
in the rules of friendly societies. When in their infancy 
it was impossible for the wisest heads to frame articles 
for their guidance that should meet every difficulty that 
might arise, much less could such a desideratum be at- 
tained by the conflicting and cru3e opinions of their first 
members. In these, as in all other human institutions, 
perfection is unattainable ; and accordingly, in the first 
and the last statutes on this subject, there are contained 
enactments intended to meet the difficulties as they arise. 

By the 3rd section of the stat* 33 Geo. III. c. 54., it is 
enacted, that no rule, order, or regulation confirmed by 
the justices of the peace in manner aforesaid, should be 
altered, rescinded, or repealed, unless at a general meet- 
ing of the members of such society as aforesaid, convened 
by public notice in writing, signed by the secretary or 
clerk of such society, in pursuance of a requisition for 
that purpose by three or more of the members of such 
society, and publicly read at the two usual ixL^e\.v[v^^Qii^>xOsv 
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society to be held iies:t before stK^h general theiefting forihe 
■puiipOBe of «iich alteration or repeal ;> unlei^ a eo^miiiittee of 
-such mcmsbers shotild have been nominated fot that pw 
po^, in which case such committee s^onM be convened 
in like manner ; and unless such alteration or tepeal should 
be made with the concurrence and approbation of three- 
fourths of the members of such society th«n and there 
present, or by the like proportion of such committee as 
aforesaid, if any should have been nominated for that 
purpose ; and that such alteration or repeal shotrld be stfb- 
ject to the review of the justices at such general qnaftet 
sessions of the peace, or at any adjournment thereof as 
aforesaid, and should be Med in' the manner thereinbefore 
directed ; and that no such rale, order or regulation shotdd 
be binding, or have any force ttr eftect, until the same 
should have been agreed to and confirined by isuch juS' 
laces, and filed as aforesaid. 

Hence it follows, that m order to tiiake a legal alter- 
ation of such rules, the following requisites must con* 
cur: — 

First. A requisition must be made by three or more 
members of the socieity, to call a. general meeting of the 
members ; from the context that requisition should be in- 
writing, and signed by the reqdisitionists. 

Secondly. A general meertihg of the meiifbers of the 
society must be convened by nolace in tvriting, signed by 
the secretary or clerk in pursuance of such requisitiom. 

Thirdly. This notice must be publicly read at the ttro 
usual meetings of the society hela next before such gene- 
ral meeting, for the purpose of such alteration or repeal. 

Fourthly. Tlie alteration or repeal must be made with 
the concurrefnce and -approbation of three-foutths of the 
members ctf the society then and there present. 

Fifl^y. I%te alteration or repeal is to be tevietfed by 
the ju^icesa% the gefi^ral quarter sessions, and filed as is 
directed in regard to the original articles, and is not bind- 
mg Until the Hew rule, &c. has been agreed to and 
cofffirftied by them, and been filed as aforesaid. 

The act, H will be seen, excepts the case of a com- 
mittee having been formed for the purpose ; but without 
pointing out by what authority that comfmittee must 
be constituted. The words would be applicable to e com- 
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mittee appbiftted hy the tulds of the society ; tittd in Uiatt 
case the like Tequisition must i)e ^giied ftfr a gaietftl 
meeting of l!he comtnittee, the lilce notice of it masft be 
given, the like propoTtion of tJie committee mtist cofn- 
Cut in th^ alteration or repeal, which should be con- 
^firmed by the justices in the same manner as alterations 
CT repeals made at a general meeting. This will be fur- 
ther treated of hereafter. And that enactment is lire Ittw 
at this day for aill societies formed before the i^t&tute 
59 "Geo, III. C.128, ; but as to all subsequently foitned, 
it is thereby enacted,* that when anfi as often as t!he trus- 
tees and persons having, under the rules of atfy Buoh 
society, the management thereof, shall be desirous of 
making any alteration in or addition to the rules and 
tables allowed and deposited as aforesaid, it shall be 
latvful for them to make further application by memorial 
to the justices in general or petty sessions as aforesaid ; 
ftuch memorial being i»gned by the trustees or the mayor 
part thereof; and such application shall be dealt with 
by the said justices according to the provisions therein 
inbefore contained, with respect to the allowance or 
alteration of the rules and tables proposed at the first 
establishment of such society, in as far as the same are 
applicable thereto. 

The co'ncluding words of this enactment refer so gene- 
Tally to the former sections, that they should be atten- 
tively considered before any application is nfade to the 
quarter sessions for an alteration of the rules. Much of 
that expense, which is too often tnconsidertitely and even 
rashly incurred, will be thereby avoided. Our readers 
*will not, perhaips, think us guilty of unnecessary repe^ 
tition, if for a moment we return to tbe earlier -sebtions of 
the act. From those sections, combined with that a^Ve 
stated, it is clear thait all continjendes to be provided 
for in the new rules must, eouauy with those in the 
Original rules, be such as, accOraing to the true intent and 
ni^ning of the act, are fit to be provided for by the 
Sodiety, and as are consented to by the trustees. It wiH 
be also equally competent to tbe justices to hare equal 
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regard to the existence of any other society in the same 
neighbourhood, as in the case of reviewing original rules. 
If any new rule will in any way affect the table of pay* 
ments or benefits in the original rules, or affect any 
original rule dependent upon or connected with the cal- 
culation thereof, such new rule ought, previously to the 
application to the quarter sessions, to be approved of by 
two skilful. actuaries. 

Another point remains to be touched upon : these 
alterations can be made at petty sessions, in those counties 
only in which the justices assembled at some general 
quarter sessions have framed general rules for the forma- 
tion and government of friendly societies and institutions, 
under the act of 55 Geo. III. c. 128.* and have declared 
that the rules of friendly societies or institutions, made 
conformable to such general rules, may be exhibited and 
confirmed by two or more justices holding petty sessions 
for the division wherein such society is to be established. 



COMMITTEES. 

It was considered necessary to delegate to a certain 
number of the members the executive power, and the 
direction and control of the oi£cers and funds of the 
society, during the interval between the annual meetings 
for the admission of members; and on this subject the act 
33 Geo. III. c. 54. enacts, that every such society should 
and might from time to time elect and appcrint any num- 
ber of the members of such society, not less than eleven, 
to be a committee, and should and might delegate to such 
committee all or any of the powers given by this act to be 
executed ; which, being so delegated, should continue to 
act as such committee Tor and during such time as they 
should be appointed ; and that in all cases where a stand- 
ing committee should be appointed for such society for 
general purposes, the powers of such committee should be 
declared in and by the rules, orders, and regulations of 
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such society, confirmed by the! justices of the peace at 
their sessions, and filed in the manner thereinbefore di- 
rected ; and in all cases where a committee should be 
appointed for any purpose or purposes, the powers dele- 
gated to such committee should be reduced into ^mting", 
and entered into a book by the secretary or clerk of such 
society, and . £ve of the members of such committee ait 
least should at all times be necessary to concur in any act 
of such committee, and such cononitte^ should, in all 
things de;legated to them, act for and in the name of such 
society ; and all acts and orders of such committee^ lind^ 
the powers delegated to them, should have the like force 
and effect as the acts and orders of such society, at any 
general meeting thereof, could or might have had in pur- 
suance of this act ;' with a proviso that the transactions 
of such committee should be, from time to time and at all 
times, subject and liable to the review, allowance or dis- 
allowance, ^nd control of such society, in such manner and 
form as such society should, by their general rules, orders, 
and regulations, confirmed by the justices and filed, as 
thereinbefore mentioned, have directed and appointed, or 
should in like manner direct and appoint* 

This section, it is conceived, must, as to any new rules 
or alterations, be conlroUed by the third section,! already 
treated on ; which, on the other hand» can be legally car- 
ried into execution only by a compliance with the* above 
enactment, and, in particular, that part of it whidb re- 
quires that five members of the committee shall concur 
in such new rules or alterations ; and looking to both sec- 
tions, it is not, perhaps, saying too much, that it would be 
unwise to go to the quarter sessions with new rules or 
alterations, unless they have been previously adopted at 
a general meeting of the society, convened by a requisi- 
tion of three members, and such requisition read at two 
meetings prior to such general meetmg, agreeably to our 
previous remarks ; and it wiU be sufficient to observe 
here, that these remarks only apply to societies and 
institutions, formed before the act 59 Geo. III. c. 128. : 
since those subsequently formed are subject to the provi- 
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sions of that act wbtch, in a preceding part of this little 
work have been, and in our future pages will be separately 
commented upon. 

• As to societies formed since the act of 59 Geo. III. 
c. 128., this is now by that statute altered as follow:*— 
that the rules of every society or institution formed 
under the authority of this act, shall specify the place 
or places at which it is intended such society or insti- 
tution shall hold its meetings, and shall contain provi^ 
sions with respect to the powers and duties of the 
members at large, and of such committees or officers 
as may be appointed for the management of the affairs 
of suich society, subject always to the provisions of this 
act with respect to the appointment, and duties, urd 
powers of the trustees; ana such society or institutioii 
shall not be subject to the provisions and restrictions 
of the said act of the 33rd year of his present Majesty's 
reign, as to the appointment of committees, or other- 
wise, with respect to the management of such society 
or institution. 

Experience, in fact, had proved how fruitless wasr 
the attempt to legislate on the minor details of these 
societies, especially since they became so numerous, and 
whose objects were directed to make provisions for 
various classes of persons wholly dissimilar in their 
habits*; thus a society of weavers, shoemakers, and 
other tradesmen, all residing in one town or in conti- 
guous villages might be managed very well at their 
monthly meetings ; but a society of sailors sailing for 
instance from the ports of London or Liverpool, would 
require a more perfect and detailed constitution. The 
legbiature, therefore, in tiie last mentioned act simply 
provided for the appointment of a committee, and left 
it to the parties themselves to define its powers in their 
rules, orders, and regulations, subject to the paternal 
care of the justices assembled in general or quarter 
sessions. 
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OFFICERS^ 

These societies hare the power of appointing ofliceni 
for their yarious duties under the statute 33 Geo. III» 
c. 54.^ which enacts,* that every such society idiall 
and may from time to time at any of their genend 
meetinffSy or hy their committee, if any shall be ap» 
point^ for that society, elect and appoint such persons 
mto the office of steward, president, warden, treasurer, 
or trustee of such society as they shall think proper ; 
and also shall and may from time to time elect and 
appoint such clerks and other officers as sdiall be deemed 
necessary to carry into execution the purposes of such 
institution, for such space of time and ror such purposes 
as sfcnll be fixed and established by the rules and regu- 
lations of such society, and from time ta time to eleot 
andappointothersinthe room of those who shall vacate or 
die ; add such treasurer or treasurers, trusteeor trustees, and 
all and every other officer or officers or other persons 
whatsoever, who shall be appointed to any office m aAy- 
wise touching or ccmceming the receipt, management, 
or expenditure of any sum or sums of money collected 
for the purpose of any sudi society, before he or they 
shall be admitted- to take upon him or them the execu«- 
tion of any such office or trust, shall (if required so to 
do by the rules or regulations of such society to which 
such officers shall belong) become bound with two suffi- 
cient sureties for the just and faithful executicm of sudi 
office or trust, and for rending a just afad true accoimt, 
according to the rules, orders, and regulations of such 
sod^ ; and in all matters lawful to pay obedienQe to 
the Same in such penal sum or sums of money as by 
the mi^cMT part of such society, at any such meetii^p 
as afcnresaia, shall be thought expedient, and to the 
satisfaction of siich society, and that every such boiid 
or bonds to be giveh by or on behalf of such treasurer 
or treasurers, trustee or trustees, shall be given to the 
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clerk of the peace of the county, riding, division, or 
^lire, where such society shall be established for the 
time beings without fee Or reward ; and in case of for- 
feiture, it shall be lawful to sue upon such bond in the 
name of the clerk of the peace for the time bemg, for 
the use of the said society, and every such bond or 
bonds to be given by any other person or persona ap^ 
pointed to any such office or trust as aforesaid, shall oe 
given to the treasurer or treasurer's trustee or 6:iistees as 
aforesaid of such society for the time being, to be by 
him or them respectively prosecuted for any forfeiture 
thereof, and to the use of such society to which such 
officer or officers shall belong, and no bond . or other 
iecarity'to be given to or on account of any such 
society, or in pursuance of this act, shall be charged 
or chargeable with any stamp-duty whatever. 

• We have already noticed the extension of the benefit 
of therfnendly society acts to the clerical inslitttliens by 
the act of 35 Geo. III. c. Ill; and by that act aft 
especial provision is made for the appointment of a 
treasurer in the following eikactment :* 

• That the govemors^ directors, managers, or members 
of any such institution, whose rules shall be confirmed 
and registered according to the directions of the act 
33 G«o. III. c. 54. should and might appoint, a 
treasurer who should give such security as is thereby 
directed, and that such treasurer so appointed, should 
be subject to account for the funds belonging to such 
inftituticta, and the same should be vested in such trea^ 
surer, and such treasurer should sue and be sued m such 
manner as is directed by the said act,- and that all 
powers, authorities, rules, methods, directions, regula- 
tions, provisions, conditi^ms, restriciions in the said act 
contained, so far as the same relate to the appointment 
of treasurers; or to the taking security from such trea-^ 
surer, and for protecting, securing, or recoverii^ the 
funds vested in such treasurer, should be extended to 
all and every the institutions established by virtue of 
this act, or any of them, and all such institutions should 
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have and enjoy, and be entitled unto the benefit of this 
act, with relation to the several matters before men- 
.tioned, as fully and effectually as any .society established 
by virtue of the said act of the 33 Geo. III. could or. 
might have or enjoy the same, and all the powers^ 
au&orities, rules, methods, directions, regulations, pro- 
visions, conditions, and restrictions in the said act con-> 
tained in relation to the several matters! befodre mentioned^ 
should be applied and put in exetcuiion with req^t to 
the several institutions established by virtue of this 
act, as fully and effectually as if the same. had beem 
particularly repeated and re-enacted in this act 

The act 59 Geo. III. c. 128., which, it has been al- 
ready, remarked, extends only to societies that have 
been formed since it was passed, has made the office 
of a trustee more independent of the fleeting resolutions 
of these societies, and made him irremoveable but by 
the authority of the justices in quarter sessions; it is 
thereby enacted,* that every memorial presented to ibe 
justices should se(t forth the names, residence* and occu- 
pation of three persons at the least, of whom the majority 
should be substantial householders assessed to the relief 
of the poor, upon a sum not less than £60., w^hich 
persons riiould be trustees of such society or institutioii ; 
and the signature of- such intended trustees should be 
affixed to such memorial, and that such society should 
from time to time in such manner as might have been 

Sreacribed by the rules liiereof, elect other persons 
uly. qualified as aforesaid to fill such vacancies as 
mi^^ occur among such trustees; and in case euch 
vacancy should continue for more than three months, 
so as to reduce the number of trustees below the number 
of thvee, it should be lawful £or the remaining trustees 
to nominate, one other fit person to be the third trustee : 
Provided alwa3rt, that no trustee should be removed 
from his office without his own consent, except with 
the approbatioii of two or more justices in petty sessions 
aasemfoW ; that the trustees of each such society should 
appoint one it person or more to be treasurer or trea- 
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surers of such society, and should require from such 
troasurer or treasurers such securities as the saidtmsteei 
Miffht from time to time deem necessary and pn^r, 
and tiliat no bond or other security to be given to or on 
account of any such society, or in pursuance of this f^ct, 
should be charged or chargeable with auy ^tamp^duty 
whatever ; that the trustees of any society or institutioii 
established under this act, should not be liable to make 
good any deficiency which mig^t arise in the funds of 
such society, unless such persons should have respectively 
declared by writing, under their hands, deposited and 
registered in like manner vrith the rules of such society, 
that they were willing to be answerable, and that it 
should be lawful for each of such persons, or for such 
persons collectively, to limit bis, her, or their responsi- 
bility to such sum as should be specified in any such 
instrument in writing; that when the trustees of any 
society formed under this act should be a^^prdbenaive 
that tiie funds of such society, together with the sum, 
(if any) for which persons having formed the said 
society, should have made themselves responsible > as 
aforesaid, were likely to prove insufficient to m«k« 
all the payments becoming due to the several parties 
interested, according to the rules of such society, the 
trustees should forthwith state their apprdbension and 
the grounds thereof to the justices, in general or quarter 
sessions, or if the rules of such institution should have 
been originaUy confirmed at the petty sessions, then to 
the justices in petty sessions, and that it should be la^iM 
for such justices, upon a full statement of the accounts 
and proceedings of such society, which the said trustees 
were thereby directed to furnish at the requisition of the 
committee to make such order for the adjustment of the 
claims of all parties interested in the funds of such society, 
as to them might appear fair and equitable : Provided 
always, that it shall be lawful for any person or persons 
who might think himself, herself, or themselves aggrieved 
by any such order of justices in petty sessions, to ap- 
peal therefrom -to the justices assembled in the quarter 
sessions next ensuing after the date of such order, whose 
decision should be final and conclusive. 

The wisdom of these enactments is evident ; for as 
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long as the trustees were remoyeable by the societies 
at their meetinffs, the funds could never be said to be 
secure'; and there is no one circumstance that deserves 
so much attention in tilie establishment of a friendly 
society as the respectability and firmness of character of 
the trustees, and ei^cially in societies which consist of 
nautical men, and others who are for a considerable part 
of their time absent from their homes, or do not reside 
near the places at which the meetings of the societies 
are held. The appointment to tilie o£Sce of treasurer be- 
ing thus confided to the trustees, the fund is less liable 
to. be afifected by capricious resolutions. 



PROPERTY OF SOCIETIES. 

This head is diviMk into two parts. 

First. The property of societies established before the 
act 69 Oeo. III. c. 128. 

Secondly. That of societies subsequently formed. 

The first are provided for bv the 6, 7, 8, 0, 10, and 11th 
sections of tilie act 33 Geo. III. c. 64, which enacts, that 
it should and might be lawful to and for the treasurer or 
treasurers^ trustee or trustees, for the time being of any 
society, and he and they was and were thereby autho- 
rized and required from time to time by and with the 
consent of such society, to be had and testified in such 
manner as should be directed by the general rules and 
orders of such society, to lay out and dispose of such 
part of all such sums of money as should at any time be 
collected, given, or paid, to and for the beneficial ends, 
intents, and purooses of such society ; as the exigencies 
of such isociety snould not call for the immediate appli- 
cation or expenditure of, either on private securities, to 
be approved of as aforesaid, (such securities to be taken 
in the name or names of such treasurer ot treasurers, 
trustee or trustees for the time being,) or to invest the 
same in the public stocks or funds, in the proper name 
or names of such treasurer or treasurers, trustee or trus- 
tees, and firom time to time, with sueVi coTiaewV. «& ^^q»\^- 
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said, to alter and transfer such securities and funds, and 
to make sale thereof respectively. 

By the savings' bank act 57 Geo. III. c. 130. 8.6., 
friendly societies may subscribe their funds into the 
funds of any savings' bank. 

And the act 33 Geo. III. c. 54.* provides that all 
the dividends, interests, and proceeds, which should from 
time to time arise from the monies so laid out or in- 
vested as aforesaid, should from time to time be brought 
to account by such treasurer or treasurers, trustee or 
trustees, and should be applied to and for the use of 
such society, according to the rules, orders, and regula- 
tions thereof; that the treasurer or treasurers, trustee or 
trustees for the time being, and all other officers of 
any such society, who shall have or receive any part of 
the monies, effects, or funds, of such sqpiety, or should 
in any manner have been, or should be entrusted with 
the disposition, management, or custody thereof, or 
of any securities relating to the same, his, her, and 
their executors, administrators, and assigns respectively, 
should, upon demand made in pursuance of any order 
made by such society or committee to be appointed as 
aforesaid for that purpose, give in his or their account 
or accounts at a general meeting of any such society, or 
to such committee thereof as aforesaid, to be examined 
and allowed or disallowed, and should on the like 
demand pay over all the monies remaining in his or 
their hands, and assign and transfer or deliver all secu- 
rities, effects, or funds, taken or standing in his or their 
name or names aforesaid, or being in his or their hands 
or custody to the treasurer or treasurers, or trustee or 
trustees for the time being, or to such person or persons 
as such society should appoint; and in case of any 
neglect or refusial to deliver such account, or to pay over 
such monies, or to assign, transfer, or deliver such secu- 
rities or funds in manner aforesaid, it should and might' 
be lawful to and for every such society in the name of 
the treasurer or treasurers, trustee or trustees thereof, as 
the case may be, to exhibit a petition in the high court 
of Chancery, or the court of Exchequer in England, or 
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the court of sessioii in Scotland, or the court of great 
sessions in Wales /especti^ely ; who should and might 
proceed thereupon in a summary way, and make such 
orders therein upon hearing all parties concerned^ as to 
such court in th^r discretion should seem just, and that 
all assignments and transfers made in pursuance of sudi 
order, sJiould be good and effectual in law to all intents 
and purposeis whatsoever. 

The act of 83 6. IJI. then further enacts,* that no fee, 
reward, -emolument, or gratuity whatsoever, should be 
demanded, taken, or received by any officer or minister 
of such court, for any matter or thing -done in such 
court, in pursuance of this act, and* that upon the pre- 
senting of any such petition, it should be lawful for 
the lord high chancellor, the mastet* of the roUs, and 
barons of the exchequer respectively in England, or the 
lords of session in Scotland, or the judges of any of the 
^oourto of great sesnons in Wales, to assign counsel 
(earned in the law, and to appoint a clerk of such court 
to advise and carry on such petition, on the behalf of 
such society, who were thereby respectively required to 
do their duties therein without fee or rewafrd, and that 
no -such proceedings in such court in pursuance of this 
act, should be chargeable with any stamp-duty ; that if 
any person appointed to any offioe by any sitch society, 
and being entmsted with, or having in his tends or 
possession, any money or effects belonging to such 
society, or any securities relating to the same, -should 
die, or become <a bankrupt or insolvent, his executors or 
admifiistra/tors, 'assignee or assignees, should, within forty 
dsjB after demand made l^ the order of any such society, 
or liie major part of them assembled at any meeting 
thereof, deliver over all tfasngs belonging to such society, 
to such person or persona as such tsociety shall aopoilit, 
and should pay out of the assets or effeetsor aucfa 
person, iall sums. of money remaining due, which such 
netaon «eeeived by virtue of his sud office behove any of 
JOB ether debts are paid or satisfied, and that all such 
assets and effects sbAuid be bound for the jpayment and 
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4iiQharge tbereof accordingly; and that all monies, 
g9ods, chattels, akocks* annuitiea» and other transferable 
f»<^rities and effects whatsoever, belonging to such 
fociety, should be vested in the treasurer or treasurers, 
jiruatee or trustees for the time being, for the use of such 
^iety, and from and. after the death or removid of any 
treasurer or treasurers, trustee or trustees, should vest in 
the succeeding treasurer or treasurers, trustee or trustees, 
for the same estates and interests as he or they then had 
therein, and subject to the same trust without any assign- 
ment or transfer whatever; and also should for all 
purposes of action or suit as well criminal as civil in law 
or in equity, in anywise touching «r concerning the same, 
be. deemed and taken to be, ami should in every such 
pfoceeding (where necessiury) be stated to be tlbe pro« 
p^rty of the person or persons appointed to the office of 
treasurer or treasurers, trustee or trustees, (as the case 
might be,) of such society for the time being, in his, her, 
or their proper name on names, and that .s«ch person or 
persons so appointed should, and they were thereby 
respectively authorined to bring or defend, or cause to 
be brought or defended any action, suit, or prosecution 
criminal, as well as civil, toudiing or concen^ng such 
monies, goods, or chattels, or effeicts of or belonging to 
such society ; and that such pemon or . persons should 
and might m all cases concerning the property of such 
society, sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, in 
their or his proper names or name without any other 
desoription ; and that no ^ch suit, action, or prosecution 
shopla be discontinued or abate by the de^lh or removal 
of such person or persons from the said office of treasurer 
or treasurers, trustee or trustees^, in the proper naiM or 
names of the person <»r persons- commencang the same. 
, . Aql actiwas passed in the ^7tk year of the late king 
(<W4^. 99,) whidi extended to< friendly societies the benem 
of the at^ta 36 Gi. III. c 90., and 62 G. UL o. 15a., by 
which; the eoilrts of Chancery and iExcheqiier are enaUed 
tpi m-oceed in/ ttansfening tbe stod^pf frioMlly sodieties, 
fdthoiighi^tfae. tmsttes be not<inthe> jurisdiction of the 
courts, or be bankrupts or lunatics. 

The property of societies formed under the act 69 Geo. 
III. will be treated on hereafter. 
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DECISIONS OF COUBTS OF LAW AND EQUITY. 

Courts of law will not impeach securities given to 
treasurers for monies belonging to friendly societies, on 
the ground that the directions of the acts of parliament 
have not been complied with.*. Thus, in an action of debt 
on bond to the plaintiff as treasurer of a friendly society^ 
the condition set out on ^er was for the payment of a sum 
of money to the plaintiff or his successor, treasurer of the 
firiendly society, or the executors or administrators of the 
plaintiff. Plea, that the bond was executed by the de- 
fendant to the plaintiff as treasurer of the society, and 
for tile use and benefit of. the society, and for no other 
cause or consideration whatever; and Uiat the rules, 
orders, and regulations, under which the society was go* 
vemed, had not been exhibited, confirmed, or filed, at 
any general quarter sessions of the peace, or any ;ad* 
joumment thereof held in and for the county, riding, 
division, or shire, where the said society was established 
as by law they ought to have . been pursuant to the sta- 
tute 33 Geo. ill. c. 54. To thb plea there was a general 
demurrer ; and in support of the demurrer it was con- 
tended, that the plaintiff, in his character of treasurer to 
the society, had no authority to take the bond, inasmuch 
as the rules'of the society had not been registered ac- 
cording to the provisions oi the 33 Geo. III. c. 54. s. 2. ; 
but the court declared that, although the plaintiff, by 
not complying with the forms of the statute, might not 
be entitled to the privileges conferred thereby ; yet, as 
thiere was no express provision avoiding securities given 
to treasurers neglecting to register the rules, the bond 
was good at common law^ and the plaintiff was intitled 
lo the judgment of the court; and judgment was given 
in his mvour acocHrdingly. 

Friendly societies are not, however, intitled to the 
esjpecial remedies given to them for the recovery of their 
funds, unless they comply with tiie direction of the act 
of parliament in a due Section of the officers directed 
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thereby, and practise a strict observance of the rules pre- 
cribed by it. Numerous societies have been formed with- 
out a treasurer having been iqipeinted, or even the name 
ef'such an officer mentioned in their rules; but one or two 
persons are usually appointed to the office of steward, 
and the landlord is frequently ex officio as landlord re- 
ceiver-general, treasurer, and chief director of the society. 
That this may be a fatal irregularity, seems never to have 
been thought of by the framers of many of these socie- 
ties ; indeed it is believed that they seldom looked at 
the act of parliament ; but contented themselves with 
copjring the rules of some pther society, making such 
alterations or additions as they thought would bei^ pro- 
mote their own interest, or as accorded with their crude 
notions. In shorty the origin of many of these societies 
may be traced to the cogitations of a Bonniface and a 
parish scribbler; the former actuated by a desire to sell 
his' ale, and the latter to he employed as clerk or secre- 
tary ; motives wor^y enough in themselves, but ill 
suited to the formation of a legal and well constituted 
society. We ynll noW stale some cases which have been 
decided in courts of equity^ 



Exparte Atkky exparte Corser.* 

Richard Smith and George Watson, attorneys, in part- 
iiersrfiip at Wliitechurch, in Shropshire, were, from the 
commencement of the establishment of a iriendly society, 
in the habit of receiving from the stewards the money of the 
society whenever it amounted to a sum which they con- 
sidered worth placing out at interest, giving their proaiis- 
sory notes from time to time, carrying interest. Watson 
died, and Smith became bankrupt in 1706. At the time 
of his bankruptcy, he was indebted to the stewards of 
the society to the amount of 145/. on his promatebry 
vMes, payable at one month's notice, which turn was 
cotejposed of principal -and interest due <on several promis- 
sory notes of Watson and Smith. No person had been 
appointed treasurer of the society. 

fcr— — < — 
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The first petition on this subject w»s presented by the 
stewards of the soci^ under the act 33 Geo. III. c. 54., 
for the encoaragemont of firiendlv societies ; and cailie on 
to be heard before the lord chancellor B4>88lyn, who 
thought this was nota depositof money and one notegxyen, 
but as was admitted, it was regularly paid to them upon 
interest, 'they giving their notes. In order to make in* 
(etest of the money, tilie society paid it to an attorney of 
character, taking interest notes upon it : and Lord SUislk- 
lyn granted the inrayer of the petition ; and upon this 
judgment the order was made accordingly, that the 
assignees should pay to the stewards of the society the 
sum of 14^. But the assignees soon afterwards pre^ 
sented another petition, praying that the order might be 
discharged* That petition was heard before Lord JSldon, 
who, in giving judgment, said, that the question was a 
dry question of fact, whether -the bankrupt was or was 
not the treasurer of this society. If not it was dear, 
the society had not against individuals, with whom their 
officers chose to deal, the extensive reinedies given by 
this act against persons holding offices under them. He 
apprehended from the order in ^' Exparte Askwith," iuid 
in other decisions it was taken as a fact' proved to the 
satisfaction of the court, that they were to be considered 
as treasurers, — that they were m fact treasurer; and 
in the order Exparte Askwith, there is, said he, an aile* 
gation, that the bankrupt entered the society as an hono- 
rary member, served the office of president, and accepted 
that of treasurer; but under what circumstances did 
not appear. No particular mode of election was pointed 
out by the act ; but he was in fact to be elected, and it 
must be collected from the circumstances, whether he was 
constituted tretourer or other officer. Suppose, said he, 
the steward had distributed the money among all the 
bankers of tiiis city, taking notes payable at a month's 
notice, with interest ? No doubt the legislature did not 
mean that there should be IMO treasurers; and yet the 
same argument would prove them all so. This is there- 
fore not a question ai law, but whether, under the ciroum- 
stances of putting money into the hands of the baaknipt, 
payable by a note at a month with interest, he was t» 



d2 IMmtontof 

be ooDndered treasarer where there is no other. In hb 
view of the act it did not occur to him that thb hankmpt 
either received or retained this money by virtue of any 
office, or that the circumstance of that loui, payable at a 
month wiUi interest^ would make him a treasurer, merely 
because no other treasurer was appmnted, or that it should 
be implied upon the mere receipt of the money with such 
security, that he was a treasurer either sel^elected or with 
the approbation of the society ; for that it would go liie 
length that every one receiving the money would be treasu- 
rer, if no other were elected. The treasurer, said he, is to 
be the creature of election ; a preceding clause (s. 6.) of the 
act had clearly contemplated uiis case. Under that clause, 
if there were a treasurer, or if not a trustee, who laid 
out money upon private security of this sort, the per- 
sons woula have tilie money in their hands. But that the 
legislature confined the special remedy to the case of 
those who had it, not as debtors merely, but in that cha- 
racter ; andalso as having charged upon them duties and 
trusts, for that the clause, giving iAas special and ex- 
tensive remedy, did not give it to those to whcmi the 
4>fficerB of the society had lent the money, but stojpped 
short. The eighth section was, he said, also material. 
If the relation in ndiich the person stood to the society 
were formed by a security, in wluch they expres^y 
stipulated that he should not pay over the money upon 
demand, could (he intention of the transaction- be to 
place him in • office, the person exercising which the 
legislature had said should pay it over on demand, upon 
whom, therefore, the society might, contrary to the stipu- 
lation of the note, call to have it paid over at a moment's 
notice. Observe, said he, the consequence in another 
respect. If benevolent persons should give these socie- 
ties property, or if persons should withhold the money, 
which tney had a right to demand, the society would, 
-under that -construction of the act, be enabled «to call 
upon this person as treasurer, and would file their Nils, 
and defend their suits in his name. He must, therefore, 
be a person elected and accepting the office ; and it is 
too much to say a person to whom their money is lent 
tipon- this sort of security, is ipao facto to become the 
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treasurer by the faet of tkal loan, liable to the dutt^, 
mconyeniencesy aiK) obligatioiu».iinpo6ed by the. act upon 
the officers. 

Therefor^, said he>, not .meaaing.to aay the cases re- 
ferred to were. Hot jri^tly . decided, if he collected that 
the parties 4tad accepted the office however elected into 
it, it did not appear to him thatit ever was the intention 
to oonstitxite in this, person the character of treasurer ; 
3nd that it was impossible to argue it so high from the 
mere fact of his becoming a debtor^to the. society, that 
he . became also an officer to the. society ; and then it 
was clear they had not this remedy against him. > His 
lordship reversed the oider^. and directed, the; society to 
prove uie debt under the commission. 



Again in.Exparte Rim* . 

A petitionfwas presented by the president and stew- 
ards en. a friendly .society linder.the act of parliament, 
dSGeo.III. c. 51. s.lO., praying tiMtthe aadgnees under 
a commission of bankruptcy might pay the sum of 834/; 4». 
which the .bankrupt Dawson haa in hislmndftas trea- 
surer at the tune of* hb bankruptcy either out. of the 
joint or separate estate.. Upon the . affidavit it appeared 
;that no treasurer had been appointed by this society : 
Ibe president and steward were ohoseu aiuiually; the 
bankrupt had.served the offices jpf^president and steward 
in different years. In the latteriOapadty he, had received 
the money 6f the society, but .not in the former. The 
money which was the subject of this petition, waa from 
time to time paid to him by the stewards and clerks by 
the order of .toe society upon promissory notes bearing 
interest given ;by him in the name of the partnership to 
4he president and stewards, and upon a xshange in the 
partnership, . by taking in his son, the- security was 
:diangedv< ■ .'■ ^ 

Thel Lord Ci^ anc£llob Eldon said, that in one 
case Lord Roslyn had held that any man who got the 
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money of ttte society into his hands was within the act, 
Upon a subsequent petatkm» he (Lord Eldon) could 
not agree to that. He had a most clear opinion that 
it was impossible to naintain the proposition, that a man 
who, by • the consent of the society, Ireceiyes a sum 
of money, giving a promissory note for it as a debtor 
within the act of parliament, was an officer- receiving 
it by virtue of his office. The case of another person 
receiving their money is the subject of another clause. 
If the bankrupt received as steward, president, or any 
offieer of the society, for what he reeeivod by virtue of 
his office, he may be made accountable. But if the 
president Deceived 300/., and the society afterwards au- 
thorized him to lend that out to a bank tn which he was 
a partner, the bankers would not have it by virtue of 
liis office. His lordship had no-eonception upon the mean- 
ing of this act of parliament, that if they authorize him 
to lend it out upon security, the person to whom it was 
lent iCould be said to have tt by virtue of his office. By 
the consenjt ef the society, it is taken oat of that pos- 
eession by virtue of his office. 

. Hisioirdihip observed that, if these Irieiidly societies 
expect the benefit of thai very liberal, and perhaps 
more liberal than just provision of the legislature m 
their fiivour, that all creditors, however meritorious, 
should be sacrificed to their demand : it was their business 
to take Jthe pootectiott given them in the mode in which 
it was directed, by appeinling^ treasurer, and making 
him give security accoroing k> the act. 

The affidavits being contradictory^ his lordship ordered 
the commisMoners 4x> enquire whether any and «Fhat 
sums of money were in his hands at the date of the 
commission by virtue of his offiee^ belonging to the 
society. But he wished it to be understood as his de- 
cided opinion^ that if the money were lent by theicea- 
sent of the society upon a pnomissory npte eairying 
interest, it was not money in his hands oy virtue of his 
office. They sught bring an action if they pleased finder 
this act. 
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Exparte Buekhmd. 

In the matter of TkUk* Mras another case, wkich was 
heard on the petition of the members of a benefit society 
under a commission against the clerk of the society, 
^o had become bankmpt. 

1 1 . The petition was opposed on the ground that it was sworn 
the clerk was not the person authorized by the society 
to receive llie money, and that upon its being claimed 
firom him as a debt, he had given security for the repay- 
ment of it to the society. 

The Vice-chanoellor decided that this petition must 
be dismissed, on the ground that the bankrupt was not 
the proper person to receive the money, for it was not 
sufficient to shew that he was an officer of the society ; it 
must appear that he was entrusted vrith the money in 
virtue m his office, and accordingly the petition was 
dismissed. 

The preceding cases shew the losses which have been 
sustained by these societies from their not appointing legal 
officers ; but even were there proper officers appointed, the 
eqiecial remedy would be lost unless they heki tiie money 
as Meets. If money be lent to officers in their individual 
capacity,- tiie society excludes itself from all remedies 
that are not equally open to all the world : that point 
came directly m issue in the case of the Amicable 
Society of Lancaster, f which was heard on a pe- 
tition presented by John Corless, stating, that pre^ 
viously to February 1792, James Parkinson, a member 
and treasurer of the amicable society of Lancaster fat 
that year, having as such treasurer got into his hands the 
«um of 70/. belonging to the society, and the society 
being also possessed of the further sum of ^/., such 
sum was in February 179^paid into his hands as trea^ 
Miret', and thereupon he executed a bond dated the 19th 
of February 1792, to the petitioner, also a member of the 
society, and appointed co-treasurer with him in the penal 

* Buck's Bankrupt Reportfi, p. 245. 1 6 Ves. Jun. 98« 
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sum of 200/. with a condition to be void on payment by 
Parkinson, his heirs, executors, or administrators, to the 
petitioner, his executors, administrators, or assigns, in 
trust for the society, of 100/., with interest at 4/. 16s, 
per cent, upon the 13th of February next. 

In October 1797, Parkinson died intestate, and his 
widow took out administration ; the petition was pre- 
sented under the actof parliament (83 G. III. g» 64. s. 10.) 
alledging notice before the administratrix hail' fully 
administered ; the affidavit in support of it stating that 
she knew of this debt before her husband^s deaith, and 
that except the sum of 30/., which was lent to Parkinson 
by the society, the money canW' to his hands as treasurer 
while he was in office. 

The administratrix, by her affidavits, stated, UtaJt her 
husband died indebted to the crown as postnoEaster, to 
his landlord for rent, and by bond and mortgage to an 
amount exceeding his real and personal estate, and that 
soon after his death she gave warrants of attorney, beiiig 
threatened by the creditors, she denied that anr anpli- 
cation was made to her, or that she had any i^o6« of 
this debt till eight mcmths after his death ;. she also 
stated that this money, or the greater part of it,, had 
been lent to him by a vote of the society, and consisted 
-of money called in for that purpose, and was not in his 
hands as treasurer. 

The Master of the Rolls considered the words of the 
act to be very large, sufficient as it seemed to give thb 
preference against debts due to the crown, though perhaps 
it would not be so construed, the debts to be prefierred 
were not generally all those due to the society, but only 
debts due from an officer or trustee of the sodety, butif any 
society trusted any person upon a private security, those 
debts had no preference ; the question, therefcure, was, 
whether this money came to 'the hand of Parkinsou as 
trustee of the society ; upon the whole he was of opiaion 
that this money was not left in his hands as a member of 
the society, but was voluntarily left in his hands after he 
.ceased to be trustee upon his security ; he added, it was 
really incumbent upon these societies to give early notice 
to the personal representatives, and not to lie' by and let 
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them administer the aasets; the act did not limit any 
time for making; the demand upon the administrator ; 
the ground upon which he dismissed thb petition was, 
that Uiis money was not received by him as an officer of 
the society. 



Stamford Friendly Society,* 

This petition, presented by two of the members of the 
friendly society, on behalf of the society under the act of 
parUament,t prayed that the assignee of Hanson, who 
bad taken the benefit of an act of insolvency, might be 
ordered to pay the sum of 60/. with ii^terest, to the peti- 
tioners in full discharge of his debt to the society, and 
in pref(Nrence to his other creditors under the following 
circumstances: 

: The petition stated that Hanson, who kept a public 
house at.which the society assembled, upon the 8th of 
October 1805, the day of their uinual meeting as the 
father and treasurer of the society, had in his hands 30L 
belonging to them, and the society having some money 
in the box, 20/. was placed in the hands of Hanson^ wb^ 
gave as security his promissory note, expressed to be for 
the sum of 50/. borrowed and received from the society, 
which be promised to pay on demand with 4/. per cent, 
interest ; the other sum of 10/. was stated to have been 

E laced in hb hands under the head of subsistence money ; 
e paid interest upon the sum secured by the note for two 
years. 

The LcHrd Chancellor Eldon said, it was not for 
his consideration whether this act of parliament, which 
certainly had a very haridi operation upon other credi- 
tors, excluding every fair honest demand from sharing 
equally with these societies, was a reasonable pro- 
vision of the leg^slatyre, but at least, those who claimed 
the preference must shew their right to it in the mode' 
prescribed by the act : the preference was given in 
respect of money received by officers of these societies 
by .virtue of their offices, but it never was the intention 

♦ 15 Yes. ^S. t 53 Geo.lW. e. ^\. 
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of the legislature that pereoiis, to whom they chose to 
lend their money, should pay them in preference to other 
creditors; the preference was, he said, given only in respect 
of money got into the hands of officers independent of 
contract. The petitioner was entirely silent upon the fact 
how far and for what purpose the rules of this society 
permitted the treasurer to receive and keep money; 
except the single allegation that, as father and treasurer 
of the society, he had in his hands 80/., which was an 
averment that he had that sum in his hands as treasurer, 
the whole of this sum of 50/. was money in his hands 
by contract, not upon bond or any obligation by virtue 
of his office. As to the 10/., it was probable tlmt sum, 
which was stated to have been placed in his hands as 
subsistence money, did get to him as treasurer ; keeping 
the public house where they met, he might have had the 
money in his hands for that purpose. His lordship's 
opinion was, that the legislature did not intend that these 
societies should have the very large remedies given to 
them by this act of parliament, unless the money was 
dealt with precisely as the act directs ; and if instead of 
resting upon the security which the legislature gave 
them, they lend money to one of their officers upon 
a special contract between him and them, that was a 
loan to bim, and was not to be considered as money in 
his hands by virtue of his office, within this act of par- 
liament ; he «dded, that these societies must understand 
that if they would lend money upon special contract, 
they had not the remedies wliich they supposed they 

The order was accordingly made for the payment of 
the sum of 10/., but was refused as to the remainder of 
the petition ; however, where the money of the society 
comes into the hands of the treasurer, as such, the court 
will exercise its powers for the benefit of the society ^ 
thus, a society having determined to sell its stock, and 
the three trustees having executed a power of attorney 
for that purpose, which was sent to the broker by the 
acting trustee, and the produce of the sale of the stock 
was by the broker paid to the joint account of the 

* a Mad. 98. 
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acting trustee and his partners in trade, at some banking 
honse in London. On a petition in the matter of the 
society, and (amended at the saggestion of the court) in 
tile bankraptey, for payment of me produce of the stock 
by the asstgnees, the Vice-chancellor made the order. 

After an order made on petition , the further order 
of the court may be obtained on motion, thus, upon 
a motion under the friendly society act (33 G-. ill. 
C.64.),* a question arose whether the court baring once 
got jurisdiction by petition according to the act, the 
Mibsequent orders might be made on motion. 

The Lord*<;hanoellor said, that the jurisdiction was so 
fixed by the first petition, that the subsequent process 
might be by motion, and it was not necessary that the 
expense of another petition should be incurred. 

The preceding cases establish that the funds of a 
friendly society in the hands of any person who is not 
the autiiorized officer of the society, cannot be recovered 
by the sununary proceedings in the court of Chancery, 
provided by the act,t and that those proceedings are even 
not ayailabk against the estate of an officer if he do not 
hold the property as such officer,t or if it be lent to him 
on security.! 

Societies will not be aided by the courts, when it 
is attempted to give them the qualities of a corpora-* 
tion, or when the object is fallacious. The case ,of 
Beaumont v Meredith, || was that of a bill filed by some 
members of a society called the ** Benevolent Union 
Society/' stating its establishment in 1797, for the relief 
of the memben^in case of sickness, and for other bene* 
volent purposes ; that the fund formed by subscriptions 
of the members for the benefit of the society in May 
1811, amounted to 1150/. 3 per cent, stock, standing in 
the names of the trustees, and setting forth the articles 
limiting the society to sixty- one members, among other 
regulations, declaring that the society should never be 
■ — . — # ■ ■ ■ I ' 111 I ; ■ , 

• 10 Vw. 287. t Exparte Ashley, 6 \>8. 44. 

X Exparte Biickland, Buck^s Bankrupt Repoits, p. 245. 
f Exparte Ross, 6 Ves. 803. Amicable Society of Lancaster, 
6 Yes. 984 Stamford Friendly Societv, 15 Ves.' 28. 
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diflBolyed so long as seven members should support the 
same; the bill alleging that the stock then belonging 
to the society amounted to 1,333/. 6«. ^percent, standing 
in the name of the six defendants, members <^ the society 
and trustees under the articles, who had in breach of the 
articles sold out part, and proceeded to dissolve the 
society ; the bill prayed an account and injunction, and 
that Uie defendants might be decreed to replace the 
stock ; iiye of the defendants, by their answer, stated, 
that they had retained sums specified as their shares of 
the trust funds, according to the division made on the 
dissolution of ihe society ; all the other members, estcept 
the plaintifts, had received their shares, and the plaiAtifts' 
shares were in court. 

A motion that the five defendants might be ordered 
to pay into the bank, in trust in the cause, the sums 
admitted by their answers to be retained by them, having 
been refused by the Vice-chancellor, was repeated before 
the Lord-ehanceUor, who, in giving judgment, declared it 
to be his opinion, that this society could be considered 
in this co^rt only as a partnership, and neither had nor 
could have a corporate character. The bill was to be 
considered as merely insisting that the partnership, which 
had been asserted to have existed, should be oonsidered 
as continuing to exist, and thei'efore that these Bnms 
were to be brought into court, though throughout the 
pleadings this society was treated as having much mot^ 
of a corporate character, than could belong to it; Of 
the <mly two cases his lordship remembered of this sort 
coming to a hearing the fate, was this f Lord Thurlow 
in one instance, and Lord £ldon in the other, discovered 
that the society existed upon principles which, with refer- 
ence to the amount of the number of subscribers and the 
nature of the subscriptions, made the whole a bubble ; 
and the only relief therefore that could be administered^ 
was by dissolving the society, and giving to each member 
a proportion of die sums subscribed for purposes, which, 
from the nature and object of the society, could not 
possibly be answered ; among the provisions of these 
articles, was a very piaterial one, that the society should 
never be dissolved, so long as seven members would 
support the same. 
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If the tide of the plaintiffs were clearly admitted, and 
a clear breach of trust were admitted, the court would 
interfere on motion in the first instance ; but for such inter- 
position the case must be clear, and was it he asked upon 
this record clear that the plaintiff must have a decree at 
the hearing ? these defendants were in the same situation 
as the other forty-seven who had got their shkres, whether 
properly or not depended upon &e olaluse before read ; 
out what was the result of this clause idiia record did. not 
say. A trustee, as member of the society, had as much 
ri^t to withdraw from the society as aiiy one else, and 
afld to take his own proportion of the fund, if it could be 
distributed ; it was said the circumstaace of being a 
trustee might distinguish the case, and he agreed it 
might, if the articles provided that all the members should 
remain, and either positively or negatively that no member 
seceding should have a proportion of the fund, the effect 
might be that the trustee should restore the fund, to be dis* 
tributed among the few members remaiidng, if that was the 
true construction of these articles ; the case, however, as it 
then appeared, was not that, but the ease of plaintiffs 
suing on behalf of themselves and all the other members ; 
and the plaintiffs so suing had no right, to come agaiiist 
these defendants, without bringing in the other forty- 
aeVen, who might be brought there upon the same 
ground as these defendants ; therefore, without more of 
averment and admission, his lordship could not order 
these sums 4[>f money to be brought into court. 

The Lord^diancellor refused to give costs, and observed 
that he did not allude to friendly societies in general, 
but the objects of such societies as these, were of a 
nature that no court of justice could execute. 
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THE PROPERTY OF SOCIETIES FORMED SINCE THE 

ACT 59 Geo. III. c. 128. 

It is by that act enacted,* that all monies, goods, 
chattels, and effects whatever, and all securities for 
money or other obligatory instruments and evidences, or 
muniments, and all other effects whatever, and all rights 
or claims belonging to or had by such institution shoaid 
be vested in the trustee or trustees of such institution for 
the time being, for the use and benefit of such institution 
and the respective depositors therein, their respective 
executors or administrators, according to their respective 
claims and interests ; and after the death or removal of 
any trustee or trustees, should vest in the succeeding 
trustee or trustees for the same estate and interest as the 
former trustee or trustees had therein, and subject to the 
same trusts, without any assignment or conveyance what- 
ever, except the transfer of stocks and securities in the pub- 
lic funds of Great Britain, and also should for all purposes 
of. action or suit as well criminal as civil, in law or in 
eqttity in any wise touching or concerning the same be 
deemed or taken to be, and should in every such pro- 
ceeding, where necessary, be stated to be the property 
of the person or persons appointed to the office of trustee 
or trustees of such institution for the time being, in his, 
her, or their proper name or names without further 
description, and that such person or persons should, and 
they were thereby respectively authorized to bring or 
defend, or cause to be brought or defended, any action, 
suit, or prosecution, criminal as well as civil, in law 
or in equity touching or concerning the property, 
right, or claim aforesaid, of or belonging to or had 
by such institution ; and that such person or persons 
so appointed, should and might in all cases concerning 
the property, right, or claim aforesaid, of such institu- 
tion, sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded in his, her, 
or their proper name or names as trustee or trustees of such 
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institution, without other description, and that no such suit, 
action, or prosecution should be discontinued or abate by 
the death of such person or. persons, or his or their removal 
from the office of trustee or trustees, but that the same 
should and might be proceeded in by the succeeding 
trustee or trustees in the proper name or names of the 
person or persons commencing the same, any law, usage, 
or customs to the contrary notwithstanding ; and that 
such succeeding trustee or trustees should pay or re- 
ceive like costs as if the action or suit had been com- 
menced in his or their name or names for the benefit of 
or to be reimbursed from the funds of such institution. 

And any society or institution, established under the 
authority of the act 59 Geo. III. c. 128. may* from time 
,'to time subscribe the whole or any part of the funds of 
such society or institution, into the ninds of any institu- 
tion which should have taken the benefit of an act of 
the d7th year of king George the third, intituled, ** An 
Act to encourage the establishment of banks for savings 
in England," subject to the several provisions contained 
in the said last mentioned act, or of an act passed in the 
then last session of parliament (58 G. III. c.48.) to 
amend the said act. This benefit had previously been 
conferred on friendly societies, jr but by the act of the 
59 Geo. III. friendly societies established under it, had 
the further power given to them,t to pay directly into the 
bank of England any sum or sums of money, not being 
less dian 50/., to the account of the commissioners for the 
reduction of the national debt, upon the declaration of 
the trustees of such society or institution, or any two or 
more of them, that such monies belonged to the society 
or institution for which such payment should be intended 
to be made, whether such monies should have been 
deposited therein before or after the passing of tliis act ; 
ana the cashier or cashiers of the bank of England were 
thereby required to receive all such monies, and place 
the same into a new and separate account, to be raised 
in the name of the said commissioners for the time being 
in the books of the bank of England, to be denominated 
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*^ the fund for the society or institution establiidied at 
A, in the county of B, under an act of 59 Geo. Ill/' 
and that all the clauses and provisions of an act passed 
in the 57th year of his then present Majesty *s reign, 
intituled, '' An Act to encourage the estabUshment of 
banks for savings in England," with respect to the 
accounts of banks for savings^ and the regulation of 
debentures, certificates, or orders concerning the same, 
should be applicable to the monies so paid into the bank 
of England, under the authority, of this act, as if the 
same had been repeated therein ; but it was provided 
that nothing contained therein should extend to pre-, 
vent the trustees of any society formed under the au- 
thority thereof, from investing any part of the funds of 
such society in any public stocks or tunds established by. 
the authority of parliament, or from laying out the same 
upon real security at interest. 

The principal novel features in these enactments are, 
that sums not less tiian £50. may be paid into the bank 
of England, and that as benencially to the society, as 
the sums paid by individuals into the savings bank ; and 
by the act 1 Geo. IV . c. 83. s. 18. its enactments are 
made applicable to those payments.: this is a decided 
advantage, as it frequently used to happen that the money 
of societies lay in the coffers unprofitable, from the want 
of an eligible investment, or what was worse, was fre- 
quently lent to individuals who never repaid it. It 
is true that under the savings bank act, 57 Geo. Ill* 
C. 130. s. 6., friendly societies might subscribe their funds 
into the funds of any savings bank, yet it certainly b 
more desirable to be enabled to invest the funds at once, 
without the intervention of the directors of a savings 
bank. At. the same time it is expressly declared tbat 
the funds of societies may be investea in the public stocks, 
or lent upon real security at interest ; under the former 
acts those funds might be lent on private securities, and 
although the late act does not negative that power, yet 
as it only mentions public stocks or funds established by 
the authority of parliament, or real security^ the fair 
construction of the act seems to be that these are the 
only authorized investments. Some further provisions 
are made by an act of the fifth of his present Majesty, 
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(cap. €2.) rei^pecting money paid into tkie bank of 
England, and which will be stated in that part of tfaii 
treatise which relates to savings banks. 

This act does not deprive the societies formed under 
it of the benefit of clauses in former acts, the preltmmaiy 
enactment only being that no society, thereafter to be 
formed in England or Wales, or the members thereof, 
should be entitled to the benefits or subject to the provi- 
sions of the former acts, unless the society should have be^ 
'Constituted under the authority and according to the pro- 
visions of this act : hence the power given by die 
.33 Geo. III. c. 54. of applying to the court of Chancery 
is in force as to societies established under thia ac|, 
•which are also entitled to the benefit of an enactment in 
the same statute of being first paid out of the aesets of 
any officer of the society dying or becoming benkrupt 
or insolvent, the decisions on which in the ooart tf 
•Chancery have been already stated.^ 



DONATIONS. 

• 

A society may receive donations from any pereoilff 
towards their stock, to be applicable to the general pur » 
poses of the society in like manner as the contributums 
of the members, but not to be otherwise ' applied. 
33 Geo. III. c. 64. s. 14. 



ARBITRATION. 

The act 33 Geo. III. provided for the settlement ot 
disputes by ■ arbitration, and declared the award ^ be 
nitcbntrolable 'by the justices; that act enacted/f That 
if provision should be made by one or mov^ of the 
general rules or orders of any such society, anc^ confirmed 



* The Umgua^e of the ninth seetioa of the act 59 Geo. III. e. 1S8., 
«fite« p. fU). applies, it is conceiveid> oply to committees ox management 
iof ihe society. The' provisions on other points in former acts are 
appUc^le to societies formed under this act : (sect. 16.) infra, p. 51. 

1 33 Geo. III. c. 54. s. 16. 
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as aforesaidy for a reference by arbitration of any mat* 
ter in dispute between any such sbciety, or any person 
or persons acting under the same, and any individual 
members thereof, the matter so in dispute should be re- 
ferred to such arbitrators as should be nanded add elected 
in such manner as should be prescribed "by such general 
rules or orders ; ahd that whatever award, order, or 
determination should be made by the said arbitrators, 
or the major part of them; according to the true purport 
and meaning of the rules and orders of such society, con* 
firmed by the justices, according to the directions of this 
act, should be binding and conclusive on all parties, and 
should be final to all intehts and purposes without appeal, 
or being subject to the control of two or more justices 
of the peace in manner thereinbefore prescribed. Bat 
it is conceived that this must be taken with considerable 
qualification, in respect to societies established since the 
act 59 Geo. III. c. 128. ; that act, by requiring the ac- 
curacy of the calculations on which the contributions 
and payments are based to be certified by two expe- 
rienced actuaries, provided for the unwary against the 
designing, and by the appointment of trustees, irremove- 
able by the society, has given a security for the funds 
of the society, and their honest appropriation, which 
had been found much wanting ; ' any member, therefore, 
who has a just claim upon a society established since 
the act passed in the 59th year of the late king, cannot, 
it is presumed, be prejudiced by any clause of arbitration 
ui the articles, as set forth in the cited enactment in the 
Uit 33 Geo. III. ; nor, indeed, would the justices in 
sessions, if they did their duty, allow of any arbitration 
clattee to be admitted into rules enrolled by them, by 
whick a power should be given to defeat by their award 
the excellent provisions of the act 59 Geo. III. c. 1:28. 
A coinnaMtee of the house of commons, which sat in 1825, 
state in t^rr report that their attention had been called 
to the question, whether the 16th section of the act 
83 Geo. III. c. 54. was repealed by the 49 Geo, III. 
c. 125. ; they add, the former allows of a rule fw submit- 
ting disputes to airbitrators, whose award is to be final; 
without reference to a justice of the peace ; the latter^ 
in giving effect to the decisions of the justices in the 
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eases in which power is given to them by the- former act, 
is so generally worded, as to be supposed to supersede 
altogether the provision made in the former act for an 
arbitration ; the committee then give their opinion that 
this matter should not remain doubtful, and that they 
are inclined to believe that the arbitration cfause has 
not been productive of good effect, and tbey therefore 
recommend its repeal. 



RBMEDIE8« 

The remedy given by the fint act (83 Geo. III« c. 64.) 
is in the following enactment ; * that if any person, having 
been admitted a member of any such society, established 
by virtue of this act, should think himself aggrieved by any 
act, matter or thing done, or omitted to be done by any 
such society, or any person or persons acting unda* them, 
it should and migM be lawiul for any two or more 
justices of the peace of the county, riding, division, or 
shire, where or near unto the place where such society 
should be established, upon complaint made upon oath 
or affirmation by or on behalf' of such person, (which 
oath or affirmation such justices of the peace we^e there- 
by empowered and required to administer,) to issue their 
summons to the president, wardens, stewards, or other 
principal -X)fficers of such society^ by whatever name such 
principal officers should be respectively named or called, 
or one of them, in case such complaint should be made 
against such society collectively; and in case such com* 
plaint should be made against any person or piersons 
^pointed to such office or offices, then to summon such 
person or persons to appear before such justices, at a con- 
venient time and place to be x^w^^edCiseXy named in such 
summons ; and also to summon at the same time and 
place, if there should be occasion, such persons ' as 
should appear to such justices to have the custody of the 
rules, oraiecs, and; regulations of such society ; uid such 
justices, at the time, aod place named in such sunuponpi 



* Sect. 15 of 88 O. III. 
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v^hether the person or persons so summoned should or nol 
appear according tx> such summons, nevertheless, on 
proof upon oath or affirmation of sadi summons beii^ 
only served or left at his, her, or l^ir usual place or 
places of abode, should proceed peremptorily to hear 
and determine in a summary way the matter of such c<mi- 
plaint, according to the true purport and meaning of the 
rules, orders, and regulations of such society, confirmed 
by the justices according to the directions oi this act, and 
should make such order therein as to them should seem 
just ; and that every such order of such justices should 
be complied with, and should be final to all intents and 
purposes, and not be subject to appeal, or to be removed 
or removeable into any: of his Majesty's courts of record 
at Westminster.-— This only provided for complaints by 
members against the society, but left the offences- of 
members themselves against the rules without any remedy; 
but by the act 49 Geo. III. c. 124.* it was enacted, that 
if any person, having been admitted a member of any 
society established under the authority of the said act, 
should offend against any of the rules, orders, or regu- 
lations of such society, it should be lawful for any twa 
justices of the peace residing within the county^ ridings 
division, shire, stewartry, city, liberty, or place, within 
which such society should be held, upon complaint made 
on oath by any member of such society, to issue their 
summons to such person against whom such complaint 
should be made ; and upon his or her appearance^ or in 
default thereof, upon due proof upon oath of the 'service 
of such summons, such justices should proceed to hear 
and determine such complaint according to the mles^ 
orders, and regulations of such society, confirmed as 
directed by the said therein recited act, and should make 
such order therein as to them should seem just; and 
in ease the said justice should adjudge any sum of money 
to be paid by such person against whom such complaint 
should be made, and such person should not, on notice 
of such order, forthwith pay the sum of money so ad- 
judged to the person or persons, and in the manner 
directed by the said act, it should be lawful for such jus- 
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tices, and they were thereby required by warrant under 
their hands and seals, to cause the same to be levied by 
distress and sale of the goods of such person on whom 
such order should have been made, together with such 
costs as should be awarded by the said justices, and als9 
the costs and charges attending such distrej» and sale, 
returning the overplus (if any) to the owner. 

This act of the 49 Geo. III. also contains an enact-^ 
ment for the redress of the complaints of members of 
societies to whom the relief provided for them bv the 
rules has been refused,* that if comj^aints should be 
made to two justices of the peace by any member of such 
societies, of relief having been refused him by any such 
society to which he should be lawfully entitled by the 
rules of the society to which he belonged, it should be 
lawful for the said two justices of the peace residing 
within the county, riding, division, shire, stewattry, city, 
libeirty, or place within which such society should be held, 
and such justices were thereby required, upon complaint 
made by or on behalf of the person aggrieved thereby, 
to summon the person being an officer of the society 
against which such complaint should be made ; and upon 
his or her appearance, or in default, upon due proof upon 
oath of the service of such summons, such justices should 
proceed to hear and determine such complaint, and 
award such siim of money to be forthwith paid to the 
said complainant, as should appear to such justices to be 
due on such award as aforesaid, together wi& such a sum 
ioT costs, not exceeding 10^., as to such justices should 
seem meet; and if such sums, so to be awarded, together 
with such costs, should not be forthvnth and in the 
presence of such justices paid to such complainant, or 
to some person or persons there attending on behalf of 
such comi^ainant, then that such justices should, by 
warrant under their hands imd seals, cause such sum 
and costs as aforesaid to be levied by distress, or by 
distress and sale of the monies, goods, chattels, secu-' 
rities and effects belonging to such society, together 
with all further costs attending such distress, return- 
ing the overplus (if any) to the said society, or to one 
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of the treasurers or trustees thereof ; and in default of 
such distress being found, then to be leyied by distress 
and sale of the proper goods of the officer or officers of the 
said society so neglecting or refusing as aforesaid, together 
with such further costs and charges as aforesaid, returning 
the overplus (if any) to the owner ; and so from time to 
time as often as complaint should be made of the non- 
payment of any sum or sums directed by such order 
to be paid as aforesaid, such justices should, by. like 
warrant, cause such arrears from time to time to be 
levied in the manner before directed ; and that whatever 
sum or sums should be paid by any such officer or officers, 
or levied on his or their proper goods in pursuance of the 
order of any justice as aforesaid, should be paid, with' 
all damages accruing to him or them by and out of the 
monies belonging to such society, or out of the first mo- 
nies which should thereafter be received by such society ; 
and it was also directed, that all orders made by jus- 
tices of the peace, upon the complaint of any person 
having been admitted a member of any such society, who 
should be aggrieved by any act, matter, or thing done or 
omitted to be done by any such society^ should be made 
upon the presidents, wardens, stewarcbv' treasurers, trus- 
tees, or other principal officers of the society to .which 
such complaint should relate, or any one or more of them; 
or any of them, at the discretion of th<B said justices, in the 
proper name or names of such officerior officers; and 
that every such order might be served upon the officer or 
officers named therein, either by delivering a copy of the 
said order to the said officer or officers, or one pf them, or 
leaving the same at his last or usual place of abode ; and 
that such service should be binding on such officer or 
officers, and on the society to which such officer or officers 
should belong, to do and perform, or cause to be done and 
performed, all and every the matters and things contained 
m and directed by such order, or be done according to 
the true intent and meaning thereof.* 

Only one order under the act 49 Geo; III. has come 
under our notice, and that one was full of blunders; the 
folloiinng requisites should be attended to : . 

The two justices who act under it must be, and in the 

*49Geo.IIL e.U6.ft.4. 
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proceedings should state themselves to be, o£ the juris- 
diction in which the society is held :* it is a first princi- 
ple as to all acts done by magistrates that their juris- 
diction should appear upon the face of their proceed- 
ings. It should appear upon the face of the order that 
the conyicting magistrates had jurisdiction over the sub- 
ject matter of their decision. Complaint must be first 
made by or on the l>ehalf of the person aggrieved. 

The^ person complained against must appear, or due 
proof upon oath must be given of the service of the 
summons; 

The order is to be made by the justices upon the 
officer or officers, or any one or more of them, in his or 
their proper name or names, and to be served on him 
in the manner stated in the act ; the order should direct 
the "money to be paid to the person by virhom or on 
whose 'behalf the complaint was made, and not to any 
other person on his benalf. 

The ord^r, adjudication, or award of justices under 
this act is deiclared to be final and conclusive to all pur- 
poses, and' hot removeable into any court of law or 
restraihable by th^ injunction of any court of equity, f 
* The only enactment in* the 59 Geo. III. c. 128, which 
affects societies formed before its passing, is, that jus- 
dees of the peace should have the like power and 
jurisdiction in cases of complaint made by or' on behalf 
of widows and children as they had in regard to the 
members of such' so<iieties themselves.^ The want of 
this provision' had long been ielt in those societies which 
were established for the purpose of assuring either certain 
sums to the Iridows^ and children of members on their 
deaths, or' the payment of annuities to them. 

This enactment is applicable both to societies formed 
before and since the act 59 Geo. III. c. 128, and it is 
enacted by that statute, that all the provisions of the said 
acts of the thirty-third and forty-ninth years of the reign of 
his then present Majesty, as to matters for which no other 
provi^on was made by that statute, should be deemed, so 
tar as the same were not repugnant to that statute, appli-* 
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cable to all societies and institutions foimed under the 
authority of the same.* 



DISSOLUTION. — DEFICIENCY OF FUNDS. 

It did not escape the parliament which first legislated 
on this subject, that many societies might be imfHovi- 
dently formed, and that dishonest attempts might be 
made to counteract the beneficial objects of others ; it 
therefore enacted,f that it should not be lawful for any 
such society by any rule, order, or regulation, at afay 
general meeting or otherwise, to dissolve or determine 
such society, so long as the intents or purposes declared 
by such society or any of them remain to be carried 
into effect without the consent and approbation of fire^ 
sixths of the existing members of such society, and also 
of all persons then receiving, oi then entitled to receive 
relief trom such society, either on account of sickness, 
age, or infirmity, to be testified under their hands indi- 
vidually and respectively; nor should it be lawful for such 
society, by any rule, order, or regulation, to direct the 
division or distribution of such stock or fund, or any part 
thereof, to or amongst the several members of such 
society, other than for carrying into effect the general 
intents and purposes of such society, declared by them 
and confirmed by the justices of 'the peace as aforesaid, 
accwding to the directions of this act, but that all such 
rules, orders, or regulations for the dissolution or 
determination of any such society, without such consent 
as aforesaid, or for the distribution or division of the 
stock or fund of such society, contrary to the rules, 
orders, and regulations which should have been confirmed 
by the said justices at their sessions, and filed in pur- 
suance of this act, should be void. But whilst the trus- 
tees were named and removed by the society, without any 
superintending control, the funds were ever open to inva- 
uon ; and hence it might happen that a poor man, who had 
contributed a part of his earnings for a series of years, 
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might) in sicknefis Cft old age, be deprived of the resource to 
which he had looked for a provision against want, or the 
dreadful alternative to an independent mind, be subjected 
to parochial relief : this has now been provided for, in re- 
spect of societies formed since the act 59 Geo. III. c. 128., 
by which it is enacted,* that it should not be lawful to dis- 
solve any society or institution established under the autho- 
rity of this act, nor should any division of the funds thereof 
be made, otherwise than in the ordinary course of proceed- 
ings according to the rules confirmed as aforesaid, without 
the consent of the trustees or the major part of them : 
provided that no such consent of trustees should be given 
unless and until it should have been certified, by two or 
more professional actuaries, or persons skilled in calcula- 
tion as aforesaid, which persons should have been 
approved as such by the justices aforesaid, that according 
to the most correct calculation of which the case would, 
admit, the interest of all the contributors to such institu-.- 
tion, and of all persons having claims thereon in posses- 
sion or expectancy, were by the proposed scheme of 
dissolution or division fairly dealt with and secured.* The 
trustees cannot authorize a direct division of the funds; 
but if they find them to be insufficient, they must report 
the jMme to the justices in quarter sessions, or in petty 
sessions if the rules were originally confirmed there, (in 
which case an appeal lies to the quarter sessions ;) and 
the justices may, upon a full statement of the accounts, 
and proceedings of the society, which the trustees must 
furnish on the requisition of the conunittee, make an 
order for the adjustment of all claims. f 

The poor members of friendly societies established 
under the last act of parliament have now the additional 
security of respectable trustees, who also can only act. 
under the directions of the justices assembled in quarter 
or petty sessions. 

SETTLEMENT. 

By. the 33 Geo. III. c. 54. s. 17« no inember of 
a friendly society is liable to be removed from any 
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parish in which he may reside, until actually chargeable, 
proYided he deliver to the churchwardens and oyerseers 
of the poor, a certificate under the hands of the stew- 
ards, presidents, wardens, or treasurers of such society, 
or any two of them> attested by one or more credible 
witness or witnesses acknowledging him to be a member, 
and when he becomes chargeable and asks for relief 
for himself or family, and not before he is remoyeable : 
by the 18th sect, this certificate must be authenticated 
before a justice of the peace. 

No member residing under a certificate gains a settle- 
ment by residence, (sect. 22.) nor by paying rates, 
(sect. 23.) nor do his apprentices or servants gain settle- 
ments, (sect. 24.) and every child bom a bastard during 
the mother's residence under the authority of this act 
is deemed to have the same settlement which the 
mother was entitled to at the time of the birth of 
such child, (sect. 26.) . , . . 

It used to be generally understood that these clauses 
were in effect repealed by the 35 Geo III. c. 101. 
which enacted that no person should be removed until 
he became actually chargeable ; but in a recent case this 
came into question, and it appears that the clauses are 
still in operation ; in that case the daughter of a mem- 
ber of a friendly society, residing under a. certificate, 
was delivered of a bastard child. Lord Tenterden con- 
sidered it would be depriving the members of societies 
of a material benefit, if he were to determine that the 
36 Geo. III. was a virtual repeal of the provisions of 
the 33 Geo. III. ; the certificate granted to the head of 
the family, protected not only him but also all the mem- 
bers of the family, and placed them in the same situa- 
tion in which he stood. The overseers were not bound 
to remove the woman, although, according, to the case of 
Rex V. Great Yarmouth, she being with child, was 
removeable : and his lordship held that the child, being 
bom in the parish of Idle whilst the mother was residing 
there, under the authority of the 33 Geo. III. c. 54. 
followed the mother's settlement in the parish of 
Rawden. 
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SAVINGS BANKS. 



CONSIDERATIONS ON THEIR POLICY. 
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Foe some few years now past we have heard of savings 
banks, the avowed object of which has been to give to 
the industrious classes of society the full beneiit of 
their savings, by at once providing a safe securily 
For them, and the means of obtaining that profit which 
s called interest. It is foreign to this work to inquire 
much into the policy of this measure, how far it was 
consistent with the mterests of a manufacturing and 
commercial nation to subtract firom its active capital 
that particular part of it which was in the hands of 
the most industrious artisans, which they were wont to. 
employ in raising themselves by degrees from mere 
workmen to the station of masters, or to lend to some 
more enterprising friend or acquaintance. It cannot 
be denied that the institution of savings banks has 
limited the opportunities of little tradesmen in obtain- 
ing small loans, and driven them to the country 
bankers, some of whom, in almost every town, are the 
real managers of the savings banks. On the other 
hand, it is equally true that ignorant persons were 
frequently deprived of their savings by unwittingly 
lending them to designing persons, or to those whose 
reputation for integrity stood high, and who in the 
vidssitudes of fortune have been subsequently teducedL 
to hsLTikmptcy and insolvency. TW le^-^^^xsaL^ ^^ 
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the day chose to prefer the immediate security of 
the individual accumulator; and hence the act of 

57 Geo. III. c. 130. was passed. The government at 
least attained the object of attaching to it the nume- 
rous subscribers, and identifying their interests with 
the public debt of the country ; an object no one will 
deny to be of great importance, especially since some 
persons, who ought to know better, whose property 
and rank in life can be co-existent only with the public 
credit, whose education and associations ought to have 
made them respect the obligations of the coimtry, 
have shewn a disposition to injure the public creditor. 
Every intelligent man who has investigated the re- 
sources of this country, must have arrived at the con- 
clusion that our debt does not exceed the means of the 
country, provided its finances be administered by a vigi- 
lant, an economical, and an enlightened ministry, and 
no good Englishman could wantonly publish suspicions 
of the integrity of our public debt. 

It is, however, deserving the consideration of the 
government whether they do not pay too dearly for 
the political enlistment of the lower classes : the 
interest paid on the deposits is 4d, lis, 3d. for every 
one hundred pounds in each year, which is upwards of 
one per cent, more than the money could be borrowed for 
in the shape of a loan, and much more than money 
could be borrowed for by an issue of exchequer bills : 
indeed the government by sending its own brokers 
into the market, can sell exchequer bills at a premium 
that will very nearly cover the interest. There is, 
however, another more serious consideration for the 
government : the monies deposited are to be piHrchased 
by the commissioners into the three per cent, stocks, 
(57 Geo. III. c. 130. s. 14.) Now let us suppose a 
war to take place, or any other panic to arise, is it not 
probable, certainly very possible, that the depositors 
to a great extent would draw out their monies ? and 
in order to meet their demands, the commissioners 
would have to sell out the stock at a considerable loss^ 
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and that very circumstance would increase the alarm 
in the stock market. It may be observed, en passant, 
that the le^slature have made no provision to supply 
any loss which may be sustained by a fall in the 
value of the stocks in which the deposits are invested ; 
but as between the government and the depositors 
the debentures and receipts are charged upon all the 
monies and funds of the commissioners of the national 
debt in the bank books. The depositors themselves 
ought certainly to be much obliged to the legislature for 
thus giving them an interest on their deposits much 
beyond the market price, and, what is more, guaran- 
teeing them from any loss on the principal, by the 
fall of the public funds. 

The house of commons appear to have been im- 
pressed with an idea that the savings banks have 
clashed with friendly societies; the committee in 
1825, state that the latter had been opposed by 
the founders of the former, and the savings bank 
acts bear testimony that the legislature thought 
that friendly societies were hostile to savings banks, 
by the enactments contained in those acts that mem- 
bers of friendly societies should not be liable to 
any penalty for subscribing to savings banks ; whence 
it is to be concluded that, by the rules of some friendly 
societies, penalties had been enforced on members 
subscribing to savings banks. If this be really the 
case, it only shews the perversion of men^s minds, 
since the oDJects of friendly societies and savings 
banks are quite different; the one to preserve and 
increase inmvidual savings for the depositor himself, 
the other by the mutual assurance of many persons 
to secure in sickness and old age a certain income from 
the common contribution of the whole body. Thus 
there is no cause for jealousy, and it is to be hoped 
that influential gentlemen will, in their several neigh* 
bourhoods, endeavour to dispel any which may arise, 
and which can proceed only from a superficial view of 
the nature and bearings of the two institutioiv!&. 
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OBJECT OF SAVINGS BANKS. 

Societies By an act passed in the 57th year of the reign of 

SS? to*tir" his late majesty (cap. 80.) intituled, " An Act to 
provisions en- encourage the establishment of banks for savings in 
benefironhis England," reciting, that certain provident institutions 
^^<- or banks for savings had been established in 

England, for the safe custody and increase of small 
savings belonging to the industrious classes of his 
Majesty's subjects ; and that it was expedient to 
give protection to such institutions and the funds 
thereby established, and to afford encouragement 
to others to form the like institutions, it was enacted 
that if any number of persons who had formed 
or should form any society in any part of England, 
for the purpose of establishing and maintaining 
any institution in the nature of a bank, to receive 
deposits of money for the benefit of the persons 
depositing the same, and to accumulate the produce 
of so much thereof as should not be required by 
the depositors, their executors or administrators, to 
be paid in the nature of compound interest, and 
to return the whole or any part of such deposit 
and the produce thereof to the depositors, their 
executors or administrators, deducting only out of 
such produce so much as should be required to be 
so retained for the purpose of paying and dis- 
charging the necessary expenses attending the 
management of such institution, according to such 
rules, orders, and regulations as should have been 
or should be established for that purpose, but de- 
riving no benefit whatsoever from any such deposit 
or the produce thereof, should be desirouspf having 
* the benefit of the provisions of this act, such per- 
sons should cause the rules, orders, and regulations 
established or to be established for the management 
of such institution, to be entered, deposited, and 
filed in manner thereinafter directed, and thereupon 
should be deemed to be entitled to the benefit of 
its provisions, (sect. 1.) 



MEASURES TO BE TAKEN TO OBTAIN THE 
BENEFIT OF THE SAVINGS BANKS ACT. 

No such institution can have the benefit of this Rait* of 
act, unless the rules, orders, and regulations for the uo*u*S b?" 
mana^ment thereof are entered in a book or books entered io a 
to be kept by an ofBcer of such institution, to be ^rabwripft* 
appointed for that purpose, and which book or ^^jJlf J^"^^** 
books are to be open at all seasonable times foi* cierk of the 
the inspection of the persons making deposits in ^'^^^^' 
the futras of such institution ; and unless such 
rules, orders, and regulations be fairly transcribed 
on parchment, and such transcript deposited with 
thecleiicof the peace for the county, riding, division, 
or place wherein established, who is to file the 
same with the rolls of the sessions of the peace in 
his custody, without any fee or reward ; but the rules 
may be altered in such manner as such rules may 
proride, yet such alterations are not to be in force 
until similarly entered, and a transcript deposited, 
(sect, 2.) 

All rules, orders, and regulations from time to Rules to be 
time made and in force for the management of any ^*"**»"8- 
such institution, and duly entered in such book or 
. books, and deposited with such clerk of the peace, 
to be binding on the several members and officers 
of such institution, and the several depositors therein 
and their representatives, all of whom are to be 
deemed and taken to have full notice thereof by 
such entry and deposit as aforesaid ; and the entry 
of fluch rules in such book or books, or the tran- 
script thereof deposited with such clerk of the 
peace as aforesaid, or a true copy of such transcript 
examined with the cmginal, and proved to be a 
true copy, to be received as evidence of such rules, 
orders, and regulations respectively in all cases ; 
and no certiorari to be brought or allowed to re- 
move any such rules into any of his Majesty's 
courts of record ; and every copy of any such 
transcript deposited with any clerk of the peace to 
be made without fee or reward, except the actuoA. 

£ 3 



M Measures to be taken to obtain the benefit, Sfc. 

expense of making such copy ; and such copy is 
not subject to any stamp duty. (sect. 4.) 
Rules of the Whenever a transcript of the rules, orders, and 
•en^to^uie regulations has been deposited with the clerk of 
clerk of the the peace for the county, riding, division, or place 
be*reje™ei^ wherein such institution is established, such tran- 
jo»5"8*of ^^ script is to be signed by two trustees of SAich insti- 
tke peace, tutiou, and by such clerk of the peace laid before 
the justices for such county, riding, division, or 
place, at the general or quarter sessions next after 
the time when such transcript shall be so deposited; 
and such justices then and there present, after due 
examination thereof, arel to reject and disapprove 
of such part or parte thereof as shall be repugnant 
to the true intent and meaning of the acts, or to 
allow and confirm the said transcript, or such part 
or parts thereof as shall be conformable to their 
true intent and meaning ; and the said justices are 
to signify such rejection or disapproval of any one 
or more of the rules, orders, ana regulations con- 
tained in such transcript byth^ words, *' rejected^" 
or " disapproved," written opposite such rule or 
rules, order or orders, regulation or regulations,, 
and signed by the chairman of such sessions : and 
such rule or rules, order or orders, regulation or 
regulations, so rejected or disapproved of, are not 
to be in force from the time of such rejection or 
disapproval ; provided the said clerk of the peace 
do, within the space of ten days next after such re- 
jection or disapproval, give notice thereof in writing 
to the two trustees of such institution by whom the 
transcript of such rules, orders, and regulations 
shall be signed as aforesaid. (58 G. III. c.48. s« 17.) 



OFFICERS. 

No officer No such institution to have the benefit of this 
cJntJStS^ *"^t» unless it shall be expressly provided by the 
the manage- rules thereof, that no person or persons beins trea- 

ment to de- . , * i« "^ i • ^^^ .• 

rive any be- surer, trustce, or manager ot such mstitution, or 

fBrtitiuiot! ^*viog «^y control in the management thereof, 

shall derive any benefit from any deposit made in 
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sObh institiitioii ; but that the persons depositiiie 
money therein i^all have the sole benefit of sach 
deposits and the produce thereof, save only and 
except such salaries and allowances or other neces- 
sary expenses as shall, according to such rules, ' 
oraers, and regulations, be proyided for the charges 
of managing such institution, and for remuneration 
to officers employed in the mana^ment thereof, 
exclusive of the treasurer or treasurers, trustee or 
trustees, or other persons having direction in the 
management of such institution, who shall not 
directly .or indirectly have any salary, allowance, 
profit, or benefit whatsoever therefrom, beyond 
their actual expenses for the purposes of such 
institution. (57 Geo. III. c. 130. sect. 3.) 

When any treasurer or other officer or person Secnrity to 
whatever, intrusted with the receipt or custody of ^e^wnrer 
any money subscribed or deposited for the purposes '*^^!" '*■. 
of such institution, or any interest or dividend the general 
accruing thereby,^ is required by the rules, to be- '™*®"* 
come bound vrith sureties for the just and faithful 
execution of such o£5ce or trust, such security is 
to be given by bond or bonds to the clerk of the 
peace for the county, riding, division or place, or 
to the town clerk of the place where such insti- 
tution is established, without fee or reward ; and 
in case of forfeiture, it shall be lawful for the per- 
sons authorized for that purpose by the rules, to 
sue upon such bond or bonds in the name of such 
clerk of the peace or town clerk for the time being, 
and to carry on such suit at the costs and charges ' 
and for the use of the said institution, fully indem- 
nifying and saving harmless such clerk of the 
peace or town clerk from all costs and charges ; 
no bond or other security so given is subject to 
stamp duty. (sect. 7.) 

And every officer or person receiving any salary officers re- ^ 
or allowance for their services from the funds of JJ7o"^ve*' 
any savings banks, who is intrusted with the re- security. 
ceipt or custody of any sum or sums of mo- 
neyi or any interest or dividend accruing there- 
by, and all and every other officers or officer re- 

£ 4 
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ceiving salaries or allowances as aforesaid » appointed 
or employed by or under the trustees or managers 
of any such savings bank, is to become bound 
with sureties for the just and faithful execution of 
such ofBce or trust in a sufficient sum of money ; 
and such security to be given by bond to the clerk 
of the peace, and such bond shall and may. be 
proceeded upon in such manner as is directed by the 
said act of the 57 Geo. III. c. 130. (5 Geo. IV. 
c. 62. s. 28.) 

Remedies against them. 

Trujjtecs and All and everv person and persons who have or 
to give in receive any part ot the monies, etiects, or funds 
rieUvCT^np*"^ ^^ * savings bank, or in any manner are intrusted 
effects when with the disposition, management, or custody 
thc^commit. thereof, or of any securities relating to the same, 
^®®* his, her, or their executors, administrators and 

assigns, are, upon demand made in pursuance of 
any order of the committee of such institution, 
or of any other delegated authority, or at any 
general meeting of the managers thereof, to give in 
his, her or their account or accounts to such com- 
mittee or other authority as aforesaid, or to such 
general meeting of the managers of such institu- 
tion, or to such other person or persons who shall 
be nominated to receive the same, to be examined 
and allowed or disallowed by the said committee 
or managers respectively ; and on- the like demand 
pay over all the monies remaining in hid or their 
hands, and assign aiid transfer or deliver all secu- 
rities, effects or funds taken or standing in his or 
their name or names as aforesaid, or being in his or 
their hands or custody, to such person or persona 
as the said committee or managers of such institu- 
tion shall appoint ; and in case of any neglect or 
refusal to deliver such account, or to pay over 
such monies, or to assign, transfer, or deliver such 
In case uf Securities, effects, or funds in manner aforesaid, 
neglect the the trustee or trustees of such institution for the 
to petition time being are to exhibit a petition to the justices 
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of the peace at their general or quarter sessions J "^t^^^^*^^ 
of the peace for the county, riding, division, or Monvwhose 
place wherein such institution is established, who f/Jjy^ ^^ *J,* 
may proceed thereupon in a summary way, and 
make such order therein, upon hearing all parties 
concerned, as to such court in their discretion shall 
seem just, which order is to be final and conclu- 
sive ; and all assignments, sales, and transfers made ' 
in pursuance of such order, are good and effectual 
in law, (57 Geo. III. c. 130. s. 21.) 



EFFECTS. 

All monies, goods, chatteb, eiOfects, and secu- Monies and 
rities, ' evidences or muniments, and all rights or *^|J*^*'^"^«<* 
claims belonging to such institution, are vested in for the time 
the trustee or trustees for the time being, for the oJImTcoh. 
benefit of such institution, and the^respective de- veyance ex- 
positors therein, their respective executors or ad- ^ramferV 
ministratorff, according to their respective claims ^^^^* 
and interests, and after the death or removal of 
any trustee or trustees, are vested in the succeeding 
trustee or trustees, without any assignment or con- 
veyance .whatever, except the transfer of stocks 
and^securities in the public funds of Great Britain ; 
and for all purposes of action or suit, as well and in aii 
criminal as civil in law or in equity, deemed and fo'J^^tf "^d 
taken to be, and in every such proceeding (where ne- to be their 
cessary) are to be stated to be, the property of the ^'^^^^^^9- 
person or persons appointed to the office of trustee 
est trustees of such institution for the time being, in 
his, her, or their proper name or names, without 
further description ; who are authorized to bring And they 
or defend any action, suit, or prosecution, criminal may pro»«- 

1* *'..«.» ■-.. ji cute actiQjis 

as weir as civil, m law or equity, and who may. or defend 
plead and be impleaded in his, her, or their proper *^^™' 
same or names, as trustee or trustees, without other 
di^scription ; and no such suit, action, or prosecution no ^nit to 
6an be discontinued or abate by death or removal Jg/b^^d?ith 
from the office of trustee, but the same may be 
proceeded in by the succeeding trustee or trus- 
tees in the proper name or names of the ^er- 
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son or persons commencing the same ; and such 
succeeding trustees shall pay or receive like costs 
as if the action or suit had been commenced in 
their name or names, for the benefit of or to be 
reimbursed from the funds of such institution. 
(sect. 8.) 

The trustee or trustees, manager or managers 
for the time being of any such institution, are not 
at any time to place or deposit any sum of money, 
which shall have been paid to such institution by 
any depositor, or any interest or profit arising 
therefrom, in the hands of any banker or bankers 
or upon any personal security, except such sums 
of money as from time to time shall necessarily 
remain in the hands of the treasurer or treasurer:? 
of such institution to answer the exigencies thereof: 
(sect. 9.) and all investments must now be made 
in the bank of England.* 

Upon every change of a trustee ,or trustees, the 
preceding trustees, their executors or administra- 
tors, are forthwith to transfer all stocks and 
annuities in the public funds belonging to such 
institution, from the name or names of such pre- 
ceding trustees, to the name or names of the 
new trustee or trustees who shall be appointed, 
or of such new trustee or trustees and any con- 
tinuing trustee or trustees, if any of the former 
trustees be continued, as the case shall require, 
so as to vest the same in such new trustee or 
trustees and the continuing trustee or trustees as 
the case shall happen ; and in case any sale or 
sales, transfer or transfers, of any part of such 
stocks or annuities, be directed according to the 
rules, orders, and regulations of such institution, 
every such transfer or sale is to be made by the 
trustee or trustees in whose name or names the 
same then stands, or by some person or persons 
duly authorized by such trustee or triistees, by 
letter of attorney executed as is required by law 
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in such cases; and where any such transfer or 
sale as aforesaid be made under or by yirtue of 
any letter of attorney, such letter of attorney is 
not to be subject to or charged or chargeable with 
any stamp duty whatsoever, (sect. 20.) 

Effects of Branch Banks. 

In cases where banks for savings are established i^« trustees 
in any town or place, and other smaller banks in banks may 
the neighbourhood, as branch banks thereof, and jJJSly be- 
such branch banks by their treasurers pay any longing to 
sums into the bank in any such town or place, as i^n^he^blmk' 
a central bank, then the trustees, or any two of <>' England, 
them, of any such central bank may pay into the 
bank of England, along with the monies belonging 
to such central bank, any sum or sums of money 
belonging to and on account of any such branch 
bank : and the treasurers of such branch banks 
are to certify to the treasurer of such central bank Treasurer's 
that the amount contributed by any one subscriber ^ount. 
to any such branch bank in any one year does 
not exceed the proportions required. (58 Geo. III. 
c. 48. s. 16.) 



PAYMENTS OF EFFECTS INTO THE BANK OF 

ENGLAND. 

The trustees of any savings bank are to pay into Trustees to 
the bank of England any sum or sums, not being not les^than 
less than fifty pounds, to the account of the com- ^^ *<>.*« 
missioners for the reduction of the national debt, ers for the 
upon the declaration of the trustees of such institu- f Je"nationaf 
tion, or any two or more of them, that such monies debt, who 
belong exclusively to the institution for which such fhe lame^o 
payment is intended to be made ; and the cashier *"iiJ"« x^e 
or cashiers of the bank of England are required to fund for the 
receive all such monies, and to place the same into ^^^^^ ^®' 
a new and separate account, to be raised in the 
names of the said commissioners for the time being, 
in the books of the bank of England, to be de- 
nominated, '* The fund for the banks for sa.y\w%i^.' 



savings." 
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(57 Geo. III. c. 130. s. 10.) : and the trustees 
cannot lay out money upon any other security. 
(5 Geo. IV. c. 62. s. 27.) 
Remarks on The legislature having* projected the establish- 
inveTt?i?| **^ ment of banks for receiving the savings of per- 
dfiposits. sons in the lower ranks of society, it became an 
imperious duty to provide for the safety of the 
funds to be collected. Indeed, it is impossible to 
calculate the dreadful consequences which might 
have followed any considerable mismanagement of 
the funds which were thus to be confided, by a nu- 
merous and congregated population, to the care of 
institutions projected and established under the 
eye of the government, and recommended by some 
of the most influential members of the administra- 
tion. The persons to w.hom the framing a scheme 
for securing the funds was intrusted, had certainly 
a great responsibility cast upon them. If they gave 
power to the trustees to lend the funds on mort- 
gage, there would have been the lisk of bad titles, 
and ignorant and indolent agents, without that vigi- 
lance which is exercised by an individual lender in 
ascertaining the value of the property and other cir- 
cumstances regarding it. On the other hand, to in- 
vest the funds in the public stocks, would subject 
them to be diminished by the fluctuations in the 
prices of those stocks, and in effect produce similar 
results; and although, with all our abundant re- 
sources, and a vigilant and economical administra- 
tion of them, and the all-iihportance of public credit, 
the integrity of our public debt cannot reasonably be 
questioned, yet it could not have escaped the persons 
by whom the scheme was to be framed, that if that 
debt were for a moment to be suspected, its. effects 
would be more widely extended, by involving the 
industrious classes of the kingdom, and the con- 
sequences proportionately to be deprecated. On 
the other hand, if this evil could be avoided, the 
investment of the funds in government securities 
would create in all the subscribers an interest to 
Support public credit. 

^V^e have already seen that the monies were to 
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be paid into the bank of England to the credit of 
the commissioners; it was determined, that for 
these monies debentures should be issued, carrying 
interest at the rate of three pence by the day for 
every one hundred pounds; and payment oi the 
principal and interest might be demanded of the 
cashiers of the bank of England at any time. De- 
l)entures are now no longer issued, but account- 
able receipts, also carrying interest, are substituted ; 
yet as the laws regarding them are still in force as 
to all payments made to the bank of England up 
to the first of August, 1820, we shall first state 
them, and then the existing laws on payments sub- 
sequent to that period. 

As to payments made into the batik of England 
before the Ist of August, 1820. 

Previous to any payment being made into the bank An order to 
of England, the person or persons applying for that anJeir^he^ 
purpose must in all cases produce to the officer of the hands of two 
said commissioners, at their oiface m London, an order officers then ' 
under the hands of two of the trustees of such in- Jffif ^t"! ^^^ 
stitution on the account of which such payment is 
to be made ; and on the production of such order 
to the said officer, he is to grant his certificate ; and The commis- 
upon the delivery of the certificate granted to the Jggnl "eben- 
party by the said officer, and- payment of the sum tares to 
expressed therein at the bank of England to the ca^fnginte- 
account of the said commissioners, the said officer rest at thre«. 
is required to make out, within five days after he clnt^e^ 
shall have received notice of such payment, for ^**"*- 
delivery to such person or persons producing the 
order of the said trustees, a debenture containing a 
receipt, signed by one of the cashiers of the gover- 
nor and company of the bank of England, for the 
amount of such payment, carrying interest after the 
rate of three-pence per centum per d!ie97i, payable 
with the. principal, at the bank of England, on the 
fifth day of April then next following, to be dated 
on the day on which such payment or payments 
shall be miade ; and the principal and interest oi «i\ 
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Charged up- such debentures is charged and made payable out 
of commas.' of the monies or funds standing in the names of 
Honers. i]^q g^id commissioners in the books of the bank 

of England. (67 Geo. III. c.130. s. 11.)^ 
Upon appii- Upon any application for the renewal of any 
rene^?'of** debenture or debentures issued in pursuance of the 
debentures, said act of 67 Geo. III. the oflScer is to issue on« 
or more new debentures of the like amount, bearing 
the like rate of interest, in exchange for such original 
debenture or debentures, either with or without the 
interest added thereto, whenever the same should 
be required and expressed in the order of the trus- 
tees, as directed by the said recited act or this act, 
in lieu of paying in money such original debenture 
or debentures, with or without the interest added 
thereto; provided, that no fractional part of a 
pound is to be inserted in such new debenture, but 
such fraction paid in money. (68 Geo. III. c. 48. 
s. 3.) 

Upon the issue of any new debenture or deben- 
dated on the ^^^^^ ^° exchange for the original debenture with 
nixthday or without the interest added thereto, such new 
debenture or debentfires is to be dated by the 
said ojfficer on the sixth day from and after the 
date of the trustees' order requiring the issue of 
the same ; and in like manner upon the production 
of the trustees' order demanding payment of any 
debenture or debentures in money, the certificate 
to be granted by the said ojfficer, to enable the pay- 
ment thereof, is not to be dated before the sixth 
day from and after the date of the trustees' order 
demanding such payment, (sect. 8.) 

The trustees of any such institution, or any two 
and m\erlSt ^^ morc of them are to demand payment, at any 
"»*yj»e <J«- time other than on the fifth day of April in every 

inandedany «., ., ,. •',. *^/..,.^ 

•lay, except year, ot the said cashier or cashiers, of the pnn- 
ihe«th April, ^ipal sum Specified in any debenture or debentures 
issued in pursuance of the provisions of this act, 
together with all the interest due thereon, com- 
puting such interest from the day of the date of 
the debenture, inclusive, up to and including the 
five days following the date of the order of the 
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said trustees demaading such payment. (57 G. III. 
c. 130. s. 12.) 

Previous to the payment of the principal and ^^^^^^c pay. 
interest of any debenture or debentures, or to nl^wai^o/any 
the renewal of such debentures, the person ap- ^e*>enture, 
plymg to receive such payment or new deben- dorsedbyttwo 
ture is in all cases to produce to the officer of b™ pJSaced. 
the said commissioners an order, indorsed on the 
back of the debenture required to be paid or re- 
newed, under the hands of any two of the trustees 
of the institution for which such payment or re- 
newal shall be demanded, attested by two other 
trustees or managers thereof, or by any two credi- 
ble witnesses ; and the said officer was authorized 
and empowered, within five days after the interest 
of such debenture should be computed and exa- 
mined, at the office of the said commissioners, to 
grant his certificate to the person or persons ap- 
plying for any payment; and upon the pro- ^i^'^^Sir/ d 
duction and delivery at the Bank of England of thereupc^.^ 
such certificate, the cashier of the governor and 
company of the bank of England was thereupon 
to pay the sum specified therein out of any monies 
standing in the names of the said commissioners 
in the books of the bank of England, or from the 
sale of stock purchased with the monies originally 
invested in any debenture -or debentures issued 
under the said recited act or this act, as the said 
commissioners should direct. (58 Geo. III. c.48. 
s.4.) 

If at any time it happened upon the payment Not to pre^ 
of the principal and interest of any debenture or ra"nt^o* ^*^ 
debentures in money, that the said computation intercut ac- 
and examination of the interest thereof should not '** ^ 
be completed by the sixth day after the day of 
the date of the trustees' order demanding payment 
as aforesaid, nothing in the acts contained should 
be construed to prevent the payment of the interest 
which should appear to be actually due upon such . 
debenture or debentures, up to the day inclusive 
immediately preceding the day of the completing 
such computation and examination ; and the «^vd 
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officer was thereby authorized and empowered, 
in all such cases, to compute the interest thereof- 
up to the day immediately preceding the day of 
completing such said computation and examina- 
tion, (sect. 9.) 
intereattobe The trustees of any such institution from time 
!I!li.*«.*«** to time, at any time after the expiration of one 
trantoea di. calendar month next following the twentieth day 
'*^^* of May and the twentieth day of November in 

any year, were to require that the interest due on' 
any such debenture on such twentieth day of May 
or twentieth day of November respectively, should 
be paid to such person or persons as such trustees 
shall from time to time direct, by any order in 
writing (not liable to any stamp duty) under the 
hands of two such trustees, attested by two other 
trustees or managers, or any two credible witnesses, 
according to such form as the said commissioners 
should direct ; and . the said order should be pro- 
duced to the officer of the said commissioners, who 
should certify thereon the amount of interest then 
due, and require the same to be paid ; and upon 
the production of such order and such certificate 
thereon at the bank of England, the cashier or 
cashiers should thereupon pay the sum specified 
therein, out of any monies standing in the name of 
the said commissioners in the books of the said 
bank. (sect. 5.) : but the debentures were not trans- 
ferrable. (sect. 16.) 
])cbcntnrcs No debenture or debentures, nor any order or 
Iuiiip*duty^ orders required frona the trustees of any such in- 
nnd If lost ' stitutiou issued or produced, in pursuance of this 
iicwed!*^*" act, are subject or liable to any stamp duty what- 
ever ; and if any debenture or debentures issued 
under the provisions of this act be lost or destroyed, 
the said commissioners, upon satisfactory evidence 
being produced by the party, and good and suffi- 
cient security given to the said commissioners, may 
direct the said officer to grant a duplicate deben- 
ture to the party applying, under the same regula- 
tions as required for the issue of an original deben- 
ture. (67 Geo. III. c. 130. s. 16.^ 
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If any order or declaration produced to the said Penalties. 
officer^ for the purpose of paying monies into the 
bank of England to the account of the said com* 
missioners as aforesaid, contain any matter or thing 
false or untrue, then and in every such case the 
sum so paid is forfeited to the said commissioners, 
(sect. 17.) 

The privilege aforesaid of paying money into the investment* 
bank of J^gland, and of receiving debentures for in the bank. 
the same, vras restricted to such institutions only 
which should by one or more of their rules provide 
that the sums paid by one person in any one year 
and applied to tne purchase of the aforesaid deben- 
tures, should not exceed the sum of one hundred 
pounds in the first year, and fifty pounds in every 
year afterwards, in the whole from each depositor, 
except in the cases where friendly societies be- 
came depositors ; and the conuqiissioners for the 
reduction of the national debt, previous to the 

J payment of any sum or sums into tn$ bank of £ng- 
and in pursuance of this act were to require the 
production of such rule or rules so limiting the 
sums to be deposited to the amount above men- 
tioned, certified under the hands of two of the 
trustees or managers of each such institution re- 
spectively, and any o'ther proof they may think it 
necessary to require, (sect. 19.)* 

This act of the 57 Geo. III. c. 134. prescribed 
various forms set out in a schedule annexed to it 
for the certificates and other documents required to 
be signed by the above provisions ; but this excess 
of legislation was found to be productive of incon- 
venienceSy and from the inapplicability of certain 
forms to all possible cases they were found so de- 
fective, that in the following year they were 
repealed, and others substituted by the act 
58 Geo. III. c. 48. ; but that was not to prevent Forms in 
the use of the several forms marked in the schedule for?be'pwl 
to the former act annexed, for all the purposes to poses of that 

^ act. 



* And see 58 Geo. III. c.43. s. 14. infra, p,74. 
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which they were applicable, notwithstanding the 
repeal of the same until the adoption in lieu here- 
of of the several forms in the schedule to latter 
act annexed :* and since that period all forms hare 
been repealed by the 6 Geo. IV. c. 62. s. 38.t 

The act 58 Geo. III. 48. appears also to have de- 
parted from the prudential regulations of the folmer 
by allowing the funds of th^ savings banks to be 
invested in three per cent, consolidated or reduced 
annuities. 
CominiMion. The Commissioners being upon the application 
uuirfer 3 ^^ ^^^ trustees of any saving banks authorized and 
r' d*a*haiif ®™P®w^^^®^> ij* lieu of Paying off the principal and 
percent.* interest of any such debenture or debentures in 
tqj«i*viuc ™<>ney, to cause their agent or agents (being alsa 
with the cashiers of the governor and company) to transfer 
principa? such an amouut of either three pounds per centum 
if dJb!n'"^ consolidated or reduced bank annuities, or bank 
mns. annuities at the rate of three pounds and ten shil- 

lings per centum, as should by computation produce 
the like amount in money as the amount of the 
principal and interest of such debenture or deben- 
tures, out of any account of the said bank annui- 
ties standing in the names of the said commis- 
sioners in the books of the bank of England, into 
the name or names of any two of the said trustees. 



• 58 Geo. III. c. 48. 8.13. 
tThis experience may not be without some service in the 
discussion of the proposals for reducing convejances of pro- 
perty to certain forms, and that no others should be used. 
The gentlemen who have made those proposals, are actuated, 
without doubt, by the best motives j but every conve^rancer 
of experience knows, that with all his endeavours to simplify 
and arrange forms, he hardly ever draws a conveyance but uese 
forms undergo considerable modification. An ignorant man fan- 
cies that the possession of forms will enable him to draw 
conveyances, whilst the man of practical experience knows 
they are as the marble in the rude block, wluch can only be 
adapted to useful and valuable purposes by the head and 
hand of the skilful. In making these remarks the author 
disclaims any hostility to improvements in our propertjr laws ; 
he only wishes that they be committed to men who understand 
the subject, as rash attempts by incompetent persons would 
involve it in greater difficulties. 



i 
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vrhenev^ the same should be expressed and re- 
quired in the order of the said trustees, in lieu of 
{laying such debenture or debentures in money. 
(M Geo. III. c. 48. s. 6.) 

But before any three per centum consolidated ^^J|5***^ 
or reduced bank annuities, or bank annuities at the befintcon- 
raftie of three pounds and ten shillings per centum, m^^b"y*^ 
could be transferred from the account of the said compoution 
commissioners, such three per centum, or three avenge*^ *^ 
pounds and ten shillings per centum bank annuities, P''^^^* 
were to be first converted into money by the com- 
putation of the said officer, according to the 
ayerage price of either three per centum consoli- 
dated or reduced bank annuities, or three pounds 
and ten shillings per centum bank annuities, at the 
option of the said trustees expressed in their said 
<mer, to be exhibited at the office of the said com- 
missioners, under and by virtue of any act or acts 
then in force, on the day of the delivery of such 
order at their said office, such price being the 
average price of the said three per centum or three 
pounds and ten shillings per centum bank annuities, 
on the day preceding the production and delivery 
of the said order as aforesaid, (sect. 7.) 

Whenever any three per centum consolidated or Certificate 
reduced bank annuities, or three pounds and ten by thfofficer 
shillings per centum bank annuities, should be re- "bethST'^ 

auired by the said trustees to be transferred from transferred. 
le account of the said commissioners, the said 
officer was authorized and empowered to grant his 
Qertificate for that purpose, to the person or per- 
sons applying for the same, a duplicate whereof 
should be transmitted by the said officer to the 
governor and company of the bank of England ; 
and upon the production and delivery of the said 
certificate at the bank of England, the said agents 
of the said commissioners were required to transfer 
from any account of the said commissioners stand- 
ing in the books of the' said governor and com- 
pany, the amount and description of stock therein 
stated, into the names of the two trustees of such 
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saving bank or institution described in such^^er- 
tificate. (sect. 10.) 
Witiiin five Upon every sucb transfer of stock being made 
accouuunt from the account of the said commissioners, the 
twSmit^hb accountant general of the governor and company 
certificate, of the bank of England, within five days affcer such 
transfer had been made, vras to transmit to the 
office of the said commissioners, for delivery to 
the person applying for the same, a certificate 
thereof, (sect. 11.) 
ifthetniR. And this act further provided that if at any 
the' payment ^^ic the said trustccs required the payment or re- 
^^**5J^®*^newal of more than one debenture at one and the 
one deben- Same time, the said trustees might give one general 
may^ve of^cr in Writing under their hands, attested by 
one general two Other trustccs or managers, or any two credi- 
writing! blc witucsscs, either for the renewal or for the pay- 
ment thereof in money, or for the payment thereof 
in stock as aforesaid, containing the number and 
anM)unt of each debenture, according to such form 
as the commissioners should direct, in lieu of in- 
dorsing such order on the back of each separate 
debenture, as required by the said recited act ; and 
the production and delivery of such general order, 
together with the several debentures specified 
therein, at the office of the said commissioners, 
severally indorsed on the back with the names 
and under the hands of the two trustees signing 
such general order, should be deemed as valid and 
effectual to all intents and purposes as though such 
order had been indorsed tgr the said trustees on 
each debenture separately, (sect. 12.) 
Paynieuu The privilege of paying money into tiie bank 
restrained" of England, and of receiving debentures for the 
such msuto- ^^'^*^» w^s» ^rom and after the first day of Octob^, 
tions as limit ouc thousaud eight hundred and eighteen, restricted 
the deposit. ^ ^^^^ institutions only which should by one or 

more of their rules, provide that the sums paid by 
any person who shall pay or subscribe any sum by 
ticket or number or otherwise, without disclosing 
bis or her name to the trustees of such institution^ 
should not exceed the $um of ten pounds in any 
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one year ; and the commissioners for the reditetioH 
of the national debt were, previous to the payment 
of any sum or sums into the bank of England, in 
pursuance of this act, to require the produetion 
of such rule or rules so limiting the said sum or 
sums to be so deposited, certified under the hands 
of two of the trustees or managers of each such 
institution respectively, and any other proof which 
they might think necessary to require, (sect. 14.) 

But it extended the privilege of paying money Privilege of 
into the bank of England, and of receiving deben- p°a^ent 
tures for the same, to such institutions as might ™o°«y^^« 
have been established at any time previous to the ed^to MvioKl 
passing of the act 67 Geo. III. c. 64., or which ^^b/fore"^ 
might have since formed or thereafter should form the sutnte. 
their rules and regulations according to the pro- 
visions of that and this act; and the trustees of such 
institutions respectively might invest any funds 
already accumulated by such institutions, and 
which should not have been invested at the time 
of the passing of this act in debentures in manner 
authorized by the said act and this act. (sect. 15.) 

The act 1 Geo. IV . c. 83, repealed all that re- Sams dne on 
lated to debentures in the preceding acts, as to beniSrls^* 
payments into the bank subsequent to the first day *"««<* ""^er 
of August, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, ootMandUig 
but made further provision regarding them in jfoJJJ^JJJf' 
respect of payments before that period, 'by enacting or^oth May 
that all and every sum and sums of money due on loacconnfof 
the twentieth day of November, one thousand eight the several 
hundred and twenty, or on the twentieth day ofbankf, and 
Mayi one thousand ei^t hundred and twenty-one, conlSudated 
or on the twentieth day of November or twentieth with the in- 
day of May in any subsequent year,- for interest {ng**^*^*^™' 
upon or in respect of any debenture or debentures, 
issued at any time before the said first day of August 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and which 
were outstanding on any such twentieth day of 
November or twentieth day of May respectively, 
shojild, within thirty days after such twentieth day 
of November and .twentieth day of May respec- 
tiTely, be placed to the credit of the respective 
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Trustees may 
drew for 
payment 
of de- 
bentares in 
money, or 
accept a re- 
ceipt for the 
same, ac- 
cording to 
the 3nd sec. 
1 Geo. IV. 
c. 83. 



savings banks on whose account respectively such 
debentures were originally issued ; and the interest 
so due be consolidated with the interest which 
should accrue from time to time on every such 
twentieth day of November and twentieth day pf 
May respectively, upon all or any other sums ihen 
standing on the account of such respective savings 
banks under and by virtue of this act. (1, Geo. IV. 
c. 83. s. 8.) 

The trustees of any saving bank, on whose 
account any such outstanding .debentures may have 
been issued, (by an order made under the hands of 
any two of such trustees, in such form as the said 
commissioners should direct, and upon the produc- 
tion of the debentures to which such order should 
refer, severally indorsed with the names and under 
the hands of the same two trustees who should 
sign the said order), may draw upon the said com- 
missioners for payment in money of the whole or 
of any part of the principal sum contained in any 
such outstanding debenture or debentures (together 
with the interest due thereon) ; and at any time 
on or after the twenty-first day of December one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty, the trus- 
tees in lieu of receiving the whole amount of such 
principal and interest, or any part thereof in money, 
may accept from the officer of the said commission- 
ers a receipt for the whole, or for any part of such 
principal and interest according to the provisions 
of this act, dated either before or on or after the 
said twenty-first day of December : the officer may 
indorse such order of the trustees for paymept ofN 
the whole principal and interest of such debenture 
or debentures, or any part thereof, in money, or 
issue and deliver to the person or persons applying 
for the same, a receipt carrying interest at the rate 
of three pence per centum per diem (according to 
the directions contained in this act) for the sum 
of money required by such order of such trus- 
tees, and such sum of money contained in such 
receipt is thereupon io be carried to the account 
of the trustees of such saving bank, as if the 



same had been an original deposit under the 
directions of this act, and be subject to all the 
regulations contained in this Act and in the said 
acts, as the same were altered or amended by this 
act; and all. debentures so paid or exchanged 
are to be thereupon cancelled, and cease, deter- 
mine, and become utterly void, (sect. 9.) 

If at any time between the first day of August officers may 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and the f^r pirt oilT* 
twenty-first day of December one thousand eight debenturen. 
hundred and twenty, the trustees of any saving 
bank required any payment to be made in part or 
on acK^ount of any renewed debenture, the said 
trustees might require, and the officer of the com- 
missioners issue a receipt for the whole of the 
Srincipal and interest which remained due on such 
ebenture, after deducting the payment required 
to be made thereon ; and the sum of money speci- 
fied in such receipt was to be carried to the account 
of the trustees of such saving bank, in like manner 
as is provided and directed with respect to receipts 
to be issued at any time after the twenty-first day 
of December, one thousand eigl^t hundred and 
twenty, (sect. 10.) 

Nothing m this act contained to be construed Not to 
to prevent the trustees of any saving bank from tnmles from 
demanding and receiving payment in stock, of any p*"meni"^f 
one or more debenture or debentures which may debentures 
be outstanding at the time of the passing of this ^" ^^^^^' 
act, according to the provisions and regulations 
prescribed by the former acts, or either of them, 
m case such trustees should think fit to demand 
and require the same. (sect. 11.) 

And in order to amalgamate the old and new Debentares 
systems as early as possible, in case any deben- J,^**iicjIJion" 
ture issued under the authority of former acts, and to two trns- 
be lost, destroyed, or defaced, the commissioners JSay be**^** 
for the reduction of the national debt, on applica- gi^e"- 
tion by any two trustees on behalf of the saving 
bank, and upon proving on oath or q^erwise, to 
the satisfaction of the said commissioners, of the 
date, contents, and value of such debenture, and of 
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Umb drcniiiittticfli of the loss, destrMliM; ifM.eUk^ 
iiif lh«neof, may direct and order tli«'officlri^W^j^ 
aatfi commissioners to issue to the peiwm' ot'Mt^dkis 
making wioh application, upoft gjM/hg Mciirl^, 
(in case they shall think any reqi^itep '"Htt^*- 
ceipt cairyiDg interest as aforeskid^ fbt* i sttm of 
money equal in amount to the ^ribcMJil fSaA 
interest due on such debenture solcfBt, tieg tiTi y'<jfty^ 
defaced ; and such sum of money tc^ be tlM^Mp^ 
carried to the account of the trusteeftcpf iiiicli MiTin^ 
bank, as if the same had been am cfrighHd ^d^^fkwH. 
(1 Geo. IV. c. 83. 8. 16.) j* -* r. vc . 

Interest on Whether auy debentures were itf'faM 488ae4 
?o^e from after the first day of August, one-tboOMind «ight 
Nov. 30th, hundred and twenty, we are not informed^ yet a 
subsequent act, the 6 Geo. IV. c.M.,'preMmt8 hi 
ito 16<ii section an enactment, that all interM ujpon 
any debenture or deb^tnres which shall have 
been issued in England or Ireland, at any time 
before the twentieth- day of November, one tiiou-* 
sand eight hundred and twenty-four^ under any (Vf 
the said herein-before recited acts, shall cease and 
determine on and from the twentieth day ot 
November, one thousand eight hundred and tweity 
four, and that no sum or sums of money diall =1^ 
placed to the credit of any savings bank for iMe^* 
rest for any time subsequent to such twentieth day 
of November, one thousand eight hundred aAtt 
twenty-four, upon or in respect of any such 'diebeM^ 
ture or debentures which may be outstanding '-on 
the twentieth day of November, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty- four. 

, * 

As to payments into the bank of EngUmd* since 
the Jirst day of August, 1820. 

The act 1 Geo. IV. c. 83. has repealed the mbchi^ 
nery of debentures in respect to payments made into 
the bank after the first day of August, one thousahd 
eight hundred and twenty, and by its enacitin^ti 
and those of a subsequent one, SGeo.IV.'tt.'flS., 
the original policy of the former act is t^m^l 
in confining investments to the confmissid^'ers bf 



JDebeni w re$.»^Jntere»i, 70 

tbft MttfcioBal debt, (sect. 27.) and that upon ac- 
pQuatable receipts carrying interest at three-pence 
for eyery hundred by Uie day ; and the tmstoes 
haye no longer the power to accept stock in ex- 
change for the inrestments in the bank. 
• The 1 Geo. IV. c. 83. enacts, that from and So mveh of 
after the first day of August, one thousand eight J!^^*^^^ 
hundred and twenty, so much and such parts of issoing, rt. 
the former acts, whereby the issuing of any deben* pay^gd»!^ 
ture or debentures by or under the authority of the ^JJ^^*^^ ^ 
commiasioiiers for the reduction of the national debt pealed.*^ 
b authorized or required upon the payment of any 
money into the bank of England to the account of 
the said commissioners by the trustees of any say- 
ing bank ; and also so much of the former acts, 
or either of them, as relates to the renewal of any 
such debentures, or to the payment of the principal 
or interest of any such debentures> or any part 
thereof, or to the transferring of any bank annuities 
in lieu of paying off the principal and interest of 
any such debenture or debentures in money, should, 
as to any such payments made into the bank of 
England by the trustees of any saying bank, at 
any time after the said first day of August, cease 
and determme, and the same were tiiereby re- 
pealed, (sect. 1.) 

The officer of the said commissioners is to issue, '^^ ^^^^^ 
upon eyery such payment bemg made, a receipt sionen ibr 
signed by one of the cashiers of the goyemor and oV,h^nJ?°" 
company of the bank of England, for the amount tionai debt, 
of fluch payment, carrying interest at the rate of ceipt7o?£e 
three-pence per centum per diem from the day of amount of 
such payment inclusiye, payable with the principal carn^higVii- 
at the bank of England, whenever the same shall foj^every*** 
be required or drawn for in manner directed by loo/. by the 
this act, such receipt to be dated on the day on ^bfe o^n %^ 
which the payment of any such sum of money is monies or 
miKie ; and eyery such receipt to be in such term ing in the 
as shall be from time to time directed by the said SJSSi? ^ 
commissioners ; aiid the principal and interest of all sionen. 
sn'ms mentioned in any inich receipt to be charged 
and chargeable upon, and made payable out of the 

F 
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monies or funds standing in the names of the said 

commissioners in the books of the bank of England* 

(sect. 2.) 

Interest to This act also displays another noval feature by 

haif-y"ariy*** adding the interest to the principal, for which pur- 

uDtosoth pose it declares Uiat all interest payable upon any 

November ^ « ^-j* u •. ^ 

and Mth sum ot moucy mentioned m any such receipt, upon 
b^me^^ '® the twentieth day of November and the twentieth 
princij^. day of May in every year next after the date of any 
such receipt, should be computed by the officer of 
the said commissioners, and placed to the credit of . 
the saving bank on whose account any such sum 
was paid, within thirty days from such twentieth 
day of November and twentieth day of May re- 
spectively, and become principal, and thenceforth 
carry interest as principal money paid into the 
bank of England on account of such saving bank ; 
And a re- and a receipt is to be signed by the officer of the ' 
ceipt given. ^^^^ commissioners, and issued by the said officer 
half-yearly, within thirty days after, and to bear 
date on such twentieth day of November and 
twentieth day of May, for the amount of such 
interest so made principal, as if the amount thereof 
had been a payment made by the trustees of such 
saving bank, to the account of the said commis- 
No interest sioners ; no interest to be computed on the firac- 
part of a** tioual part of a pound of 'the half-yearly balance : 
v^'^^' the managers and trustees of any saving bank 
may direct that all interest payable to the depo^ 
sitors shall be twice in each year calculated by the 
trustees or such persons as they shall appoint, and 
shall be carried to the credit of the depositor, and 
become principal, and thenceforth carry interest as 
other principal money deposited in the said bank, 
(sect. 3.) 

Application thereof by commisaionerg. 

Monies to be The Commissioners are to cause all the monies 
comSis^iSn- paid into the bank of England and placed to their 
ers in bank accouut, to be invested from time to time in the 

annuities. i /» i i 'a* • ^i • «. 

purchase ot bank annuities m their names, and to 
be carried to the new and separate account befdi^ 
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provided ; and the interest due thereon is in like 
itMumer be invested in the purchase of bank annu- 
ities as aforesaid. (57 Geo. III. c. 130. s. 14.) 
' But all interest on outstanding debentures issued 
before the twentieth day of November, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-four, ceased on that 
dttv. (5 G. IV. C.62. s. 16.) 

This application of the monies does not, however, 
appear to affect the saving banks themselves, but 
is only directory to the commissioners. 
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, Before trustees of any savings bank make any Tmstees, 
order or draft for payment by the said commis- make^aSy^ 
sioners for the reduction of the national debt, of draft, are to 
any sum of money, the said trustees are to make, appoinu^nt 
give, sign, and execute an appointment, under the ^J^^ *s«nt 
hands and seals of not more than four of them, the money^ 
and the execution of which shall be attested bv !5niiiJJ*Z 

. « ^1 • 1 1 •' \®H«»re from 

two managers ot the same savings bank, empower- the com- 
ing and authorizing some person or persons named ™*"*®"®"' 
in such appointment to be agent or agents for re • 
ceivinff all and every such sum and sums of money 
as such trustees shall from time to time require to 
be paid by such commissioners; and every such 
appointment is to be produced by or on behalf of 
the person or persons named therein, to the officer 
of the said commissioners, fourteen days at least 
before the payment of any sum or sums of money 
on account of such savings bank; such appoint- 
ment to remain deposited in the office of such offi- 
cer; and to be made in such form as shall be 
directed by the said commissioners or their officer. 
(1 Geo. IV. c. 83. s. 4.) 

The trustees of any savings bank, or the sur- Tr^stee^may 
vivors or suirvivor of such trustees, can revoke such poTntocnti 
appointment by any certificate or other instrument <>^ agents, 
Qilder their hands and seals, attested by two mana- 
gers of such savings bank, and in such form as 
diall be directed by the said commissioners or their 

F 2 
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officer; and in case of the decease of every audt 
trustee escept one, the sumTing trustee, together 
with any outer trustee or trustees, not exceediDg 
four in the whole, of the said savings bank ; and 
in case of the decease of all such trustees, any 

^ other trustees of the said savings bank, not elV 
ceeding four in the whole, can from time to limp 
execute an appointment in manner afoK^fii, re- 
appointing the person or personi named in ^uch 
appointment, or any othei person or peraoliii in bi» 

'' or their room or stead, to be the agent or agehts 
of such trustees ; and every such certificate' or id- 
strument of revocation, and every such hew appoint- 
ment, is to be produced to the officer of tAe said 
commissioners by the person or persons named in 
such new appoiDtment, fourteen days at the least 
before the payment of any sum or sums of money 
to the person or persons named in such new appoint' 
ment, and remam deposited in the office oi sacb 
officer, (sect. 6.) 



EFFECTS DRAWN OUT BY TRUSTEES^ 

The trustees of any saving bank, (by any dnft 

[* or order in writing under the bands of any two 

ir tiuBtees, attested by two other trustees or managpn^ 

or by any two credible witnesses, acconUng-toi 

such form as the said commissianers direct,) can 

E require the whole or any pait of the principal BdM 

^' or sums of money standing in the books of -th^ 

said conunisuonera, to the credit of the trustees ef 

such savings bank, to be paid to such person ol 

persons as such trustees snail from time to time 

require, being the a^nt or agents named in ackne 

appointment executed under this act, and lodged 

with the officer as hereinbefore mentioned, and itheil 

remaining in force, and eveiy such draft or tmica 

is to be addressed to the saidcomnuBsioBeis^ilaDd 

upon the same being produced to the officseri/hf 

must, within five days after the production llietsm 

upon the back of such draft or order, iadom4.«rii 
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sign an order for the payment of the sum mentioned 
in the draft or order, wiUi the amount of interest 
dlie, and which order of such officer, previous to 
the issuing thereof, is to be entered and coimter- 
signed by the clerk making such entry, and ad- 
dressed to the cashiers of the governor and company 
oi the bank of England ; and such cashiers, ur 
one of them, upon the production of such order, 
are to pay the sum mentioned therein to the person 
or persons mentioned in the draft or order of the 
said trustees, and the signature of such person or 
persons, jointly or severally, is a sufficient discharge 
to the' said governor and company ; and all pay- 
ments made in pursuance of such drafts or orders 
FeBp«c;tiVely, are to be .deemed and taken to be 
pavmentB made by the said commissioners for the, 
reduction of tiie national debt, to the trustees of 
such savings bank respectively, according to the 
numerical order and priority of date in which the 
original receipts for money deposited on account 
of such savings banks respectively are issued to the 
trustees thereof respectively. (1 0. IV . c. 83. s. 8.) 

Whenever the sum to be drawn for by the JJjJJ'^J 
ImsteeB of any savings bank amounts to two thou- ^xml >n<i 
sand pounds or upwards, the draft or order for that °o''iI^^e(i 
purpose is to be signed by not less than four such >>; ima 
tmstaes, and the signature of eacfa separately at- ^t"^' * 
tested by at least one manager, or by some one •^pari<<^ii' 
-Mber credible person ; and any manager or other naitr or 
pciBcm attesting the signature of any one of the °^" ""' 
said four trustees, is not to be an attesting witness 
to die Bignatare of any other of such four trustees, 
(sect. 14.) 

in case any one or mote trustee or trustees of ir \ntmt 
uy savings bank who hare made any such appoint- ^^" '^d 
m^, 01 in case any one or more other trustee or prodnu 
ti*8l«es of uiy such savings bank appear in person mt'tt',^ 
at the office of the said commissioners, and require commiutoo- 
pAynent of any sum or sums of money which ibcm. 
nigtat be reqnir«d by the person or persons autho- 
ntxA to receive the same by such appointment, or 
if any tnwtee or trustees of any SKV^n^ Vni^ 
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appear in person where no such appointment hat 

been made, and if such trustee or trustees sb 

appearing produce a draft or order signed' by 

any two or more trustees of such savings bank^ 

no such trustee or trustees being himself or tfaem^ 

selves the party or parties who signed such draft 

. or order, and if the identity of the person of die 

trustee or trustees so appearing be ascertained to 

the satisfaction of the said commissioners or their 

ofScer, then the said ofSoer may direct payment tp 

be made to such trustee or trustees so appearing, 

of any sum or sums required to be paid oy sudi 

draft or order, in like manner as if the person or 

persons authorized by such appointment to receive 

th^ same had required such payment (6 Geo, IV.^ 

c. 62. s. 17.) 

Twenty.one Whenever the sum to be drawn for by the 

1^ demand ^^^^^^ of any saviugs bank, or by the trustee 

of<^»stfor of any friendly society, amount to the sum of five. 

payment. ^^^ thousand Dounds or upwards, the amount of suob 

draft shall not be payable or paid by the ofScer ^• 

the commissioners until the expiration of twenty^ 

one days next after the day when the draft for such 

sum shall be produced to the said officer, (sect. 37.) 



EXCHEQUER BILLS. 

Iton*?f2!»m". '^^'^ commissioners for the reduction of the.ail- 

missionera, tional debt, or the proper officer or officers of tha 

mayh^u^ Said Commissioners, from time to time may make 

«|5g»«q««»" application to the lord high treasurer, or to the comt- 

missioners of his Majesty's treasury of the united 

kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, stating and 

certifying what sum of money may be required £bc 

satisfying any demands which shall from tin^ to 

time be made upon the said conunissioners for > die. 

reduction of the national debt, by the trasteeatof 

any savinp bank or friendly society ; and tkercH 

upon the lord high treasurer, or commi8sionefb»(|xf 

the said treasury, or any three of them, in- iaile 

tbej shall think fit and proper so to do^ by wairail 



\ 
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mder their hands are to cause or direct any number 

of exchequer bills to be made out at the receipt of 

his Miyesty's exchequer in Great Britain, for such 

mm or sums of money as shall be from time to 

time- stated and certified in any such application 

of • the said commissioners for the reduction of the 

Qttional debt, or their officer or officers, under the 

directions of the said commissioners, or for any 

part of any such sum or sums ; and sijich excher 

qaer bills are to be made out in the same or like 

manner, form, and order, and according to. the 

same or like rules and directions as are prescribed 

and directed by an act made in the forty-eighth 

year of the reign of his late Mc^e^ king George 

the third, intituled, '^ An Act for regulating the4s6.3.e. i. 

issuing and paying of exchequer bills.'' (5 Geo. lY* 

c. 62. a. 330 

The governor and company of the bank of £ng- Advances to 
land are to adyance to the said commissioners for erf^*^^"' 
^e reduction of the national debt such sum ocbankapon 
sums of money, on the credit of any such exche- qaerhm^*" 
quer bill or bills, and at such times as the said 
commissioners shall from time to time require, 
(sect. 34.) 

The principal sum of every such exchequer bill. The exche- 

Y'l* /.•' 11^ J ' iqaer bilk are 

upon which any sum of money has been so ad- to be paid off 
vanced by the governor and company of the hank Jjy^J^®^**- 
of England, is, together with all interest due 
tkcreon, to be discharged from time to time by the 
said commissioners for the reduction of the national 
difiod, in such portions as the said commissioners 
deem fit and expedient, with and out of any mo- 
luea invested from time to time by the trustees of 
any saraigs banks or firiendly societies respectively, 
aad carried to the credit of the said commissioners, 
on account of such savings banks or friendly so- 
oi^es, or with and out of the monies or funds 
eommonly called ^^the Sinking Fund," standing 
is' the names of the said commissioners in the 
books of the governor and company of the bank 
e6:£nglaiid, or by both, or either of such means 
ifi^ffa^payment as the said commission^^a d<^t(v 
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9|os^ ^ ^oper and coDYenient ; Jind^mciMi^iMt 
Uj^i any such payment being oMuler^bV'itiie'iMJM 
commissioners) exchequer bilk to tW luiKm)if'4>f 
tbB> ^prinejipal sum so paid off and dkMlitirg^^are 
p(irh» Mhrered up to the said coiifinisBitdair^^bJ^ 
tile gp)ir$arnar and company of the bank t>f £tiilttMn 
i^od ihe.' said GOttmissionera are forthwi1fli<t<Mitttftf§^ 
Hie said exchequer bills to bedelh^ired^t^r'il^ ^y^ 
masters of exchequer bills to bie*oandelledU(iN^^iiR) 
^^en Whenever the principal "sum of «liy^siloh>exl^litec 

exchequer quer biU OT bills hss been disofaar^ liy knymttM 
out^fThr* or sums advanced from the sinkiiig^fuiidyncliiii^KAIil^ 
f^nV°'^ missioners are to cause their (officer 'tK> tfkiiift^; 
from- any account standing 4n the liamd^'c^'tiic 
said commissioners into : the account> stifodih^ ill 
the names of the- said commissioners fi| the books 
of the bank ti£^ England, under the title of ** tiie 
account of- the -oommisskmers appointed by act of 
parliament for applying certain «nms of no6ey 
annaaUy*tk>i)4h^ trtMhriotion of the national debt/' 
such aa.axtleiiiitiof' stock as i^iall produce by ccnU- 
putation the principal suw and interest of all dUdf 
exche^er btlia ao (paid off and discharged; ioafd 
the said computations are to be made by Ihe proper 
officer or officers of die said commissioners/ aoOn^ 
ing to the price *at which sudi stock has heeti pk^ 
chased by the said coiuttissionerB on thtil' daty^ldf 
transferring the said amount of stock as afe^eitoSlf^ 
and upon every such transfer of stock being^lDM^^/ 
th0r accountant-general of the governor and 'boilM 
jHuny of the bank of England, is thereupon '<4^ 
transmit to the office of the said commissionetB;'^ 
certificate of every such transfer, containing tlul 
amount and description of stock so transferredr 

(eect. 36.) '•" 

.'i 

DEPOSITS. 

Who may subscribe. 

miao«may ^? ^^^ **^® managers of any such institution 

be paid to rec^ivc any deposit of money from ot for ih» beoefif 

mseiveit. ^f ^^ pereon under the a^e of twenty-one yeaAy 
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l^i^Ql^illiMqitvpay'him his shafe and intore«C iii'tlke 
ftpf1fi»HMiHt nk roceipt to beasufficteiit dischatg^. 
^TJiAQfliillLc.ldO. a.dE.) *'' 

.nB]1^::tnlatees of any sayings bank may iHcei^^b a penon 
^nBhany'-pefsoo acting as trustee cm hehmf of > atiV ^"bJ^^Jon 
if^fffl^l^,\iWSf Aim or sums not -esoedding' tl^ behalf of 
^H^ifJifti^KHiol; herein-before mention^'; pnoVidM ^^^"* 
8|^ tnatee shall make sodi declaration -oti tlie 
bfJMif><tf bimaelfv and also on behalf of sUch depo- 
silpr, and) ^subject to the Uke conditions as' are 
Bftf|uijrod ia !tb^ ease of any pereon making- any 
depont^n hiooF her own aeconnt ; and all deposite 
milde<t»y any ftudi trustees are to be inserted in the 
hooka oi.«uch sayings bank, in the joint names 6f 
niehtniatee or trustees and of- the person on whose 
aooount .deposited ; and the receipt of trustees, or 
the suryivor of them^ or ihe:.exedntors of admi- 
nistrators of any sole or sonriyuig trusted i^ sufficient. 
<^ Geo. IV . c. 62. a. 23.) '•. * '"■■•'' 

' Any friendly society established hinder and byFHcndiyso. 
yktue of any act or acAs relating tb firiemily societies, Inh^n^^ 
may from time to time subscribe the whole or 4ny |^^^ ^B<t> 
pfuct of its funds, through their treasuiier, steward, fands of « 
0(., other officer or officers, into the funds of any^^j^f 
savings bank institution willing to receive the same ; 
WfA) the receipt or discharge of the treasurer or Receipt of 
^th^.iofficerof such friendly society for the titde ^'^•j**'*^ 
bfi^y f<dr aoy money, stock in the public funds; or 
oikn^f .seoarity, paid, transferred, or deliyered acconl- 
imctot'^ requisition of such treasurer oroth^ 
officer, ^apparently authorized to require such pky- 
men^ transfer, or deliyery, is a sufficient dischsvge 
for the same ; and the sayings bank is not re^pon- . 
(Mtde fo|r any misapplication thereof, or for any 
want of authority of me officer. (57 6eo^ III. c. 1961. 
e. 6.*) 

No member of any friendly society, by reason of ^^i^ffSid^ 
-such person being or becoming a depositor in any J^*^*^j>i*^ 

<f (^ 1 A* IM. benefit was extended to charitable institutions, by 
iK^dM sedt of 1 Geo. IV. e. 83., yM^ wibft repealeiTby the 
i»,%(^I^.c^„ie«t24- ^ ^ 
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toanyinsti- institutiatt taking the benefit of this:,iu^ is,tot.I;)j9 
S£ w?"^*' considered as subject or liable to any.p^n^ty^.^r, 
liable to any feiture, OT disability, declared or e;qpres^4» /VF 
forfeiture, ia^ended SO to be, by or in the rules, prd^i;^^ qt 
regulations of such friendly society, (sect. 2^) . . , 
Roles appii- All the regulations and provisions cont^ifHidi in 
meilmidTthe act 1 Geo. IV. c.83. relative to mofi'ejr, p^, 
«°^erthe [nto the bank of England, and debenture^.issj^^d 

SOGco. III. ^ ,, p ^^ J 1* ui I 

C.128. on account thereof, are made applicable to., pay- 
ments so made, and debentures issued ttfi4^..)y^ 
authority of an act passed in the fifty-ninth .](^,;Qf 
the reign of his late majesty king Geoigie the jOpitA, 
intituled, '* An Act for the further protection ieoid 
encouragement of friendly societies, and for preyc^t* 
ing frauds and abuses therein.^' (l6eo.jV.c«B3. 
s, 18.) 

Who nuty not, 

SabMrip. No sums are to be paid or subscribed into any 

be'mX by savings bank in England or Ireland by any person 
numbe? ^ poTSons, by ticket or number or otherwise, with- 
witi^oat out disclosing his or her name to the trustees of 
such savings bank. (6 Geo. IV, c. 62. s. 20,) 



name. 



Amounts that may be subsctihed. 
Deposits of The trustees of any savings bank are ndt to 

any one de» * i* i ' »a .■••««iI» 

pcMitornot receive uom any one dc^positor any sum qi^.jiiin^ 
S/"irtihe exceeding fifty pounds m the whole, diurii])g,^']^e 
year, nor year from the twentieth day of Novemb^f,, (Hie 



iiSe whole, tbousaud eight hundred and twenty-four^ or ej^- 
excinsive of cccding thirty pounds in the whole, exclusiye of 
interest. interest, in any one year afterwards ending on ,t|ie 
twentieth day of November, nor to receive from 
any depositor any sum or 43ums of money if:ba^yer 
wmch shall make the sum to which such depositor 
shall be entitied exceed the sum of two hundred 
pounds in the whole, exclusive of interest. (sect,,^l.) 

Deposits may be withdrawn and replaced in the 
«ame or other savings bank. 

may w^^'^-" Where a depositor shall have subscribed tmeh 
draw the aumsy he may withdraw' such sum, or «ny part 
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AS^rebf ; out of andironi such savings bank, and svms, amd 
a^ ddj[k)ini'm the same savings bank the same or f^^t^^ 
luay othi^'Mim or snms not exceeding the several or any other 
atooif^ti aforesaid, at any time during the course of ^tun tht 
every sracfa year respectively^ so nevertheless that *^"^*"* 
sdblr dilbiiiitor shall not at the end of any such 
im * Wy one time in the course of a^ one 
soch'ye&r, be possessed of or entitled in the whole 
to Ikiofey exclusive of interest, than the several 
sobiB by'iihis a<it allowed to be received from such 
depositor' ^t the end of such year. (sect. 22.) 

Any debdsitor in a savines bank may withdraw Ormay re- 
ftom ^Ch^vings bank thi whole of bis or her fame' Hi V 
deposits at any one time (but not in parts or^^^^^j^'"^**'^* 
shares), for the purpose of investing the same in 
any other savings bank ; and in such case the trustees 
and managers of any such savings bank, from which 
such deposit is intended to ^e withdrawn, or any 
two or more of them, are required to graiit to any 
such depositor, a certificate under the hands of 
such two or three trustees and managers respect- * 
ively, attested by the secretary or actuary of such 
savings bank, and such depositor is also to sub-^ 
scribe his or her own name to such certificate in 
^e presence of one or more of the said trustees and 
managers, and such certificate is to state iJbe whole 
i^bunt of the deposit of such depositor • in such 
s&Vings bank, and to be in the form directed or 
ipproved of by the commissioners for the reduc- 
tion of the national debt, or their officer ; and jupon 
the production of such certificate, to the trustees 
and managers of the savings bank, into which such 
deposit is intended to be removed, the person 
applying is required to endorse his or her name on 
^e back of such certificate in the presence of one 
or more of the trustees and managers of suoh 
savings bank, and such indorsement is to be ' at- 
tested by one of such trustees and managers; and 
if such trustee or trustees, and manager or managers 
be satisfied that such certificate is authentic, and 
that no abuse is intended thereby, the trustees and 
managers of such savings bank may receive thA 



ttun^'Spodifiad m such • -certifiiMtte^ -MidjiplaetfiMlbe 
same to tlie:aocoiint of the persoitrtb€tiefiii'4esonM 
in the /bi^ks of such sayings baik ; ^psoTiiMjitet 
lureriou^to such investmeaty-aJik^ijdeolaiBliiMk kt 
nade hf the'peBsoa applying to make antiifdcpoiil, 
as i»3requiifsd in other cases of making; 4efDsil»nB 
sayinas'bankst and such person will faai otdndeiri 
Mi'.alL.i^especta as an original 8iteooibabf>t0-«M 
aanrings bank, and liable to all such<inid6svtK|;v^ 
tiooa, Mid restrictions as any owiginai Bubscnbefi'to 
such banky-as to the amount to be i a db o esibed/ia 
any subsequent year, and as to the ftotal,aiftola)t 
-oMoviied to he deposited l^ sudi 'iMibMiber. 
(sect.^a.) 






i . r .J)epani$ of persons dying, . 

Tenons d3F- 'In 'cfeuic It depotiitor in a sittings bank die, leaving 
mJrefhiS* any slim iff thfe sftid funds/ >or *iny dividends' or 
M^,ifhi> \nhsr€i^i '4tfe 4faenkm 'belonffinG: t6 him, exceedhis 

whole effects , ..,^, ^ ,m^*i^-» -^i.^ •. •» j. 

are nnderso;. twenty* p(mifds/ the same" is only to be paid upm 
t"yon'5m?-"' F«^k*«^' W* adttlnistrrttion ; and where the vrhole 
filtration. cfstAle of'iefFects M^ Attv such deceased depd^itor 
are undei*'iOhe* vldue or fifty pounds sterlinj^; tib 
stamp- duty '{[^ chargeable iberetfn, nor upon atty 
legacy or residue or part itfaereof bequeathed; ikpt 
upon any lihare -or part' iif this estate ot ^WefbUs 
to 'be paid or distributed l^y or under such |Mt>^ 
or letters of administration ■: the person cii^2ttg 
such probate or letters of anl ministration free of 
stamp duty under this act, to exhibit to the court 
a oertificsrte of the amount and value of the share 
and interest which the deceased depositor had- 'in 
the funds of the said institution :; wbieh -certificale 
is to be granted in the form settled by the ndes 
or bye-laws of the institvlions vespectrvely.* (67 
Geo. III. C.130. s.^&) »♦ ' I 

And the administration., 'bond, and affidttvitt, 
receipts, drafts, orders, appointments of ageotSy'^md 
otiier documents are exempted 4rom stamp du^wt. 
(1 Geo. IV. c. 83. s. 16.) 

iJrbe ^Id^' ^^ ^°y depositor in the fmids 'die, leaving a Mm 
eo er ^f jj^^j^^y jn ^^ ^^ 8aYiii|^s bank^iwHioh, mfth die 
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w il LiiJt ^'^feieDn»jidMdl' not exeeed ti»idMi v^hole so/., and he 
tmtot^'i^iiBdsjithe^ trastees or managefftof «aoh ^^^ l^*^*"^* 
ia^thlihiiirf'Mfe aitliortzed, if no will be fifOyed^ or may bedi. 
«b lBtten»iof>ia<kiiilU8tration be taken oat(:>WTthin co^fnrw 
nfpq^nfckv months after the death, oft this ^P^ {^^'jnlTita^ 
■it«tiH<tfri|>ay -tike eame according to the 'rules oftion,&c. 
Ilhe^iii8titoti«i i • and in the erent of thtee being- no 
infos «iad0iini'<thal briialf, then they 'toiti^. «pay and 
difotei the*baine to- and lamongst the person <ir per- 
nm^i^Mtiided to "the effects o^ the deoeaised iwles^ 
ftithyidacedofdm^ to the statute of distrabnlaons. 
<6SS/GieoUI'n. e.' 130. s. 24.) • ' ^ 

>i.Aaidi<the trustees and managers of any savitags l^rnstees 
bank may pay any sum of money not exceeding ^y^gfms u^;- 
in. the whole twenty pounds, exclusive of interest J*"" ^^^»^ 
thereon, whiobany depositor in the funds shall die after decease 
possessed of or entitled to at.any^time after the ®' <*ep«8*«or- 
decease pf any ,i»uch depositor^ in c^/ie such trustees 
b^,sati3fied that no wiU.was,made a«d.Jkft by such 
^^ased depositor,- and Ahat no. Wtl»9Pi«C. A^minis- 
Ipc^tion will be taken out of the. g<KMM. ana ohaAtels 
,o{ .such. depositor.; and jsuch. payment 4Nf ^ 'be made 
to suchf person as such trustees 4Kre byi^ihe said act 
/^ftfaie fifty*se,ventk year of his late Majesty's. reign 
i^uthfHn;ied to make payment, if no will, he pcoyed 
jHx;.j^>i letter of. administration taken out within, six 
^}^n4ar months after the death of such depositor. 
^,^eo. ly. x:. 62. «. 18.) 

^^^, .. Accumulaticms an DepoMiis. ,. ,. 

11 '. Ifi all cases where the joint stock or ptxiperty Trustees 
of >thi^ depositors in any savings bank in Bogland, ralMfOT^tle 
«Hiy ihave be€fn or may be increased by any change ?**p^^®' 
Hof tstodk, or by any increased rate of interest paid sto^ or pro- 
iwr to be paid on any debeutures or receipts, be- P^'^y* 
yond the rate of interest psn^able to the depositors 
iby"4h€f original rules and regalations of such 
wrings bank, or by any other means, the trustees 
•mty* make such rules for the disposal of any in- 
creased stock or property belonging to any such 
•avingsbank to and amongst the depositors therein, 
•firther by way of an increase of interest b«^o\vi\&kfe 
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rate of interest originally stipulated t» M paid to 
such depositors, or by way of bonus or increase 
of capital to the sums deposited by them tesp^t- 
ively, or by both such means as the trustees and 
managers of such savings bank, or the major' part 
of them, at any general meeting to be duly con- 
vened according to the rules of such savings-bank, 
shall from time to time think fit and proper; and 
such trustees and manager^, or the major 'part of 
them, from time to time at any other general meet- 
ing so duly convened, may revoke, annuj, alter, or 
make void any such rules, and make any other 
rules relating thereto, as they shall think proper. 
(1 Geo. IV. c. 83. s. 13.) 
Surplus But the trustees of any savings banks cannot 

be mad?un- ^^^P^^e of any increased stock or property to and 
til after ten amougst the dcpositors therein, until after the ex- 
years. piratiou of ten years from the date of the first 

institution or establishment of any such savings 
banks respectively ; and no further application or 
disposition of such increased stock or property can 
be made, until after the expiration of ten years 
next after the time when any previous application 
One-half to was made ; and before any such application or 
t^Ifii^S'd^' disposition shall take place, one half part at least 
ticiencies. of the amouut of such increased stock or property 
is to be set apart for the purpose of meeting any 
deficiency which at any time may arise and whicm 
may require to be provided for ; and no such ap- 
plication or distribution shall at any time take 
place, unless notice of the intention of the making 
ibirty dayt ^^^^ application or division be given to the com- 
uoticc pre. missioners for the reduction of Uie national debt, 
du^bution. thirty days previous to the making such pipplication 
or division, stating in such notice the amount in- 
tended to be applied or distributed ; and such no- 
tice to be given in writing, signed by not less thaa 
five of th^ trustees or managers of the sayings bank^ 
with respect to which such application or division 
is intended to be made. (5 Geo. IV. c.62* s. 11.) . 
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xJHq person^ who shall have made any deposit in Persons uot 
or, any subscription to, or who shall be entitled to i^to"two'**** 
any : benefit from the funds of any savings bank, banki . 
is allowed to make any deposit in or to subscribe 
any sum into the funds of any other savings bank ; 
and every person desirous of making any deposit Depositor to 
in or. any subscription to any savings bank, shall, Sfon at*^V 
at such time or times as such depositor shall be time of mak- 
required so to do by the trustees or managers, sign deposu! 
a declaration in such form as shall be directed or ap- 
proved of by the commissioners for the reduction 
of the national debt, or their proper officer, that 
the person or persons, on whose behalf any such 
first deposit or subscription shall be required to be 
made, is not or are not entitled to any deposit or 
subscription in, or any benefit from, the funds of 
any savings bank, other Uian that in which such 
deposit or subscription shall be made ; and in case a persun 
any such declaration be not true, or if any person Sfse^SfcUni. 
at^Htny time have or hold or be possessed of any tion, or hay. 
deposit or funds in more than one savings bank jn^two sav. 
within the united kingdom, every such person for- »n^» !>a>J«» 
feits and loses all right and title to any deposit in posft! 
or to any funds of any and every such savings 
bank, and the managers and trustees of such sa- 
vings bank are required in such case to dose the 
ac^unt of such depositor, and to cause the sum 
or sums so forfeited to be forthwith paid into the 
bank of England to the account of the commis- 
sioners for the rednction of the national debt, 
standing in the books of the governor and comoany 
of the said banks respectively, under the title of 
'^ the account of the commissioners for applying 
certain sums of money annually to the reduction of 
the! national debt ; and the cashiers of the said Kover-- 
nor and company are required to receive all such 
HttiBB, and to place the same to the said account, 
to be applied in like manner as all other money DecUratiou 
placed to the said account ; and every such de- to be filed 
claration so made is to be filed and kept and pre- teU^' 
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servod by thtf trustees of e^fy such- 8aVWg^%lihk'^^| 
aiHi'%"}M^ioted notice of such regoiadoii aifA*'liftH'^^ 
hibition is •to be affixed in the bffite'^T iMttfie^'' 
aptoiMiited fM- the receivhig of deiMSil^' iW^Wjfll' 
sarwgs bank., (sect. 26.) -'^ .Ua.i:)^ft . 

PMymemU that have been made under vn^MMMt'^^' 
. prohaUi or admiuistratimui '''' r'-*yi\^,\ 

Paymei/its finder probates of wiHsand idminis-^^^ 

trations, although afterwards repeaFedT/' shall be,: 

valid as re^^aids the society. (37 6eou'Hlt!'c.li3i6." 
8.585.) ■ ^ ^r . : ^ ,f:.n: 

And to apparent next of kfh: '' '"' * 

Payment to Whenever any trustees or managers of any sa- 
pearing en- viugs bank shall, at any time after the expiration 
tiued accord- of SIX moi^ths after the decease of any depositor, 

ing testa- i ' ' • .^^^^'^fW. .J J c I 

tnteofdM- baye paiff c\pc^ ^mde^ any sum ot money, not 
daSSl^iul" expending, tj^.i^qly poundsf, to or wiongBt any per^ 
son or.pef^^'s .]9rhp shalU at the tiqie of such pay- 
mi^nt, .apfyeu;/.tQ such trustees ox jpaaitfigers toJbe.^ 
ei^titled^fp ,tne.,eflfiects 4>f isgay deceased intestate* 
depp^tor^ q,cf^rding to the.statuJte of distributuHii^i. 
the piayment of any such ..sum jor. sums of money,! 
is. declared valid ac^d ..effectual .with x;^speci^,. to: 
any demand of any other ^p^efson or lotsxeam as Atx^i' 
QiTkin. to such deceased mtestate depositofM <WriiSj- 
th^^Jawful representative or representatives of. such i' 
depositor.^ jagainst iSf^ funds pf such savings banker 
or agoiQst the treasurer or trustees or . manageg \ 
Next of kin, th^r.epf ; but such next of kin or xepresentativKA. 
Mgjinsubeni. ^^^ ^^ h&\e remedy for such money so pai4. «» 
aforesaid 9 against the person or persons wncAball 
have re^ceived the same. (1 Geo. IV. a.^,s« 17#)>.i 
Payment* ^Thenever any trustees or mani^gers j(^.,atty)i' 
made to per. saviiigs bank at any time ^fter the decease of jIuiy d^< 
ing'to^e^"'^' positor have paid and divided any such sumi)f.«aonii 
n«3ct of kin ney not ^exceeding twenty pounds, {see p. 90*) UllfAt t 
a>rekctaai. amougst any person or persons who at thf^ U^i^joCit 
suc)i payment appeared .to.such trustees «r upLanagfunki 
to be entitled to the effects of iftny4ecei|^i9fl iptesni* 
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tetc^f4^po§itor».9iscprcUii9 to the staluia of .^« 
tril^oi^ or afi^rding to the rules and regidatioiia 
^^ Affkf ^^^ Wffriiigs bank, the payment o^vrany- 
saGl|||«»UAi or.smn^of money is declared .yalid>««4: 
eflbctualy with respect to any demand of ,aay otiwr 
person or persons as next of kin to such deceased 
inteiMAvdepositpr, or as the lawful representtfliive 
or representatiyes- of such depositor, against the 
funds of, sw^ savings bank, or against the tre»* 
surers pr .truces or managers thereof; but nevec- 
thelf»^ siich; iiiext qf kin or representatives are to Remedy 
have remedy for such money so paid as aforesaid plJiong**- - 
against the person or persons who have received cciviug the 
the same. (6 Geo. IV. c. 62. s. 19.) '"^^'y* 

ACCOUNTS. 

The trustees or managers of any savings banks Saving to 
are annually to cause a general statettieilt of the Jj^S^"** 
funds of such savings bank to be jHrepaJred, up to andtmn^ 
the twentieth day of November in - ^ach year, Jimmu-^ 
lowing the balance or prhicipal sum due tb'ell the «tonc"- 
depositors collectively in such lAvings bank, and 
stating in whose hands such balance then remains, 
and' attested by two managers or two trustees, or 
by one manager and one trustee, and countersigned 
by tlie secretary or actuary, and all such sLnnual. 
statements are to be transmitted to the office ot 
the said commissioners for the reduction of the' 
national debt, as the case may be, within thirty 
days-next after the twentieth d«y of November in, 
each year; and in case the trustees of any such commiwion. 
savings banks shiil neglect or refuse to make out en may 
and tran«nit such account as aforesaid, or shall at acconnu ' 
any time neglect or refuse to obey any orders or ^{4*^^^^' 
directions given by the said commissioners, or their transmit ae- 
oflkJer, the commi«ioners may close the account of ^"^ 
the trustees, and discontinue the keeping any 
further account with them, and direct that no 
further sum shall be received at the bank of £ng- 
laitdr ' from the trustees of such savings bank, to 
the aiccount of the said commissioners, until such 
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time as such commissioners think fit; the 'said 
commissioners may re-open such accouBt, and 
allow the growing interest during the time of such 
discontinuance, and authorize the receipt of money 
at the bank of England whenever such commis- 
sioners think fit so to do. (5 Greo. IV. c. 62. s. 29.) 
A duplicate The trustecs or managers of eyery such saving^ 
cotim to'^be bank to cause a duplicate of every such annual 
th?office *" statement, attested and countersigned as aforesaid, 
where depo- to be publicly affixed and exhibited in some 
made^ couspicuous part of the office or place where the 
deposits are usually received, for the information of 
all persons making deposits therein ; and every 
such duplicate is to remain so affixed and exhibited 
until the ensuing annual statement in like manner 
be affixed and exhibited as aforesaid, (sect. 30.) 
Interest to For the purpose of rendering the accounts of 
t^^awhSay* the several savings banks uniform and correspon- 
andsoth dent with the accounts of the commissioners for 
November, ^^le reduction of the national debt, it is enacted^ 
that the interest or dividends due to each depositor 
in each savings bank sh&ll be computed half-yearly 
to the twentieth d&y of May and the twentieth day 
of November, or yearly to the twentieth day of 
November in each year, or up to such period 
nearest to such twentieth day of May or twentieth 
day of November, as such interest may be payBble', 
according to the rules or regulations of such sav- 
ings banks respectively, and to no other periods, 
(sect. 31) 
Accounts to . The following accounts are to be prepared by 
JJjPj^P*^j^» the said commissioners, and annually laid before 
laid before both houses of parliament, on or before the twenly- 
bylommb- 6^^ day of March in every year, if psurliament be 
!h*red *^i ''^^^^^S > *"^ *f parliament be not sitting, tlifen 
ofthe nation" within fourteen days after the commencemelit of 
ai debt. ^^ ^^^ q^^|. gession of parliament ; that is to s&y, 
accounts made up to the twentieth day of Novem- 
ber then next preceding of the gross amount of 
all sums received and credited, and of all i^niAA 
paid from the time of the passing of the act of 
the fifty-seventh year of his late Majesty's reign, 
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for -the encoaraging the estahlishment of banks 
ft^F'Sayhigs in England, up to such twentieth day 
of NoTember, by the said commissioners, on 
acoount of the trustees of the several sayings 
banks in England, and also on account of any 
frieiidly societies in England respectively, and of 
the. gross amount of all sums, stocks, funds, and 
annuities, standing in the names of such commis- 
sioners on the twentieth day of November, on 
account of any such saving's banks or friendly 
societies respectively, and the sums paid for the 
purchase of such stocks, funds, or securities, and 
the gross amount of interest or dividends received 
thereon by the said commissioners, and the gross 
amount oi interest paid by such commissioners up 
to such twentieth day of r^ovember on all deben- 
tures or receipts issued to the trustees of any such 
savings banks or friendly societies, (sect. 32.) 

ArhitratUm. 

Where provision b made by one or more of the Award to be 
general rules, orders, or regulations of any savings fe^Qc« to' 
banks, and filed as herein-before required, for a arbitration. 
reference by arbitration of any matter in dispute 
between any such institution, or any person or 

Seraons acting under them, and any individual 
epositor therein, or any executor, administrator, 
next of kin, or creditor of any deceased depositor, 
or any person claiming to be such executor, ad- 
ministrator, next of kin, or creditor, theu and in 
every such case the matter so in dispute is to be 
referred to such arbitrator or arbitrators as shall 
have been named according to the general rules, 
orders, or regulations of such institution ; an3 
irhatever award, order, or determination shall be 
m^e, according to the true purport and meaning 
of. the rules, orders, and regulations of such insti- 
tfition^ is to be binding and conclusive on all 
polli^esi widiout any appeal. (57 Geo. III. c. 130. 
8^.27.) 
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Forms of Instruments. 

Forms to b« All receipts, orders, certificates, indorsements, ac- 
by^m^Jf counts, returns, or instruments whfiltsoever, required 
sk>nen. for carrying ihe acts into execution, are to be made 
in such form and manner, and containing such 
particulars, and under such regulations as shall 
from time to time be directed or required, or ap- 
proved of by the commissioners for the reduction 
of the national debt, or their ofBcer or officers. 
(5 Geo. IV. c. 62. s. 38.) 

Exemptions from Stamp Duties. 

No power, warrant, or letter of attorney granted 
by any trustee or trustees of a savings bank, for 
the transfer of any share or shares in the public 
stocks or funds standing in the name or names of 
such trustee or trustees ; nor any power, warrant, 
or letter of attorney given by any depositor or de- 
positors in the funds of such institution to any 
other person or persons, nor any receipts given for 
any dividend or dividends in any public stock or 
fund, or interest of exchequer bills; nor any re- 
ceipt, nor any entry in any book of receipt for 
money deposited in the funds of any such insti- 
tution, nor for any money received by any deposi- 
tor, his or her executors or administrators, assigns 
or attomies, from the funds of such institution, are 
subject or liable to or charged with any stamp 
duty or duties whatsoever. (57 Geo. III. c. 130. 
8. 26.) 

No arbitration bond, or bond of reference, nor 
any award, order, or determination of any arbitra- 
tor or arbitrators, or umpire made under the general 
rules, orders, or regulations of any institution, duly 
filed, and whicb^ward, order, or determination 
are, by the act 57 Geo. III., declared to be final 
without appeal, are subject or liable to or chiLrffed 
with any stamp duty or duties whatever. (58 G. ill. 
c. 48. 8« 18.) A'nd see ante, pp. 65. 70. 91. 
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SXTAACTS FROM THE MIKUTE8 OF EVIDENCE BEFORE A SELECT COM* 
MITTBE OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS IN 1895, ON THE LAWS OP 
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 



THOMAS PEKEGRINE COUHTENAY, ESQ. 

In the chair. , 

I . n I ; i i - t>.i ii ; 

Bth March, 1035. . 

The Rev, J, T. Becker ^ called in, and examined ; — 

You are a clergyman and magistrate at Southwell, 
in the county o^ Nottingham ? — I am a prebendary of 
Southwell, and haye been for about twenty-three years, 
an . acting magistrate for the county of Nottingham, and 
^Qir the liberty of Southwell ; I have been chairman 
of the quarter sessions of Newark and at Southwell 
ifpr about sixteen. 

. ., Have you paid particular attention to the< subject of 
'friendly societies ? — I have. 

You are aware, that this committee is formed with a 
Tiew to considering the law regarding friendly societies ; 
will YOU haye the goodness to state to the committee in 
^i|i^, first place, any obseryation that you wish to make 
,iipon.!t;hat subject? — In consequence of the nnmerous 
'.'Pfj^l^plaints by the members of friendly societies, and the 
, ,^^ds and miscalculations which appeared almost uni- 
:,^ftij^ly to preyail, I directed my attention to this sub- 
'jfi|t. . X found that Baron Maseres had, in 1772^ calcu- 
lated tables of annuities for the poor, chargeable upon the 
several parishes, at the rate of three \iet c%ivt«\ xSdaX Vao^ 
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1773 a bill granting such annuities passed the commons, 
but was rejected in the lords ; that in 17B9 the same 
subject was revived in the house of conmions, when tables 
were calculated by Dr. Price, combining allowances in 
sickness with annuities in old age, the allowances in sick- 
ness to cease at the age of sixty-five, and the annuities to 
commence at that age, with an additional annuity after 
the age of seventy. These tables are published by Mr. 
Morgan, in the late editions of Dr. Price's work on rever- 
sionary payments, as well as in the report of the committee 
upon the poor laws in the year 1817 ; the calculations 
proceed by an annual graduation for the annuities and 
by a decennial graduation for sickness, which appeared to 
me to multiply the number of figures, and to involve the 
question in an obscurity which the poor were not likely 
to comprehend. I therefore endeavoured to simplify 
those tables, and for that purpose the rate of sickness 
has been stated higher than that adopted by Dr. Price. 
* The calculations for the annuities are made at the rate of 
four per cent, assuming, from the privilege of investment 
in the bank of England, that the excess of interest above 
four per cent., paid by the bank of England to such 
institutions, would be more than adequate to discharge 
the expenses of management, and estimating generally, 
that a reservation should be made of not less than ten 
per cent, and amounting upon the whole to fifteen per 
cent, or more. The tables on sickness are also calculated 
at the rate of four per cent ; but the payments on death, 
which I also thought it advisable to combine with the 
two preceding assurances, are calculated at three per 
cent. The consequence of which arrangement is, that if 
the value of life has improved of late years, and the 
annuities should consequently demand a higher rate of 
premium, the same improvement of life will operate so 
as to reduce the value of the assurances on death, and 
consequently any little error in the tables will be recti- 
fied, ajid reduced almost to nothing. In addition to this, 
instead of adopting an annual graduation, we have taken 
a quinquennial graduation for every assurance except 
the annuities after sixty, which, W the rapid advance of 
the terms^ did not seem adopted for such a scale. The 
general opinion of the honorary members was, that the 
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poor Would prefer the annuities at seventy, which are 
those usually granted hy friendly cluhs, but we have not 
made one assurance for any annuity after seventy. Thi§ 
ilidttstrkMis classes appear to think this period of life too 
late ; the annuities combined with sickness are restricted 
to iike age of sixty-five, since that may be chosen as the 
period at which support in old age becomes necessary ; 
and the period of sixty was selected as the earliest period 
of life^ at which an assurance against the natural decline 
of strength should be granted to the industrious classes, 
lest, by enabling them to effect assurances so as to be- 
come independent at an earlier period, we shouldmilita te • 
agunst their personal exertion, and the continuance of 
their industry for the benefit of themselves and the 
country. 

The tables which you allude to have been formed for 
a society in Southwell ? — £xactly so. 

Are the tables those that are contained in this pam- 
phlet ? — The tables are those contained in that pamphlet ; 
and the rules therein contained have been found fully 
adequate to their object, and every statement in that 
pamphlet has been made upon very minute examination. 

What pamphlet is that? — a pamphlet written by 
mjrself, on the legal and scientific constitution of friendly 
societies. 

How long as the Southwell society been formed ? -*- 
Two years last February. 

Then you have not, at present, the means of ascertain-* 
ing how lar your tables are accurate ? — -They haVe been ex- 
amined and fully approved by Mr. Morgan and Mr. Frend ; 
they are calculated on the same principle as the tables of 
the Equitable Insurance Office, and they possess a further 
advantage by their quinquennial scale, as well as by 
taking the value of each assurance for any year, at the 
rate demandable for a person one year older than the age 
at which the rate is fixed ; thus, we charge as the sums 
due by a person aged twenty-four and under twenty-five, 
the sum strictly due by a person aged twenty-five. This 
observation applies to our assurances for annuities and 
deadi. Respecting sickness, I have deduced my inform- 
ation from tiie investigation of several societies, whose 
rates of assurance and the state of whose fumk I now 
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submit. I have likewise cakndated, that the fliekneitof 
human life being the general cause of mortality^ is in a 
great degree commensurate with that mortality ; it b llie 
relation necessarily subsisting between cause and e§&et, 
I have ascertained the rate of sickness proposed by Dr. 
Price, which I now exhibit, and upon wnich a ooBsider*- 
able advance has been made in the Southwell tables. 
Since the publication of those tables, the Scotch Hig^-> 
land Society have issued a report, calculated upon more 
than one hundred thousand members of friendly societies^ 
and the rates of sickness which we have adopted are 
considerably higher than those deduced' from tius report 
made by that.societv. 

In making that alteration as to the rate of assurance, 
had you any reference to the particular district in which 
you Hve, or to the employments in which the people are 
engaged ? — Our district is strictly an agricultuiul district; 
as the visitor of forty-nine parishes round Southwell, I 
can state no part of it lies in the manufiEUiturin^ district 
of our county. I conceived the regulation of friendly 
societies to be a question that must necessarily cmne 
before the public ; it had been twice before the house of 
commons, and approved ; it had been strongly recom- 
mended by Mr. Pitt, in his speech upon the poor laws, 
and mentioned both in his reply to Mr. Whitbread, as 
well as in the statement of his own sentiments for bettering 
the condition of the poor ; and it was regretted by Sir 
Frederick Eden, that no competent person would under- 
take the labour of framing complete calculations, there 
fore I sat down to undertake this duty. 

You say that you satisfied yourself of the~ accuracy of 
Dr. Price's calculations, by investigating the accounts 
of several societies ; do you mean to say, that those 
societies have kept accurate accounts of the average 
quantity of sickness among members of a certain age ? 
— I mean to say, that I can produce accurate accounts 
of the Castle Eden society, and of a society kept for 
thirty years at Southwell ; and with regard to the other 
societies, I have collected information from a great 
number ; in fact, concerning every one that has vested 
money in the bank of England ; however, I have found 
vaj few solvent societies. 
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. }I^V€ you met with any society that has kept accurate 
accounts of the sickness occurring at different periods of 
]jt» J'-^-Not of sickness at different periods of life, but of 
laD^ral sickness. 

K What data have you for what you call the true tables? 
^IH^e have at Southwell, the highest scale of assurance 
qgnjnst tickuess ; on authentic record, Dr. Price, in his 
6f^ Fprqjecty (voL I. page 150, of the seventh edition,) 
tSi^i the age of one hundred members at thirty-six yeais 
upoa.ap average, and computes the sickness of forty- 
aine wft^kfi iu every year, or at one permanently sick in 
every hiwidf.ed and six members. In the tables prepared 
for Parliament, with his characteristic caution, (vol* II, 
page 475,) he estimates the sick members under the age 
of thirty-two, at a forty-eighth part of the whole, or 
aomewhsit more than two in a hundred, adding this im- 
portant observation, ** various reasons, and particularly 
the experience of friendly clubs, determined me to 
believe, that the proportion of the sick to the well in 
such a society, will not be so great as. this, and conse- 
quently, that the weekly allowance .during sickness, will 
be more than supported by weekly contributions, not 
exceeding a forty -eighth part of that allowance," The 
SouUiwell tables calculate the number of sick members 
under the age of twenty-five at one in 46,22 ; from the 
age of twenty-five to thirty at one in 37,B1 ; from thirty 
to^ forty at one in 32 ; . and from forty to fifty at one in 
27,73 : which proportions, common observation will 
convince us, exceed the ordinary proportions of sickness 
prevailing around us; indeed, the health of the members 
in Southwell institution has, during the short period of 
our existence, been so favourable, and the judgment of 
the surgeon so satisfactory, that although several have 
entitled themselves to an immediate allowance in sickneiv, 
we have, in twenty-one months only, paid 1/. 18#. for 
assurances, and among our members not a death has 
occufred." 

IjLohv many members have you ? — One hundred and 
forty members. '' In the Castle Eden friendly society, 
in the county of Durham, the average numbers duriug 
thirty years, ended on 31st December, 1823, was 178, 
and the average proportion of permaaent sick, 1 in 

G 
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lOOy 1 ; and in the friendly society, held at the Crown 
Inn, in Southwell, the average number of members for 
twenty-nine years, ended on 31st December, 1823, wa^ 
67, 4 ; and the permanent sick, 1 in 135, 8. 

What do you mean by the permanent sick ? — By the 
permanent sick, I mean, that, if the society consisted of 
fifty- two members, and every member was to experience 
annually one week of sickness, it would be equal to the 
proportion of one member permanently sick. In the 
friendly society at Louth, in Lincolnshire, the average 
number of members, for eight years, ended on the 31st 
December, 1822, was 71, 1 ; and for nine years ended 
on 31st December, 1823, 74,5. During the former 
period, the proportion of permanent sick was only one in 
163,5; and, during the latter, in 127,4. The Castle 
£den society was founded, in 1793, by Rowland Bur- 
don, Esq. and his steward, Mr. Michael Scarth. The 
calculations for the contributions, &c. were formed upon 
Dr. Price's tables, making them, however, more in favour 
of old than young members. 

Have you ever ascertained the rate of mortality in 
your own district, and in those to which you have al- 
luded? — Several years since, with Sir Richard Sutton, 
I was concerned in taking, for the Agricultural Society, 
the rate of deaths throughout the district ; it is published 
in the Nottinghamshire report. We found the rate of 
deaths there proved to be about one in forty-six ; but I 
have no reason to believe, that any greater approach to 
accuracy can or need be made than what is made by the 
Northampton tables. 

Vou mention Dr. Price's calculations, with respect to 
sickness ; did Dr. Price proceed upon any data what- 
ever? — Yes; whatever is the cause of mortality, must 
bear a proportion to mortality itself. 

Do you conceive that the average quantity of sickness, 
at different ages, incretises as the value of life diminishes ? 
— I do, most decidedly ; if there is any authenticity in 
the returns attached to the report of the Scotch Highland 
committee, these will confirm it. 

You think, that as a man advances in life, he is more 
liable to sickness? — Undoubtedly he is, both in its fre-> 
qumcy and in iti duration. 
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Are you acquainted with that table [a table of the law 
of sickness, framed by the Highland Society of ^Icotlandl ? 
I am acquainted with the Scotch tables ; and here the 
committee will see that their progression of sickness 
begins at twenty-one, and goes on increasing until the 
age of seventy. 

Have you constructed a table in that form, corres- 
ponding with your table of the rates of payment? — I 
have not ; they took their gradations decennially, ac- 
cording to the returns made, and afterwards deduced 
from them an annual scale of calculation. I have taken 
ours quinquennially ; and, for that purposie, have made 
calculations which show the coniparative difference be- 
tween the Scotch tables and the Southwell tables. 

Can you furnish the committee with a table in quin- 
quennial periods, formed upon that table? — If I were 
to form it, the results would not accord with this, be- 
cause I adhere strictly to Mr. Morgan's tables and prin- 
ciples. I can show the committee the proportions of 
sickness that I have calculated, according to the North- 
ampton tables, which are adopted by Mr. Morgan. I 
have got a comparison of the rate of sickness with theirs, 
and I will on a future day produce it to the committee. 

Have you any experience of the abuse of friendly 
societies to purposes oi combination for raising wages ? — 
No ; I am not aware of any enrolled societies having 
been involved in any such transactions. 

Your acquaintance is chiefly with agricultural friendly 
societies? — I am acquainted with societies of every de- 
scription, and very much with Nottingham. 

Are you acquainted with friendly societies in the town 
of Nottingham ? — Not particularly with their practices 
and habits ; but I know there are artificers' clubs for 
obtaining an advance of wages; but I do not know, 
and neither could Mr. Rose discover any enrolled society 
that had applied its funds for the purposes of combina- 
tion. 

You are a chairman of the quarter sessions ? — I am, 
the Newark division of the county of Nottingham, and 
for the liberty of Southwell. 

Does it often happen that the rules and tables of 
friendly societies are submitted to those sessions for appro- 

G ^ 
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bation? — It has frequently occurred; we have a very 
large proportion of friendly societies in Nottinghamshire. 
Since the act of 1819 ? — That act is very little known ; 
I have understood that the rules have been, since the 
passing of that act, approved at some quarter sessions. 
At our quarter sessions, we rejected a set of rules about 
six months ago, but it was thought a hard case. 

Supposing a society to produce those tables, what is 
your course of proceeding? — I told them at once, that 
according to an act that passed in the 59th year of the 
late king, all such rules must be approved of by two 
professional actuaries or persons skilled in calculation ; 
but how to define who is an actuary exceeded my power. 
I know Baron Maseres to have taken a high wrangler's 
degree at Cambridge ; Dr. Price was educated as a ma- 
thematician ; Mr. Morgan was, I believe, educated by 
Dr. Price, and is one of our most profound and expe- 
rienced mathematicians ; Mr. Frend took a high wran- 
gler's degree at Cambridge ; therefore I applied to Mr. 
Morgan and Mr. Frend, as mathematicians of known 
eminence. However a man may be denominated by any 
company or by himself an actuary, I do not regard him 
as such in the sense of the act, unless he possesses that 
mathematical knowledge which enables him to make 
such calculations algebraically as well as arithmetically, 
and to deduce them from primary principles. 

In point of fact, has it come to your knowledge, as 
chairman of the sessions, that calculations have been 
produced there made by improper people ? — We know 
that they are often framed by people who, if you were 
to ask tbem to solve a question in fluxion or in algebra, 
would be quite incompetent to do it. 

Do you oblige them to employ counsel? — Either 
counsel or attornies, I do not believe they ever charged 
them any thing. 

Have the quarter sessions in Nottinghamshire dele- 
gated any power under the act to the petty sessions ? — 
Tbey have not. 

Can you inform the committee what you think are the 
general imperfections of the present friendly societies ? 
>— The general imperfections of friendly clubs, as far as 
k measure of public policy, seem to me, diat being held 
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at alehouses, they lead to habits of idleness and intoxi- 
cation ; that the funds being managed exclusively by the 
members who are necessarily interested, great frauds and 
injustice frequently prevail ; that their ignorance re- 
specting the principle of compound interest and the mode 
of investing their funds, prevents their availing themselves 
of the pecuniary opportunities presented ; that the cal- 
culations are in almost every instance erroneous ; indeed, 
on enquiring concerning every society which has invested 
any portion of its capital in the bank of England, I 
found that several have declared themselves insolvent, 
and concerted arrangements to prevent a total failure ; 
and I scarcely find any which, in my estimation, were 
completely solvent, that is competent to satisfy the de- 
mands upon its funds; being held at public houses, 
males and females do not possess equal opportunities of 
assuring these advantages. That the principal distinction 
between such societies and the Southwell friendly insti- 
tution is this : it is managed by trustees and directors, 
who are completely disinterested ; it admits both sexes : 
requires no personal attendance ; comprehends all ages 
from ten to fifty fpr admission ; affords medicines as well 
as medical attendance ; and is founded, as far as the 
annuities and the payments on them are concerned, upon 
calculations, the accuracy of which appears to be uni- 
versally acknowledged ; and respecting sickness, upon 
calculations which provide a larger allowance for this 
fund than for any within my knowledge. If generalized, 
they would enable an industrious person to transfer his 
interest, which might be ascertained by a simple sum in 
multiplication, according to the tables that I have calcu- 
lated, from any part of the kingdom in which such a 
society existed to any other, so as to relieve the poor 
from the difficulty under which they now principally 
labour, that of an immediate removal in case of sickness 
^r incapacity to labour. 

Have you witnessed an extensive ill effect arising from 
«ocieties badly constituted ? — Constantly, to a very great 
extent ; fraud, dn^kenness and quarrelling to a lament- 
able extent. 

And an ill effect also upon the public? — ^VV^hatever 
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lowers the standard of morality amongst the industrious 
classes^ produces, in my judgment, an ill effect. 

Has it come within your own obseryation, that socie- 
ties, going on for a considerable period of years upon 
erroneous principles, have at last been broken up, to the 
great injury of the members, and consequently of the 
parishes to which they belong ? — Undoubtedly ; several 
instances : two in the town of Southwell, and many in 
the surrounding neighbourhood ; I have known the ma- 
gistrates decide an appeal in favour of a member, and 
the society select arbitrators of their own appointment, 
and rescind the determination of the justices. Their an- 
nual feast is usually a scene of drunkenness and disorder. 

Do not you think that many of the illusive schemes 
which have been put forth, may be attributed to the in- 
fluence of the alehouse-keepers, who have been actuated 
by a desire of getting those people to their house ? — The 
evil arises in two ways ; first, they wish to hold out in- 
.ducements to establish this club at an alehouse, and then 
they endeavour to increase the members by lowering the 
terms ; so that by abandoning the principle they obtain 
their purpose. 

9th March, 1825, further examined ; — 

Have you found that the establishment of the friendly 
society at Southwell has improved the condition of 
the poor, or enabled you to administer the poor laws 
more satisfactorily? — I consider the friendly society 
which .has been instituted at Southwell, and all other 
similar societies, merely as an instrument for restoring 
the management of the poor to the principles exhibited 
in the acts of Elizabeth, an^d for eriabling the industrious 
members of the community to attain a* state of indepen- 
dence which is intimately connected with moral rectitude. 

In reducing the poor-rates of Southwell, it will be 
found, from the statement presented, that the net cost of 
maintaining the poor in 1821, was 2,0102.; in 1822, 
1,42U; in 1823, 589Z. ; and in 1824, 617/.; and I 
have reason to believe, that the expenses of the current 
year, ending at ladyday next, will not exceed, but rather 
fall beneath, the last amount. This reduction was 
effected partly during an advanced price of provisions. 
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and in a town situated in an agricultural district. My 
observations, however, do not apply exclusively to 
Southwell, but in a certain degree to forty-nine parishes, 
constituting the surrounding neighbourhood. The in- 
habitants of this district, perceiving the beneficial effects 
produced upon the character and conduct of the poor, 
as well as the diminution of the parochial expenditure, 
have incorporated for similar purposes ; and I, bs the 
visitor, am now effecting a reduction of their rates iipon 
similar principles. At Southwell, within the last two 
years, being the period during which the friendly society 
has existed, the deferred annuities assured, principally 
by the inferior classes, exceed the annual amount of the 
poor-rates ; and in the parish of Thurgurton^ next ad- 
joining, which is my perpetual curacy, the like annuities 
assured by persons all in the industrious walks of life, 
amount to 118/. per annum, being more than the annual 
expenditure for the maintenance of the poor. 

What number of persons have insured ? — The popu- 
lation of the parish of Thurgurton is 330 ; the number 
of members residing therein and assuring, is 16, among 
whom one only exceeds the age of 20 years. The sin- 
gle contributions paid for redeeming monthly contribu- 
tions amount to 61 Z. ; though I have referred particularly 
to annuities, I mean to imply, that the generality have 
also assured, according to the system of the Southwell 
tables, including an assurance against sickness, an an- 
nuity after the age of sixty-five, and a payment on 
death. There is a friendly club at Thurgurton on the old 
plan. 

Do you conceive, that most of those persons who are 
members of the Southwell friendly society, are persons, 
who, in sickness, or in old age, would, but for the society, 
have come to the parish for relief? — Having intention- 
ally compared the members of our friendly society with 
the depositors in our saving bank, I am enabled to state, 
that we have in our friendly institution one hundred and 
twenty-six assurances under 20/. in present value, seven- 
teen assurances above 20/. and under 50/. in present 
value, and only one exceeding in value a single payment 
of 50/. In the saving bank, out of three hundred and 
forty-three depositors, only about one-third part consists 

g4 
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of servants and labourers; but, in the friendly institution^ 
three-fourths in number are either servants or labourers, 
who, but for the society, would become chargeable to 
the parish in sickness or in old age. 

Do you mean chiefly labourers in husbandry? — Chiefly 
labourers in husbandry. 

. Then you find that the friendly societies are more 
regularly resorted to by the agricultural poor, than sa- 
ving banks ? — Far more so, as above stated ; indeed no 
exertions or recommendations of mine have ever been 
able to induce the poor to deposit their money in saving 
banks, until their circumstances had reached, what they 
imagined to be the point of probable independence. 
On the contrary, I am trustee for some females who 
could not induce their husbands to make deposits. The 
poor are restrained by an apprehension that their deposits 
would become available in the place of parochial relief, 
should they be reduced to the necessity of preferring an 
application for parochial relief. 

Would that observation apply to manufacturers also ? 
— It applies to manufacturers also. The smaller the 
income of the person, the less the disposition to make an 
investment in a saving bank. The circumstances of the 
trade in our county, and particularly in Nottingham, 
are completely different from any state of manufacturing 
concern recorded, either in ancient or modern history. 
Several of the working lace manufacturers, in conjunc- 
tion with their wives and families, are actually earning, 
by their machines and the labour of their families, 
nearly 20/. a week. I particularly inquired how they 
applied this money, and I regret to state, that few of 
them deposited it in the saving bank. It is consumed 
in a great measure in sensual indulgences. Having seen 
people of this very description, reduced by the fluctua- 
tions of trade to the most abject penury, and having 
taken an active part in colonizing at the Cape of Good 
Hope, a considerable number of our operative manu- 
facturers as the last resource, and in distributing a liberal 
voluntary subscription on another occasion, raised by the 
county, I feel very strongly the advantage that would 
arise from any institution like that now proposed, which 
might enable them to assure against the contingencies 
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y>f siclcness and death, as well as to provide a certain 
support during infirmity and old age. Having in a 
district comparatively small, assured deferred annuities 
to the amount of 1,063/. a-year; a measure of this 
sort, if adopted in Nottingham, would, very probably, 
effect in a short time insurances of deferred annuities to 
the amount of 30,000/. a-year. 

Are you acquainted with the report of the committee 
of this house on the poor laws, in 1817 ? — Perfectly ; I 
have it almost by heart. Will you allow me to say, 
that in every act respecting the management of the 
poor, I have been guided mainly by that report. 

Do you recollect the suggestion in that report, that it 
might be expedient to enable parishes to establish paro- 
chial benefit societies, supported, in a degree, by contri- 
butions from the parish ? — Perfectly. 

What is your opinion of that suggestion ? — I conceive 
that all institutions, where benevolence is the operating 
principle, are managed with more zeal and energy than 
by the mere official administration of the law ; therefore, 
in my judgment, the most eligible means of instituting 
such societies is to gain the confidence of the poor, by 
a voluntary subscription in the first instance, invested 
upon government security, supposing always the tables 
to be calculated independent of any such adventitious 
aid. Institutions, thus originated upon principles and 
feelings of benevolence, are more satisfactory both to 
the feelings of those who receive and of those who pro- 
vide relief; but I see no valid objection against en- 
couraging iustitutions of this nature, if they pervade a 
county, as is the case in Hampshire, by granting, in any 
peculiar emergency, an aid from the county rate, or in 
parish societies, from the parochial funds, under strict 
parliamentary limitations. The application of such pe- 
cuniary aid might be left to the disposal of the trustees 
and directors, either for assisting those who are unable 
to discharge their contributions, or for inducing others to 
enter into such societies, observing always, that the as- 
sistance so granted is never to be given with such spe- 
cialty as to pauperize the individual receiving it. In- 
deed, I am strongly induced to believe that parishes 



112 A1»PBNDIX. 

would not be adverse to such legislation. The parish 
of Southwell subscribes annually to the county hospital, 
which is done by several other parishes within the county^ 
and I believe in other counties. 

Do you conceive that it would be advisable that coun- 
ties or parishes should contribute to friendly societies, in 
the same way as you say has been done to county hos- 
pitals, and in such a manner as that no particular indi- 
vidual can be marked as the person receiving benefit 
from the parish ? — I conceive, that when the money is 
paid to the funds of the institution for general purposes, 
no application of the same by the trustees can amount 
to parochial relief, because it is impossible to define that 
the money given was parish money. I do not, however, 
approve of parochial contributions as a general system 
for upholding such societies ; my notion is, that the cal- 
culations of all these institutions should shew that they 
stand self-supported. The honorary subscriptions are 
excellent auxiliaries ; but if a succession of unfavourable 
occurrences should render the honorary and the ordinary 
*eontributions insufficient, it would be highly desirable 
for the better security of counties and parishes, as well 
-as for the protection of the poor, that counties and pa- 
rishes should possess the privilege of contributing ; these 
institutions should proceed upon a principle of self-sup- 
port; but they would thus possess an indisputable 
guarantee against any failure of their funds. 

Are you aware, that since the act of 1B19 passed, no 
.societies can be enrolled without tables approved by ac- 
tuaries, and that great difficulty has been experienced in 
inducing persons to become members of new societies, 
because the contribution required is greater than that to 
which they have been accustomed? — I personally, as 
■ chairman of the Newark quarter ses»ons, with the con- 
. currence of the magistrates, rejected a set of rules about 
six months since, and acquainted parties with the true 
calculations which they remsed to adopt. 

Do not you conceive then, that at least in the infancy 
of the new system, contributions of counties or parishes 
might be usefully applied ?•— I conceive pauperism to be 
the evil against which we have principally to contend ; 
every arrangement that, in feeling or in fact, removes an 
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industrious man further from that humiliating degrada- 
t^u, makes him a better and a happier member of 
society. 

Then, supposing the question to be between a man 
being thrown upon the parish directly, or in the cir- 
cuitous partial mode suggested in the last question, is 
not the latter very preferable ? — Any state of society is 
preferable to pauperism and its consequences ; I cannot, 
however, say that I have experienced the difficulty im- 
plied by this supposition. It is manifest that, in the 
statement of the expenditure in the parish of Southwell, 
the allowances were materially reduced, yet we have 
the children of several, who formerly received pay, now 
enrolled as members of this society, and not only ad- 
mitted as members, but some of them have saved money 
to redeem in part their monthly contributions. The 
transition from a dependence upon the parish to a re- 
liance upon their own resources, I have not found so 
violent as might be expected, because, when the poor 
are compelled to rest upon their personal forethought 
and exertion, they devise means of support beyond our 
knowledge, and almost beyond our comprehension. 

Do you mean, by using the expression, ** compelled 
to rest upon their own resources," that you refuse relief 
to those who do not contribute to these societies? — 
We teach the poor, that the only relief to which a 
pauper is entitled is bare subsistence. We explain -to 
them the nature of the saving bank^ and of the friendly 
institution ; we propose to take a portion of their children 
in the first instance, as recommended in the report before 
alluded to, and to diet them daily at the workhouse, 
where they are schooled and employed according to 
Mr. Locke s system, and allowed to return home in" the 
evening ; when the poor are very urgent, and deny the 
possibility of procuring employment, we grant them piece 
work, of which we always contrive to possess a staple 
supply ; by these means, and by a firm, just, and frugal 
administration of the poor laws, we revive those virtuous 
feelings and provident habits which constitute the natural 
and legal basis of independence among the laborious mem-- 
^bers of the community. 

Will you have the goodness to apply your aniwer to 
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those eases for which alone the society provides, namely, 
the cases of sickness and old age ? — It will be observed, 
that the classification here enables a person under twenty- 
live to become a member on the payment of 4«. 9d* only. 
This entitles them to 2s, weekly during sickness, bed- 
lying-pay, and to Is, per week walking-pay; to a weekly 
allowance of Is. after the age of sixty-five, and to *2l, on 
death. To prove what slender means may attain this 
object, we have amongst the children who have been 
educated at the ladies Sunday school, nearly thirty of 
both sexes, who have become members ; and recently a 
girl sent out of the workhouse has not only effected an 
insurance, but redeemed a part of it. 

Have you not, in every instance of these prosperous 
societies, formed a previous fund to which you have 
called upon the different poor to subscribe? — Honorary 
benevolence is the nucleus round which they gather. 

Do you conceive that the benefits afforded in your 
first class would keep one individual from the parish ? — 
The benefits afforded by our first class are equal to the 
general weekly allowance that we made as magistrates 
for the maintenance of ati adult individual, and they 
exceed the average rate of maintenance in our work- 
house during the iast year ; but the generality of persons 
to whom I am alluding are members of the second class 
which I recommend to them.f 

Do I understand, speaking always of single men, you 
would refiise relief tot an old man receiving 2s, from your 
society as being above the age of sixty-five? — We 
should offer him the support of the workhouse, but, to 
evidence what the poor can effect towards their own 
subsistence, in a workhouse lately established, of which 
I am the visitor, with a population of fourteen thousand 
two hundred and seventy-nine persons, and in an agri- 
cultural district, and a rental of 106,401/. we have only 
twenty-seven inmates, and not a single able-bodied 
pauper. 

Do you conceive that it would be possible to apply 



• Aimuallv, u e, twelve times the montiUj payment of 4|d.— ^Se« 

f In the aecoiui class, the pftymenta vnd «!liVmwxc«& 'vs^ ^ovs&Aft 
those in the Table, 
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the principle of mutual assurance to the maintenance of 
the families of the poor? — All calculations that I have 
made have proceeded upon the principles of Barou 
Ma^eres, Thomas Simpson, Dr. Price, and Mr. IVIorgau. 
There are no documents to be found in their writings, 
upon which to found any calculations for the mainte- 
nance of families, and I know not that any are in 
existence, unless you provide for each person as for an 
annuitant. 

Supposing sufficiently accurate tables to be ibrmed, 
should youthen think such a system advisable? — We 
take it for granted in our district, that a poor man, while 
in health, can always maintain himself, his wife, and 
four children : but I hold in my hand an instance of one 
man who brought up eleven children out of seventeen 
without parocial relief ; another who brought up thirteen 
out of seventeen ; another eleven children ; another 
eight out of fifteen ; another ten children ; another ten 
children ; another twelve ; another eight ; another ten ; 
another eight ; and another ten, all labourers ; three of 
whom reside in the parish of Thurgurton. 

What was the average rate of wages during that 
time ? — I will exemplify this by stating what took place 
at the close of last summer. At the close of last summer 
the principal occupiers in Thurgurton assembled, to fix 
the rate of wages, which they determined to be 12*. a- 
week for common effective labourers, with an opportunity 
of occasionally earning more by task work ; the excess 
arising from task work generally amounts to a seventh 
day ; so that the wages may be stated about 13«. and 
14». weekly ; our general rate in the Southwell district, 
may be stated Is, a-week beneath the wages of Thur- 
gurton. 

You influence the rate of wages by your road rate ? — 
We do ; we always, keep the highway rate up to 16^d. 
in the pound upon the annual value. 

Po you think it would be advisable for counties and 
parishes to advance money in aid of friendly societies, 
founded on secure principles ? — I think it would be of 
the highest advantage, if counties and parishes were 
allowed to advance to existing societies certain portions 
of money for the purpose of enabling them to become 
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united with institutions established upon improyed prin- 
ciples, because many of the members have been de- 
luded. The income of the clubs cannot be fulfilled, 
and the age of the members is such as to render it diffi- 
cult, if not impracticable, for them to affect an insurance 
without some such aid. 

If parishes and counties were to advance certain sums, 
might not the tables be reduced in an adequate propor- 
tion, so as to enable the poorer people to avail themselves, 
to a still further extent, of the objects the societies hold 
out, how far might these contributions go to defray the 
sums of management, and consequently the poor have 
only to pay the actual sum which Dr. Price stated as 
necessary to entitle them to the objects for which they 
insure? — I have great apprehensions respecting any 
arrangement that might directly or constructively increase 
pauperism, but I cannot discern the slightest objection 
to any contribution in aid of management ; on the con- 
traiy, I conceive that the quarter sessions or vestries 
might be empowered to vote for such purposes any sum 
not exceeding a limited rate ; and perhaps this would be 
the only way of making the land occupiers in some dis- 
tricts parties to the support of these institutions. 

In your statement you have introduced single con- 
tributions ; is that a novelty in the plan of friendly 
societies? — I conceive, that the statement of our tables 
presents several peculiarities, and one among them is, 
that a person may redeem the whole of the monthly 
contribution by a single payment, or a part of them by 
instalments. Thus, if a person assures in the fourth 
class,"^ every class being a multiple of table I, he may 
redeem the contribution of Id, monthly, to be found in 
the table of the first class, by paying 18*. These tables 
proceed upon a principle that compels every man to 
become an annui^nt ; without conforming to this con- 
dition he cannot be a member. The first tables are 
those on sickness, in which the assurances on sickness, 
the annuity, and the payment on death, are all com- 
bined; thus you will perceive, that if a person aged 



* Wherein the figures of the Table are quadrupled. 
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forty-^five, being a bad life, was to effect an insurance 
with an intention to defraud the society, the value of his 
assurance on sickness in a single contribution would be 
IL lis., and the value of his payment on death 1/. 4s, 4d, 
amounting to 3/. Is, 4d. ; but being a sickly person, he 
would be likely to lose his annuity, the value of which 
would be 41, 12s, Q^d, This I call a balanced system 
of assurance. The balance is so adjusted, that at the 
age of thirty the assurance on sickness and the annuity, 
are precisely of the same value ; in redeeming, if the 
number of classes be taken as the denominator, then a 
member may redeem any fractional part, or the whole of 
any species of assurance. Thus, if he be in the fourth 
class, he may redeem one-fourth, or two-fourths, or 
tree-fourths, or the whole of the assurance on sickness. 
In like manner he may proceed to redeem the annuity 
in similar proportions, and afterwards the payment on 
death ; this I have known frequently done by persons in 
humble circumstances. Another powerful inducenient 
to redeem their monthly contributions is this ; that the 
member obtains a far higher interest for the sum depo* 
sited than what is paid in the saving bank ; thus a per- 
son aged under twenty in the fourth class, would redeem 
a monthly payment of Qd, being an annual payment of 
6s, for the sum of 41, Ss, whereas a saving bank would 
allow only Ss, 2|d. for 4/. 8^. 

Have you compared the Southwell tables with the 
tables of many other societies previously existing?^ — I 
have investigated the state of friendly societies in various 
parts of the kingdom, as well as tneir several rates of 
contributions and allowances, and have published that ; 
I have not been able to discover in our own neighbour* 
hood any society that was fully solvent, which assertion 
has remained for two years unco9tradicted ; in fact, I 
receive constant accounts of fraud and mismanagement. 

What was generally the rate of difference between 
contributions in these societies and in the Southwell 
society? — I have found it extremely difficult to ascer- 
tain the rate of contribution, because it has varied 
constantly, according to their apparent affluence. Thus 
I have, in numerous instances, known the contribution 
reduced and advanced several times in the period of 
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thirty years ; at other times the stock is drafted , as they 
term it ; that is, apportioned partly among the members. 

Have they not a nominal contribution, which is ap- 
proved of by the magistrates at the sessions? — They 
have ; but it is very seldom sufficient, and in defiance of 
the rules, the members render it still more inadequate, for 
they commence by giving the feast gratuitously, with 
excusing members from paying the sums stipulated 
according to the rules for funerals, and create other defi- 
ciencies according to their discretion. 

Then to what do you attribute not only the continu- 
ance, but the increase of these delusive societies? — I 
conceive it to arise from the interest which publicans 
have in assembling large bodies of men among the lower 
classes at their respective houses, in the assistance that 
some crafty members derive from borrowing the money 
upon insufficient security, and in the total want of any 
institutions founded on scientific principles adapted to 
the exigencies of the industrious classes. 

Do you not conceive their existence a great injury to 
the parishes in which they are formed? — I have stated 
in print, that the anniversary is a scene of drunkenness 
and disputes seldom terminated with a single day. The 
meeting of females at alehouses is still more objectionable. 
Several of the objections existing against the ordinary 
friendly clubs I have stated in a little tract which I 
printed for the use of Southwell, which now lies before 
your committee. 

Do you conceive that the greater part of them are 
constituted under any existing acts of parliament ? — 
The number of societies approved by the sessions has 
been returned to parliament, as well as the total number 
of friendly societies. 

15th Match, 1825, again examined; — 

For what reason does the Southwell society require a 
combination of more than one assurance ? — A question 
has been agitated among mathematicians, and which is 
particularly stated in the Scotch volume of friendly 
societies, to which on a former day you referred, re- 
specting the accuracy of tables giving the value of Jife. 
Now the Scotch Highland society, in an attempt to 
correct the Northampton tables, selected the highest 
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tables, namely, the Carlisle tables, which are generally 
supposed, among mathematicians, not to be authority. 
The next is the Swedish tables, which were as well 
known to Dr. Price, as they are at the present day, and 
the Northampton tables; they combined these tables, 
and took the average as the basis, conceiving, that by 
that method, they should derive considerable advantages, 
and raise the tables. I have here, however, a statement, 
shewing, that instead of making an advance in the 
Scotch tables above the rate of the Southwell tables, 
which are calculated strictly according to Mr. Morgan's 
principle, their annual payments yield considerably less 
on the several species ot assurance taken separately as 
well as collectively. This arises partly out of the prin- 
ciple of combination adopted by the Southwell tables, 
because, if the value of a life be increased, the payment 
of a deferred annuity will also be increased ; but, on the 
contrary, the value of a reversionary payment on death, 
will necessarily be diminished, and the value of the 
assurance against sickness, which Milton aptly stiles, 
'^ the way that leads to death," will also be diminished. 
The advantage of combining the tables I conceive to be 
this ; that in the first class, the value of an annuity of 
one shilling weekly after sixty-five, payable by a person 
under the age of twenty years, will be found in the 
Southwell tables to be 1/. 2s, ; the value of a pay- 
ment of 2/. on death, payable to the same person 
will appear to be 18«. ~ Now, supposing that the tables 
were incorrect, the inaccuracies are reduced to nearly ^ 
nutility, because if the improved value of life required a 
higher value for the annuity, it would require a lower 
value for the payment on death ; this system, likewise, 
guards against fraud, looking at the abstract principle. 
If every man was to come honestly and make his 
assurance, it would make little difference whether the 
assurance were taken jointly or severally ; but here, by 
combining the assurance, and adopting it as the governing 
principle, that every man shall assure an annuity, you 
compel him to provide for a contingency so remote, Uiat 
is completely beyond his control ; besides which, by 
requiring him to take a deferred interest, you adjust to a 
certain degree any variation from the tables, tibat may 
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arise out of the difference between any general calcula- 
tion of lives taken promiscuously from mankind, and a 
selection of lives for the purpose of tontines or annuities, 
as we know very well both from the Dutch and from the 
French tables, which are published by Mr. Kersseboom 
and M. De Parciaux and by Dr. Price, as well as from 
the annuitant of our own government. Therefore you 
create a balancing interest, and prevent a persen who is 
a bad life, from obtaining a fraudulent advantage, when 
effecting an assurance for what he intended to gain by 
his payment on death, he would lose by his contributions 
for the annuity. I entirely agree with Mr. Morgan, as 
every man must, respecting the mathematical principle, 
according to which it is quite indifferent whether a mem- 
ber selects a single species of assurance, or takes the 
whole of them. But contemplating these transactions in 
their practical operation, and considering that the busi- 
ness is to be conoucted by agents not very well instructed, 
and with the assistance of surgeons not always eminent, 
I think it will be admitted by Mr. Morgan, that by 
combining the insurances so as to render every member 
an annuitant, we increase the security of the institution. 
Have you any thing to add on the subject of the last 
question ? — I stated upon a former occasion, that I was 
not aware of any basis upon which we could calculate 
the probable number of children becoming chargeable. 
But since then I have considered that the object might 
be Very accurately and perhaps very efficiently attained 
in this manner ; we allow children in the Southwell 
institutions, to insure endowments or sums to be paid on 
attaining the age of fourteen, with further sums to be 
paid on attaining the age of twenty-one, giving, in the 
tormer case, an option either of electing a sum of money 
or an annuity. Now, in conducting this process, we are 
necessarily compelled to ascertain the value of an annuity 
for all the intermediate terms of life from birth to four- 
teen, and I have now in my hand tables which will state 
the sum for which the overseers of the poor, or any other 
person, may purchase any annuity for any child from the 
period of birth until the age of fourteen, or from the 
period of birth until the age of twenty-one, all which 
are calculated according to Mr. Morgan's principles. In 
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j^actice, I have experienced considerable difficulty re- 
specting provision for children bom in bastardy. By a 
late decision in the court of king's bench, it is deemed 
contrary to public policy, that overseers of the poor 
should speculate on the lives entrusted to their care, by 
receiving a sum of money to be their 's without reference 
to the life or death of the infant. The consequence of 
this is, that every father of an illegitimate child is subject 
to regular weekly payments, which must be rendered 
unnecessary where it is allowable for him to insure an 
annuity for child upon the terms above stated. 

The question is, whether you could provide an allow- 
ance for such children as might be born, for which purpose 
it would be necessary to calculate (supposing the insurance 
was made among young single men) the number of them 
likely to live to the age of marriage and to marry, or in 
case of the payment being made on marriage, you must 
calculate not only the number of children that would 
probably spring irom a given number of marriages, but 
the proportion in which there might be large and small 
families? — I conceive that I have made the answer in 
. my former examination, by stating that there was no 
basis upon which to found such a calculation. 

Do you wish to offer any thing further to the com- 
mittee? — The Scotch calculations, state the average 
quantity of sickness, taken upon 104,218 persons of dif- 
ferent ages, to be among persons between the ages of 
fifty and sixty years, 18,806 weeks, deducing this con- 
clusion from actual returns ; and Dr. Price, drawing 
his conclusion from the supposed connection between 
mortality and sickness, states the rate of sickness to be 
18,957 weeks of sickness. Now, the difference between 
these two calculations amounts only to the one-hundredth 
part of one week's sickness for each individual in a whole 
year ; and I find the proportion, from the caluculations 
framed for the Southwell tables, to be 18,795, which ap- 
proximations seem as close as possible. In the preceding 
periods of life, the average rate of sickness, stated by the 
Scotch report, is lower than that stated by Dr. Price ; 
but this serves to render our societies still more secure, 
and arises in a considerable degree from the difference 
between mortality and sickness in general^ aind the loot- 
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tality and sickness of selected lives, especially during the 
early periods of the institution. 

Will there not probably be some difference also, if 
Dr. Price's calculations have been taken from observa- 
tions at Northampton, and the Scotch in general from 
country parishes? -.-Possibly that might create some 
little difference; but the Northampton tables, as they 
are called, have been formed upon returns from every 
quarter of the world, and have been found sufficient for 
all general purposes ; indeed, they are almost universally 
adopted. 

Should any difference be made between persons living 
in large towns, and the agricultural population ? — It de* 
pends on what size the town is. 

Suppose Manchester or Birmingham ? — In Manches* 
ter or Birmingham it may be different ; it depends on 
the nature of the manufacture carried on. 
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Tables calculated for the Justices of Gloucestershire. 

Table of Contribution and Allowance for Friendly Societies, according 

to the calculation of Two Actuaries. 

No. I. 



In Sickness. 

9s, per week for the 
first 26 weeks. 

as. per week for the 
next 26 weeks. 

4s. per week till re- 
covery. 



ALLOWANCE. 



£2. towards 
the faneral 
of a mem- 
ber. 



Age qfadmissum, 

not exceeding 

25 30 



Contribution. 

Per Month. 
Ud. U^d. 



No. II. 



In Sickness. 



8s. 



6«. 



As. 



the 



per week for 
first 26 weektt. 
per week for the 
next 26 weeks, 
per week till re- 
covery. 



3». per week 
to a member 
past 65 years 
of age, una- 
ble to earn 48. 
per week. 



£2. towards 
the funeral 
of a mem- 
ber. 



Per Month. 
Is. 4d. Is. 5d. 



No. III. 



In Sickness. 

89. per week for the 
first 26 weeks. 

Qs. per week for the 
next 26 weeks. 

4». per week till re- 
covery. 



4». per week 
to a member 
past 65 yeai-s 
of age, una- 
ble to earn 4s. 
per week. 



£2. towards 
the funeral 
of a mem- 
ber. 



Per Month, 
Is. 5d. Is. 7d. 



No. IV. 



In Sickness. 

9s. per week for the 
first 26 weeks. 

Oc per week for the 
next 26 weeks. 

4*. per week till re- 
covery. 



3«. per week , 
to a member £2. towards 
past 65 years the funeral 
of age, una- of a mem- 
blc to earn 4s. ber. 
per week. 



£5. to the 
widow, or re- 
presentative 
of a deceased 
member. 



Per Month. 
Is. 6d. Is. 8d. 



No. V. 



In Sickness. 

B». per week for the 
first 26 weeks. 

6t. per week for the 
next 26 weeks. 

4f. per week till re- 
covery. 



4«. per week 
to a member 
past 65 years 
of age, una- 
ble to earn 4«. 
per week 



£2. towards 
the funeral 
of a mem- 
ber. 



A 



£10. to the 
widow or re- 
presentative 
of a deceased 
Boember. 



Per Month. 

i«. lod: u. 114. 



i 





■ No. VI. 








AL«,Wi»C,l 


'ffiSST' 


(V. per wfek for ihc 
nrsi III »teLi. 

■itKiM^ttk"- 




a-SS! 




PtrMmlh. 
9d. Wj. ' 







No. VII. 








/li SU-l-wu. 
















iH.,™^ 






















anablcKiFard 








^. 


» week UN r.r- 











3«, pet wv«k £1. lawudi 






«• 


f; 


ir«ek rw 


,b. 


,r.=; 


£!.<« 


w.rd. 


£10.1oUie 


PrrMoolk. 


K 


P* 


ilUwpct 




S^'i""**' 


b.r. 




ondHCIKd 

niMnlKr, 


I..M. 1..M. 
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Supplemental Table for Contribution and Allowances for 

Friendly Societies, 



No. XI. 



Age of Admission. 



Nut exceeding 35. 



ALLOWANCE. 



8*. per week for the first 

26 weeks. 
'68. per week for the next 

26 weeks. 
4«. per week till recovery. 



£2. towards the 
funeral of a 
member. 



Contribution. 



Per Month. 



No. XII. 



Not exceeding 35. 



In Sickness. 

68. per week for the first 

26 weeks. 
48. per week tor the next 

26 weeks. 
38. per week till recovery. 



£i. towards the 
funeral of a 
member. 



Per Month. 
9id. 



No. xm. 



Not exceeding 40. 



Jn Sickness. 

6s. per weeV for the first 

26 weeks. 
68. per week for the next 

26 weeks. 
4f . per week till recovery. 



£t. towards the 
funeral of a 
member. 



Per Month. 
Is. 2d. 



No. XIV. 



Not exceeding 40. 



In Sickness. 

68. per week for the first 

26 weeks. 
4«. per week for the next 

26 weeks. 
3«. per week till recovery, 



£2. towards the 
funeral of a 
member. 



Per Month. 
lid. 
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FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 



page 
ACTIONS. 

Not to abate by the death of officer, S8, 45 

Costs to be paid by succeeding trustees ib, 

ACTUARIES. 

Rules not to be confirmed until the tables have been approved 

by two actuaries 10 

Who are professional actuaries 13 

Must approve of tables on alterations in rules 18. 

The funds cannot be divided without their certificate 53 

APPEAL. 
From adjustment of justices 34 

ARBITRATION. 

The 33 Geo. III. gave this means of settling disputes 45 

But does not seem to be allowed to societies formed unde^ the 
last act , 46 

CHILDREN. See Widows, 

CLERGY. 

Their widows «nd famUies may have the benefit of the act .... 5 
Treasurer to be appointed .^ 2^ 

CLERK OF THE PEACE. 

To sign rules 4 

Rules to be deposited with him i6« . 

Not to be paid any fee t6. 

COMMITTEES. 

Their powers and duties S 

Not now subject to the act 33 Geo. Ill tfr. 

May take measures for altering rules, 15, 16, • 17 

Not to exceed eleven IB. 

Their powers to be declared by the rales >•....•••»•.««««%«»« .^^ 

H 
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Requisites in their orden, 50, % 51 

Mzy hew the eomplaints of widows and children tfr. 

Their, sanction required previous to dissolution of society or ; 

. :division of funds 53 

MEMORIAL. 

To be presented by every new society to quarter sessions of 

county or place of separate jurisdiction 8 

With, tables pf payments «nd allowances. 6 

To set forth the name^ of three substantial persons to be trustees 23 

OFFICERS. ' '. '. 

Their power and duties 3 

Not now subject to 33 Geo. Ill ; .< Of, 

Steward, president, warden, treasurer, or trustee to be appointed fi 

And also clerks and other officers ib. 

To give securi^ ... ib. 

Treasurer to the clerk of the peace SS 

All other officers to the treasurer ib. 

ORDERS. 

Considered original when entered in the book S 

And to be received as evidence ..••... ib. 

Not removeable by certiorari ib, 

. PETTY SESSIONS. 

May confirm rules, if general rules have been framed by the 
' quarter sessions, and if the quarter sessions chooses to confer 

the power to do so 14 

The power can only be conferred by the justices of a county 

or riding » t^. 

Not by the justices of a division or liberty ib. 

Whether by counties of cities . 15 

May alter rules if justices at quarter sessions have so directed, 

' and if general rules have been formed 18 

QUARTER SESSIONS. 

To confirm rules 5 

For a separate jurisdiction may now do so 7 

RULES. 

May be made 1 

And altered and amended .......; S 

To declare the purposes of society ib. 

And how the subscriptions shall be applied ib. 

And that they shall not be mis-applied o 

To be entered in a book .........*. ...,.:..*.. ib. 

And so entered to be original orders and received in etidence . . ib. 

Not removeable by certiotari tb, 

7b' fi/jecify the place of meeting '.;;.... ib. 

Aud the necesssry powers and dntica '.;...". ^ ; « . ... *. 



To be exhibited in writing to the quarter sessions • 4 

Maj be annuUeci .,,..,.,., ,,,,. ,^ ,,,,..,,.. .,..,, 

To be signed by tbe ?kric pf the pe^e \ , . . , . ^ . , . , . m *^ '• *,* * 

Duplicate on parchmtmt to be deppsited , . * . • ^ . t ^ • • •. • • 

^o society Tvithin tbe (ipt until r^lfiA ^^^fifirvEied 9pd filf d « 1 1 . . f^ 

For clerical pocietie^ p .......... , , » . . ' ^ 

May now be enrolled at th^ quarter sessiona of i^ iffpi^t^ 

juriddictioA , ,«»*...ff.«* 7 

May be enrolled by any ofl^cer or inemb^ • «... p 

How enrpUcd if original syppressed ...*.,. i . • -t ; ^ 

May be amended by justices wit|i tbp, consent of trustee? . . M 
To be presented to the quarter sessions with a memorifd ...•.,. 4^ 

Opinions of a committer of tbe l^qq^e of comnioBS f.^ « Jb, 

May be confirmed at petty aeaaipn^ ui^dpy. ijv^V ^iroufl^^wWfft^ 1^ 

May be altered .,,,., ,..,..,../..,..,. ^^.^ .f.--.frj^ ■■ W 

tiy a requisition pf thr^^ wembers,!^ gejp/fgra) BG^^tii^ .^ ]|»9 ./ 

convened, to be read at two general meetings, by the consents 

of three-fourths, to be revicweid by- justieds .. t 16 

By a committee i..;.,..^,^, ..|. >!•.•.•..••..• • Vf 

How to be altered hy justices on the memorial of trustees .... ^. 

Tables to be then also approved of by actuaries 18 

To declare powers of committees it* 

To specify tlie place of meeting ,^ 

To contain provisions as to powers, duties, committees, and 

officers . t6. 

There must not be any rule for dividing the funds, contrary to 

the confirmed rules d^ 

SEPARATE JURISDICTIONS. 

May now confirm rules, 7, 14 

Embrace liberties, cities, and boroughs f 

SETTLEMENT. 

Members residing with certificates or their families do not gain 

a settlement , , 63 

Nor their natural children 54 

STAMP DUTIES. 

None chargeable 24 

None on proceedings in courts ^ 

TABLES. 

Of payments and allowances to accompany memorial ........ 8 

Must be approved of by actuaries on forming new rules .... 18 

TREASURER. 

To be now appointed by trustees tS 

.And give security •• ..^ .jli4 

To invest funds ^ itb 

To account for all momes ^^ 96 

To pay over monies a&d •eeuritics « . .^. . . « ^^. 
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; TRUSTEES. 

To consent to aherations in rules .- 10 

Their concurrence required ...• 1] 

To memorialize justices for alterations of r^iles 17 

The names of three fo be in memorial ^S 

Others to be elected from- time to time ib. 

Not to be removed except hj two justices . . . ^ ib. 

To appoint treasurer «... ib. 

And re(|uire security from him 'i^ 

Not liable to make good deficiences ib. 

May limit responsibility . . . ^ . . . .« « ib. 

May app]^ to justices to make adjustment for the claims of all 

' parties ib. 

To bring actions, and plead, and be impleaded 45S 

Actions not to abate hy death or removal 4S 

Succeeding trustee to pay costs t^. 

WIDOWS AND CHILDREN. 

May prefer complaints to the justices 5^ 
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ACC6UNTS. 

To be made up aimuallj, and' sent to comnusrionen . «. • i« . . . .' 95 

if not, the accounts closed ••..•,^ ^. 

Duplicate to be affixed in office \ , . . . « 

To be laid before paiiisment. :« ...*.•.. ;i ■.,■...;,. .j ........... . 

AdTIONS. 

May be brought by truirtees hi their' proper names fA, 

Not disconliiiued W de&th '.". ". '. '.',..-. . ^', ...••••.•.•••• •**■• >6* 

Succeeding trustee liable to costs . . .'. . ........... .^ 'M 

AGENTO, ■■ ■ '■ ''Wl 

...» 

To be appointed by tjusteea' .'.••%... ^.. L....^»^«. ,«^..4.^ .^ 

To be produced, to and deposited mth the offiber i. fC 

Their appointments ioBj be' nroked.. . « . . . ,^ • ^ .^. . .^/ lAif 

And new agents appointed ... ..■•..« .'« jBJ 

ARBITRATION. 

Award to be final. ...-•«.. .•^. ••••............•........«. ...u,«...« i^ 

BRANCH BANKS. 

May pay sums into central bank .^ .^ '. j6S 

Certificate of their treasurer taeentnil bfftik ib. 

CLERK or THE PEAC^. .- fj 

Transcript of rules to.be jdepoaited with ]iim.« .• . .« ..*...» .^ .5A 

To lay them before jnstkoea. •.■.«••.«.•..• .*• ^..^•... .r.. fift 

To give noticB if^eietedL .«^..*k. • «■.«....• •.^. ••«.«; .. .;>. jk' 

' "V .lffi0K»TURES, ■ \ ' ■ ■;. .^ ;■ . 

To l)e Earned at tlir«»*'p(Mcl per aentmi per. iiem • .u ... « • ,4^ v^.« tg|l 
Payable out of limda-df .tiie ttommiaaioBAui of . tha Tiari >wtf ■ lilfcfc k^tfl^ 
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May be renewed and dated 68 

Their payment may be demanded at any time ih. 

Prior to payment or renewal, to be indorsed by two trustees. ... 69 

Funds from which payment is to be made ih. 

Interest on them to be paid as ordaised by two trustees. 70 

Not liable to stamp duty ih. 

Restricted to such societies as limited deposits 71 74 

The amounts might be converted into stock 7a 

One general order to be given by trustees when pa3rment of 

seyeral required 74 

No debentures issued for payments after t,st August, 1820 75 79 

Further provision as to prior debentures 78 

Receipts may be issued in lieu of them f6 

Or for part of them, and part required in money tfc. 

Stock may be demanded for old debentures 77 

Receipts issued for lost debentures ib. 

Interest on debentures to cease on 20th November, 1824 78 

DECLARATION. 

T9 be made by every depositor, and ^ed • •, 95 

DEPOSITS. 

Minors may subscribe t . « • • ^ 

Payments to themselves 87 

Trustees may subscribe ib. 

Friendly societies also ih. 

Treasurer's receipt sufficient ^ ...... , ib. 

Cannot be made anonymously 88 

Limitation of amount ib. 

May be withdrawn and replaced ./>....- 89 

Or invested in another savings bank ta. 

Not to be paid out except on probate » if effects exceed 20i. .... 9Q 

And if under bOL no stamp duty Of- 

If effects do not exceed 20/., trustees may pay same without pro- 
bate 91 

Trustees may make rulesfor acoumula^ioBS ib. 

Surplus not to be divided until after ten years 9? 

One-half to be reserved, and thirty days' notice ib. 

Restricted to one savings bank _. 93 

If made in two savings banks, they are forfeited ib. 

WyECT?. 

Vested in trustees ,.^ 63 

For all purposes of actions are to be stated to be tiiieir property. . ib. 

Not to be paid to any banker 64 

AU investments must now be made in the bank of England t^. 

To be paid into the bank of England to the aooomt of tbe'eom- 

missioners of the national debt . . ^ 65 

And not to be laid out upon any Other security 66 

JMbre.vuonies are paid iJa, a certificate of tfa« travtaM to htt^dett- 
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Might be invested in stock 73 

Since August, 1820, can only be invested with the commissioners 

of the national debt upon accountable receipts 7^ 

Commissioners are to invest in the public funds ... 80 

But this does not affect the depositors 81 

EXCHEQUER BILLS. 

To be issued by the treasurer 84 

Advances to be made on them hy the bank 85 

To be paid oflf by commissioners t*. 

Wheu to be paid out of the sinking fund 86 

FORMS OF INSTRUMENTS. 

Early enactments regarding 71 

Now all repealed 7t 

'i'o be approved by commissioners 1 . 98 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

May subscribe their funds .-.'"*•- ^^ ri« r ' • .^ 

The receipt of their treasurer sufficient ', ib* 

Members of, subscribing to not liable to any penalties i6. 

Other provisions applicable. . . . '. , . .^^ , . . , ^ . , ^ 

INTEREST. ' '" " ' 

To be calculated half-yearly, and made principal 80 

On debentures ceased on 20th November, 1824 Si 

Calculations for accounts « §6. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

May reject rules .« • &^ 

MANAGER. 

Not to derive any benefit from deposits 60 

Not to have any salary , • 61 

NEXT OF KIN. 

Remedy on payment to others 95 

OFFICE. 

Certain regulations to be affixed in the office 94 

Also duplicate of accounts 95 

OFFICERS. 

Intrusted with money to give security by bond to the clerk of 

the peace, or town clerk 61 

Receiving salary to pv^ security., .61 »,63 

Remedies against them ^ *.'.. « ••.«... fim 



ORDER. • 

When to be signed by four trustees , , .v 83 

Tweritjr-one days to elapse after order for 5Q(K)/. ^4 

PAYMENTS. 

On repealed probates yalid 94 

And to apparent next of kin i^, 

PENALTIES. 
hk case of false order . . '. . . . 7} 

PUBLIC FUNDS. 

Pbbentores might be converted into stock ; . . 72 

Computation of average price 7^ 

Effects cannot novr be invested in public funds by tnibtfees 79 

RECEIPTS. 

AH investments are now confined to the comm^issioners of the 
national debt, and that upon accountable receipts signed by 

cashi&rs . 7B 

To be issued for every payment 79 

And for interest made principal ...,•• 80 
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RULES. 

o be entered in a book ^9 

o be open for inspection ib. 

Transcript of them to be deposited with clerk of the peace t^. 

Entry of rules or the transcript, or copy of it to be evidence 16. 

To be laid by the clerk of the peace before tfi& justiees 60 

May be rejected by justices ib. 

Clerk of the peace to give notice of rejection ib. 

3AVINQS BANK§. 

Their object 58 

STAMP pUTipSi. 

Letter of attorney to transfer stock exempted from them 65 

Debentures also exempted 70 

If effects^ under 60/. exempted from stamp duty on. pmbate and 

legacy duty 90. 

And the bond affidavits, and other documents, also exempted . . . ib. 

Other exemptions firom 98 

trjeasur?:r. 

Kot to derive any benefit from deposits CO 

Not to have any salary .• .....*• 6t 

To give security to the cleik of the peace or town clerk .... «6. 



On demand to give in fttMsdUthk, pir^ tti(^es,^ttift transfer securitiei 6§ 
Justices may hear complaints against them hy petition at quarter 

sessionSt ■' ex* • • • • •■• ••'•••'•••• vV«a«»»*«/«*-«** •«•••*'•■• •■•••^ o9 

Not to derive any benefit from deposits 00 

Not to have any salary •.•;•«••- 61 

Effects are vested in trustees 63 

And to be stated to be their property for all purposes of action ik. 

Mmy bring aotioiis and'^ad ^'frotteec • .-. • . * ^ . . . « . .•. . ••« .•. , • Cfr. 

Action not to sb«te li^ ibsir dMMh ».«. ' %.^.'. iki 

Succeeding tnatot l|id>le toleosto^..*^.. • >,* M 

On change of trustees public stocks and iflftuiti^ tobe tnuufeaUd tk- 
To sign and deliver to the officer an order previous to paying 

ttoney to baoiks <•»».. «..*.r.«,.. ...-. €7 

To.«f)point agents*.. A «..« >. , 81 

Mb^ revoke i^poijar^eipit;. , «,.• til.: 

And appoint odiefs..*^... .v.... •• .-. 89 

May require monies in the bank to be paid to their agents ib. 

Producing drafts of two other trustees, jaay receive monies . ^ BS 

To call on depositois fo make'ddclartition.' .' • • . . •«•■. • '^ 

To «au8e sums forfeife'd to t>e j^d'tb eomiddslnidb^. ^ 



The Act 57 Geo* III. oq>. S9 mentioned in.pgge 28, and the sets 
<hertin recited, have beeA repealed by 6 Geo. IV. e$pi6. wad T^ 
the taitcer hai oonsbiidtled tB the hnvs relating to tnuit pni|HHqr 
^listed ibinMts/ lunatics, or tmstees of unsound ]diAd,or'i?lto6iobiifj^ 
be compelled or refuse to act; and by the 11th Section itp pprgiviM 
ons are extended to Friendly SocietieB. And the fonner act 6 Geo. 
IV. c. 16. 8. 79* his nude pnfmim tat tm^t y > Mp e rj | y vested in 
btAfcvupts. 
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